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“Because of Love” – A Story for Christmas

      
      

 

       A brother and sister had made their usual hurried, obligatory pre-Christmas visit 
to the little farm where their elderly parents lived with their small herd of horses. The 
farm was where they had grown up and had been named Lone Pine Farm because of 
the huge pine, which topped the hill behind the farm. Through the years the tree had 
become a talisman to the old man and his wife, and a landmark in the countryside. 
The siblings had fond memories of their childhood here, but the city hustle and bustle 
added more excitement to their lives, and called them away to a different life.  
     The old folks no longer showed their horses, for the years had taken their toll, and 
getting out to the barn on those frosty mornings was getting harder, but it gave them a 
reason to get up in the mornings and 
a reason to live. They sold a few 
foals each year. The horses were 
their reason for joy in the morning 
and contentment at day's end.  
     Angry, as they prepared to leave, 
the siblings confronted their old 
folks "Why don’t you at least get rid 
of 'The Old One'. She’s no  longer of 
any use to you. It's been years since 
you've had foals from her. You 
should cut corners and save so you 
can have more for yourselves. How 
can this old worn out horse bring 
you anything but expense and 
work? Why do you keep her  anyway?"   
     The old man looked down at his worn boots, holes in the toes, scuffed at the barn 
floor and replied, " Yes, I could use a pair of new boots".  His arm slid defensively 
about the “Old One's” neck as he drew her near with gentle caressing he rubbed her 
softly behind her ears. He replied softly, "We keep her because of love. Nothing else, 
just love."  
     Baffled and irritated, the brother and sister wished their parents a Merry Christmas 
and headed back toward the city as darkness stole through the valley. The old couple 
shook their heads in sorrow that it hadn’t been a happy visit. A tear fell upon their 
cheeks. How is it that these young folks don’t understand the peace of love that filled 
their hearts?  
     So it was, that because of the unhappy leave-taking, no one noticed the insulation 
smoldering on the frayed wires in the old barn. None saw the first spark fall. None but 
the "Old One".  
     In a matter of minutes, the whole barn was ablaze and the hungry flames were lick-
ing at the loft full of hay. With a cry of horror and despair, the old man shouted to his 
wife to call for help as he raced to the barn to save their beloved horses. But the 
flames were roaring now, and the blazing heat drove him back. He sank sobbing to 
the ground, helpless before the fire's fury. His wife back from calling for help cradled 
him in her arms, clinging to each other, they wept at their loss.  “ cont on next page” 

“Love Came Down At Christmas”  
       

http://gifsadoudou.centerblog.net/6560174-poney-dans-la-neige
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     By the time the fire department arrived, only smoking, glowing ruins were left, and the old man and his 
wife, exhausted from their grief, huddled together before the barn. They were speechless as they rose from the 
cold, snow covered ground. They nodded thanks to the firemen as there was nothing anyone could do now. 
The old man turned to his wife, resting her white head upon his shoulders as his shaking old hands clumsily 
dried her tears with a frayed red bandana. Broken he whispered, "We have lost much, but God has spared our 
home on this eve of Christmas . Let’s gather our strength and climb the hill to the old pine where we have 
sought comfort in times of despair. We’ll look down upon our home and give thanks to God that it has been 
spared and pray for our beloved most precious gifts that have been taken from us.  
     And so, he took her by the hand and slowly helped her up the snowy hill as he brushed aside his own tears 
with the back of his old and withered hand. The 
journey up the hill was hard for their old bodies 
in the steep snow. As they stepped over the little 
knoll at the crest of the hill, they paused to rest, 
looking up to the top of the hill the old couple 
gasped and fell to their knees in amazement at 
the incredible beauty before them.  
     Seemingly, every glorious, brilliant star in 
the heavens was caught up in the glittering, 
snow-frosted branches of their beloved pine, and 
it was aglow with heavenly candles. And poised 
on its top most bough, a crystal crescent moon 
glistened like spun glass. Never had a mere mor-
tal created a Christmas tree such as this. 
They were breathless as the old man held his 
wife tighter in his arms.  
     Suddenly, the old man gave a cry of wonder and incredible joy. Amazed and mystified, he took his wife by 
the hand and pulled her forward. There, beneath the tree, in resplendent glory, a mist hovering over and glow-
ing in the darkness was their Christmas gift. Shadows glistening in the night light.  
     Bedded down about the "Old One" close to the trunk of the tree, was the entire herd, safe.  
     At the first hint of smoke, she had pushed the door ajar with her muzzle and had led the horses through it. 
Slowly and with great dignity, never looking back, she had led them up the hill, stepping cautiously through 
the snow. The foals were frightened and dashed about. The skittish yearlings looked back at the crackling, 
hungry flames, and tucked their tails under them as they licked their lips and hopped like rabbits. The mares 
that were in foal with a new years crop of babies, pressed uneasily against the "Old One" as she moved calmly 
up the hill and to safety beneath the pine. And now she lay among them and gazed at the faces of the old man 
and his wife.  
     Those she loved she had not disappointed. Her body was brittle with years, tired from the climb, but the 
golden eyes were filled with devotion as she offered her gift-- Because of love. Only Because of love. Tears 
flowed as the old couple shouted their praise and joy... And again the peace of love filled their hearts.  
     May this Advent season of preparation, lead you and yours to a Christmas filled with love and peace,  
                                                                                                                     Rev. Debbie Scott 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fil-en%2Flisting%2F569120795%2Fdraft-horse-dapple-grey-in-snow-old-barn&psig=AOvVaw1YZEHyl2ZYC2Ty0TFHxfkG&ust=1669209599983000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwiDuq-78MH7AhW_ElkFHYq7CdsQjRx6B


