
 

  VOLUME 20, ISSUE 2 November 2022 

TOWER    
THE 

Lovely Lane 
United Methodist Church 

  

MOTHER CHURCH OF 
AMERICAN METHODISM 

 

† † †  
  

2200 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore MD 21218-5805 

 
Worship Online 10:15 am 

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday,  
& Friday 

8:30 Am — 2:30 PM 
 

Phone 
410-889-1512 

 

Email 
LovelyLane.bcs@gmail.com 

 

Website 
LovelyLane.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Debbie Scott 
revdeb8@aol.com 

301-641-4601 
 

Lay Leader 
John Strawbridge 

  

Organist 
Bill Scanlan Murphy 

  

Pastor Emerita 
Rev. Nancy Nedwell 

  

Sexton 
Ivan Reyes 

 
Administrative assistant 

Benjamin Boellner  
 
 

  
 

“We Need Each Other For Ministry ”

      
     

 

 

     I don’t know about you but I’m feeling tired. I’m hearing that same thing from 
many of my colleagues and many of our laity. Most congregations reopened their 
doors to in-person worship more than a year ago. Clergy, lay leaders and lay staff 
show up each week hoping that members who have been scattered will return to a 
consistent rhythm of weekly worship and fellowship. Yes, we reach many more by 
live-streaming our Sunday service, but many have become comfortable watching 
from home. I get it! On those rare occasions I’m not at Lovely Lane UMC on a     
Sunday morning, it’s nice to catch the service a bit later in the day or the week. One 
of the biggest challenges for churches is that the slow return to in-person worship is 
having a direct impact on the ability to recruit and mobilize volunteers for ministry. 
 
      Churches of all sizes and traditions depend heavily on dedicated and dependable 
volunteers to bring their ministry and mission to life. Most congregations have never 
had all the volunteers needed — and after watching church at home for 12-18 months, 
perhaps people don’t feel connected anymore. What do you think? 
 
     When it comes to volunteers, churches often let 
a few over-function and multi-task. We gladly let 
retirees and single people do more than any one 
person should do. When the pandemic gave these 
people a break, a few of them came to their senses 
and realized just how tired they were. Others, 
picked up the slack, including pastors, to keep the 
church afloat, trusting if the “doors stayed open” for 
the length of the  pandemic we would recover and 
folks would flock back eager to participate fully   
and do all they could to grow the mission and     
ministry of the church in a time when our commu-
nity needs signs of hope so desperately.  
 
     Maybe volunteers haven’t returned because they don’t fully understand the        
significance of their work. How do we help all volunteers know what’s at stake when 
they give their time, talent and treasure? Somehow, we need to be reminded that the   
church is participating in God’s work in the world. And then we need to see each act 
of service  from recording the service, to ushering, to counting the collection, to   
serving on a committee, to shoveling snow or collating the newsletter  as a way of 
joining in God’s redemptive work.  
 
     The early days of the pandemic provided a natural pause in many volunteer         
relationships. When the building closed and programs went on hiatus, we relied on 
staff and a few very dedicated lay folks to innovate how we did ministry and keep our 
facilities functioning with construction projects going on. It was safer to keep the 
number of people in the building to a minimum. Church members were overwhelmed 
with the demands of work, school, and family — all restricted to home. We became 
skilled at conference calls, zoom meetings and Facebook worship services. Churches 
grew accustomed to working with fewer volunteers. Now we want our volunteers 
back, but they are slow to respond. 
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          At this stage of the pandemic, people are carefully assessing how they will 
invest their time and talent. Job transitions in the workforce are at an all-time high 
as people reevaluate how they will spend their days. It makes sense that people are 
extending the same scrutiny to their volunteer lives. Whether it’s due to post-
pandemic fatigue, lingering health concerns, or broader cultural shifts, volunteerism 
hasn’t bounced back as readily as other aspects of congregational life.  

     The time is ripe to revisit volunteer practices, to make certain we are providing 
people with well-structured, worthwhile opportunities. Volunteers will always be 
the life force of our congregation. The success of the future church depends in part 
on our ability to reimagine volunteerism. Now is the time to help folks see how 

their work contributes to the development of a vibrant institution, to the cultivation of a thriving community, 
to something that points beyond itself to the greater reality of the kingdom of God, which is making itself 
known in our midst. We need each of you to make this vision a reality. 

                                                                                                       Grace and Peace,  
                                                                                                                  Rev. Debbie Scott 

Save the date. November 6th at 4PM 

The choir is getting 
ready  for the 250th 

Anniversary Concert.  

A free will offering 
will be taken.  
 
Masks will be       
required for those     
attending so we may 
give the choir the 
option of wearing 
masks.  

Rehearsal at Colesville UMC 

 
     Church Council met on Oct. 23rd to receive repor ts and make recommendations in preparation for  
our Church Conference Nov. 19th at 11:00 AM by zoom. Lay Leader John Strawbridge and Rev. Debbie 
Scott shared thoughts on a simpler organizational structure for Lovely Lane UMC which is being used by 
many churches around our Annual Conference. It was voted to pursue this possibility which will be present-
ed and a vote will be required at our Church Conference. The Lay Leadership Committee (Nominations) is 
charged with the responsibility of presenting a slate for this new structure. If you would like a copy of the 
materials shared at the Church Council please let the church office know.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgazette.com%2Flife%2Fcolorado-springs-area-nonprofit-volunteer-opportunities-list%2Farticle_c8df5bdc-3e3a-11eb-86e0-f7928fe2033a.html&psig=AOvVaw0AIYZ2f3Pd4rRU52zh5zfX&ust=1666443501072000&source=images&c


 

From the Lay Leader… 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 

November brings many things. It is the height of the 
season for changing leaves and fall colors. It is All 
Saints Day. It is Thanksgiving… the beginning of Ad-
vent, and the start of the inevitable race toward Christ-
mas. 