 

From the Lay Leader… 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 
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In the classic musical Fiddler on the Roof, the       
character Tevye sings, “God would like us to be joy-
ful, even when our hearts lie panting on the floor. How 
much more should we be joyful, when there’s really 
something to be joyful for?” 

At the end of 2021, our collective hearts were laying 
panting on the floor. Two years of pandemic and re-
covery and resurgence had left us emotionally ex-
hausted. Yet at Lovely Lane, we were joyful. We had 
found the joy, even in continuing uncertainty. We had 
found new ways to be connected. We had great suc-
cess in our fundraising and construction projects. The 
challenges had taught us to appreciate the victories all 
the more. 

Then came 2022… our Sestercentennial year. For the 
record, that means 250th Anniversary. Also acceptable 
is “Semiquincentennial.” And with that auspicious 
milestone came the mandate to be even more joyful. 
Publicly and officially. 

How much more joyful could we be? 

We have been through other landmark anniversaries  
for this congregation and our related heritage. The 
Strawbridge Shrine celebrated its 250th back in 2010. 
We had observed the 200th anniversary of Asbury’s 
passing in 2016. In 2018 the United Methodist church 
had its 50th birthday. And just last year we rejoiced 
with our sister congregation as Old Otterbein turned 
250.  

How much more joyful should we be? 

Typical anniversary celebrations involve guest speak-
ers… proclamations by the Mayor… collectible tokens 
and booklets. We didn’t pursue any of those things. 

For this place, in this time, it seemed celebration 
enough to be able to continue to be who we are and to 
do what we have always done. To recognize God’s 
generous hand in carrying us through. We did have 
several special events; mostly focused on bringing   
others into our building. A confirmation rally. Special 
music. A choral festival. Along with more modest   
anniversary and homecoming sermons by myself and 
Rev Deb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, this once-in-a-lifetime year is coming to an end. 
Now we look back and ask; “Should we have done 
more?” Were we joyful enough? Did we put enough 
time, effort and money into celebration? From the   
outside, it might seem we could have done more. But 
for us, the family of Lovely Lane… the stewards of 
our building and the caretakers of our ministry of     
witness… I think the answer is “yes” it was enough. 

Because for all of our focus on our heritage, our   
building and our museum, we have never been stuck 
in our past. For all that we do to care for and love one 
another, we love even more to welcome the visitor, the 
stranger, the pilgrim. For us, 250 was only the second 
most important number in our history. The most im-
portant number, is 251… 

There is one other acceptable name for a 250th anni-
versary; Quarter Millennial. As much as I like the big 
words, “Sestercentennial” and “Semiquincentennial,” I 
like “Quarter Millennial” even more. Because it 
sounds more like something that is only beginning. 
Incomplete. Something that still has a long way to go.  

I don’t think any of us would be as committed to the 
mission of Lovely Lane if we believed we were com-
ing to the end. It is how this history has set us up for 
the future that excites us and compels us to share the 
story. There are some who say that the era of            
organized religion is coming to a close. That somehow 
we, as a culture, are moving on from what are just 
dusty old stories about false heroes. But we are here to 
say those “stories” have never ended, but continue to 
live. That those “heroes” were real people not so dif-
ferent from you and me. But they were able to do God 
things with God’s help. We are here to say that there is 
strength and inspiration to be gained from history that 
can carry us forward. Even when our hearts lie panting 
on the floor. 

Technically, we could keep celebrating our              
anniversary year until our next anniversary in June 
2023  and we do actually have a few surprises 
planned. But    already our sights are set on the future. 
We are joyful for our 251st year. And our 260th. And 
our 300th…  

Happy new year! 

 
250th  

Anniversary  
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Building Update 
 
During 2022, the Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee (LL21CC) oversaw the completion of Phase 1 to     
restore and rehabilitate underused space in our historic 19th century building to improve the visitor experience 
and increase public use of beautiful building.  We continue to be extremely grateful for the congregational 
commitment to carry out this work to diversify our revenues and for all of our donor support.  Two years of 
work and almost $2 million in upgrades have given real meaning to the LL21CC motto:  Our heritage is our 
future. 
 