But in addition to candles and autumn leaves and wool 
sweaters, the things I look forward to seeing are the 
little stickers that begin appearing on people’s shirts 
and jackets that say, “I Voted.” Because with every-
thing else that is going on, November is Election Day. 
Sometimes we forget how special that is.  

In modern day America we call voting a “right.” But 
we remember that even so, it is a right that has been 
denied to many at times. And globally, we are seeing 
that what we take for granted in our country is being 
fought for and hijacked in other lands.  

So while we take a moment to remember how pre-
cious our ability to vote is, let us also take a moment 
to remember that God has given us this right… right 
from the start. 

God is all powerful and ever-present. God could so 
easily make us all obedient to God’s will and plan. But 
in an act of nearly unimaginable love and faith, God 
has given us the right to choose for ourselves. We may 
embrace God’s laws or we may reject them. We may 
follow God’s plan or go off on our own. We may 
praise God or we may even deny God. It is allowed.  

In no place, and at no time, has freedom been so freely 
granted. How amazing that the true King of Kings is 
also the true author of liberty.  

                                                                                                                                    

We often wish this were not so. How many times do 
we ask, “Why does God let this happen?” It can be 
hard to see God allow godless people to make choic-
es… choices we see as immoral and sometimes down-
right evil. We want God to give us freedom – up to a 
point. But God does not work in half-measures. What 
God gives is given absolutely.  

There are many words that describe our right to vote; 
Right… Privilege… with the most important being 
“duty.” Enjoying the right confers an obligation to 
exercise that right. Like a muscle, if you don’t use it, 
it tends to get weak, or go away. The same is true of 
the right to choose that is given by God. Having been 
given this fundamental right, God has faith that we 
will use it That we will make choices. This doesn’t 
even mean make the “right” choices – because God 
knows we are all sinners. And all make mistakes. But 
the greater sin is not trying. Not in making bad choic-
es, but in not making any choice at all. God does not 
call on us to be passive or to look the other way. 
Where some choose evil, God expects us to exercise 
our right and out-vote that choice. To choose God and 
godliness. 

And if we will proudly wear our “I voted” stickers and 
place bumper stickers and yard placards to advertise 
our free choices – will we not be equally proud to 
wear our crosses? To shout that we choose God, and 
we think others should as well? Should we not put on 
our “I Prayed” sticker today and every day? 
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Before and After Electrical Room Upgrades. 
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Restoration Update 
Work has continued to link the boiler heating system’s seasonal performance with the new air conditioning 
system installed in    Fellowship Hall.  Many thanks to Duncan Hodge for his ongoing commitment to the suc-
cess of this integration. 
 
21st Century Project Update 
 
Final touches took place in October to complete work on the electrical upgrade and new air conditioning in-
stallation in Fellowship Hall.  We are grateful for our donor support and contractor follow-through as we 
overcame the hurdles of COVID-19 related supply chain delays to complete our Phase 1 work.   
 
 
Here are photos of the completed upgrades in the Fellowship Hall at Lovely Lane.  Note how the wood grates 
conceal the heating & air conditioning units to complement the original wooden trim work of the historic   
interiors of our social gathering space.   

 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, we have hosted new building users in our underused and upgraded space since last month! 
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Building Donations 
Our accomplishments to date would not have been possible without the generosity of our many public and  
private sector donors. We are grateful for that support and hope to enjoy future support to undertake work on 
Phase 2 priorities to achieve our goals.  
 
We continue to seek matching funds from foundations and businesses as well as individuals to support priority 
component work with over $240,000 in new funding commitments.  Remember, all donations may have favor-
able income tax treatment for individuals and businesses, including: 
 

Tax Deductions for Cash Gifts -  
Itemizers may deduct annual cash gifts up to 100% of their adjusted gross income. 
Tax-free IRA Gifts -  
Individuals 70 ½ or older may make a tax-free gift of up to $100,000 from their IRA.   
Individuals aged 72or older may also use this gift to satisfy their required minimum distribution. 
Stock Gifts   
Receive an immediate income tax deduction on the fair market value of your stock gift and avoid any 
capital gains tax. 
Community Investment Tax Credits (CITCs) for Maryland individuals and businesses  

      Lower your Maryland income taxes (as well as use the cash gift tax deduction above) by combing  
      a donation of $500 or more with a tax credit for 50% of the gift. Contact Susan Preston at                                       
      st.johnsabby@verizon.net for  additional information for  this tax year .         
 
 
We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the October 2022 Tower edition. 

 
The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 

 
No new donations 

 
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use 

 
Michael P. Rouse 

 
 

To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating “Restoration” or  

“21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218  

or go to our website to donate online: www.lovelylane.net/donation. 
 

 
 

Central Baltimore Partnership 
meeting in Fellowship Hall.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

            Jackie Noller and      
other leaders attending the 

meeting.   

about:blank
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Church Council meets in person for the first time in over two years!  

Before New Radiator Covers  With New Covers  

     Detailed view of New Millwork. 

We are so 
glad to 
have        
Joseph  
present.  

Chair, 
Nancy          
Brannan 
led the 
meeting.  

Fellowship Hall work 
has been completed. 
Don’t you like our     
upgrades?  
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Baltimore Lab School Program in Chapel 

New bench installed from a piece of granite that had been at the  
sidewalk before the accessible ramp was constructed 

Please submit your  Poinsettia orders by      
Sunday, December 4th. Order forms will be 

available online, in your bulletin or by calling 
the church office.  We will need your Name, 

who the plant is Memory or Honor of.  
Each plant will be $10.00  

We give thanks for our incredible    
congregation as we look forward to 

Thanksgiving.  



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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