This building upgrade work has received favorable social media coverage from local organizations including 
the France-Merrick Foundation and Central Baltimore Partnership directing their constituents to consider 
Lovely Lane as a “stunning” venue to use for their community, arts & culture, and recreational group needs.  
And, we are currently working on re-designing our website to improve our building use outreach. 
 
We continue to seek matching funds from foundations and businesses as well as individuals to support priority 
component work with over $250,000 in new funding commitments. These priorities include: 
 
  
Security upgrades to entrance porticos on St. Paul and 22nd Streets 
  
Fire/Security Alert upgrades 
  
Gymnasium Locker Room upgrades 
  
1930s building classroom HVAC upgrades using existing duct work 
  
Brannan Chapel plaster repair 
 
      We are actively seeking additional grant support from private foundations to match our committed funds.  
Your support is vital to help reach our goals.  We still have available Community Investment Tax Credits for 
donors with Maryland income taxes to pay.  Contact Susan Preston at st.johnsabby@verizon.net for additional 
information for this tax year.         
 
 
 
We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the November, 2022 Tower edition. 

 
The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 

 
No new donations 

 
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use 

 
Jackie Noller, CITC 
Michael P. Rouse  

Linda Webb, CITC 
Worcester-Eisenbrandt Contractors, Inc. 

 
To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 

please send checks--payable to the church and indicating “Restoration” or  
“21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 

to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218  
or go to our website to donate online: www.lovelylane.net/donation. 

http://www.lovelylane.net/donation
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Worship and The Arts: 
 
Dec. 9th 7:00 PM : Baltimore City College Concert  
Dec. 11th 10:15 AM: Service of Lessons and Carols...please volunteer to read (revdeb8@aol.com) 
Dec. 16th 7:30PM and Dec. 18th 3:00PM: Handel's Messiah in the Chapel  
Directed by Brandon Shaw McKnight 
Dec. 24th: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 7:00PM (music starts at 6:45PM) 
Dec. 25th: Christmas Day Worship 10:15AM 
Jan.1, 2023: New Year's Day Worship 10:15AM 

Special Church Conference after Worship Dec. 4th to discuss a possible change in our organizational       
structure. DS Wanda Duckett will conduct the meeting. Church Conference Report   

Booklets  available from the church office 

Advent Study: Wed Dec. 7th, 14th and 21st at 
8:00AM.  

 
Adam Hamilton’s  

 “Prepare The Way For The Lord” 
 

Let the Church Office know if you are interested 
in participating. 

 
Books are available on Amazon or Cokesbury 

We are grateful to Camerata Baltimore supporting 
Lovely Lane and singing in our 250th Anniversary 

Choral Festival.  

Poinsettia Orders are due by Dec 4th.  

mailto:revdeb8@aol.com
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Handel’s Messiah at Lovely Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I am so glad to be returning to Lovely Lane this year with the Messiah. This is the 

fourth year of this production. This number gives wisdom and clarity of the 

mind, it symbolizes God’s love and mercy and tells you that your prayers have 

been heard. Jesus is the answer to many of our prayers. Jesus born into the 

world, gave us eternal life. Every day I strive to be as loving, bold, honest, and 

radical as he was. With the staged Messiah I plan on representing Jesus and 

showing the world the joy he brings. However, I cannot do this alone. I would 

love to have the Lovely Lane church family join with me this year. 

The dates of the production are December 16th at 7:30 PM and 18th at 3PM.  

The Production will take place in the Brannan  chapel. 

 
Here are some things I would like help with: 

 
Decorations (Christmas Ornaments, Garland, Wreaths) 

Candles (non-flammable) 

Decoration Set Up 

Chair Set Up 

Extension Cords 

Ushers 

Projection Board Operator 

Any monetary help would be AMAZING! (cash donations, Cashapp, venmo, paypal: @bshawmcknight) 

Getting the word out there 

Invite Friends 

 

Any other ways that you think you can help is welcomed. Looking forward to 

celebrating the birth of the King of Kings this year. 

 

You can reach me by email at bshawmcknight@gmail.com 

Brandon  
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Christmas isn't showy gifts 
Or glittering decorations; 

It's honoring our Savior, Jesus Christ 
In humble adoration. 

  
It's serving those less fortunate, 

Meeting their needs before our own; 
It's making sure at Christmas time 

That no one is alone. 
  

It's taking what we would have spent 
On things that no one needs, 
And using it to help someone 
With service and good deeds. 

Our Savior showed us how to live 
With charity, faith and service. 

It makes the holidays a joy. 
More peaceful, and less nervous. 

  
So let's remember Christmas is 

About our Savior's birth; 
That's the way to happiness, 
The way to peace on earth. 

 

Merry Christmas ! 

True Christmas   By Joanna Fuchs  



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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