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As we are heading into the summer
months, I find myself exhausted; perhaps
you do too. I’m tired of the news, the Supreme Court decisions that seem to be taking
us back, not forward. I’m tired of the inability of our politicians to put their own egos
aside and truly work for the greater good of
humanity. I’m tired of the war in Ukraine
and all it represents.
Diana Butler Bass shared this in her Sunday Musings it’s on True Freedom:
“This has been a challenging and historic
week in the United States. Many people are
confused, angry, and worried about the future — while others feel their longest hoped
for political dreams have become reality. The air is full of tension, even in these sunny summer days, it seems as if the nation has somehow cracked open.”
She goes on to ask, “What do you think of when you hear the word freedom?” For
me, it mostly conjures memories of Fourth of July picnics and fireworks. I think of
soldiers fighting for freedom and enslaved people liberated. The Berlin Wall falling
and Pride flags waving. I associate freedom with celebrations and achievements, with
politics and history.
Diana Butler Bass made me think when she said, “I sometimes forget that freedom
involves choice — my choices, your choices, the choices made by communities and
nations… To see one’s self in relation to others rearranges our emotional life and
how we act on what we feel. If you love your neighbor as yourself, you want the best
for that person — justice, freedom, dignity. To feel angry when someone limits your
neighbor’s humanity is an expression of love. You might feel angry when someone
isn’t kind to others or when something is unfair to them. Anger can often be an expression of love. All of the virtues — love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control — work in tandem with justice and mercy,
with a regard for the well-being and dignity of others, and with understanding and
compassion. …choosing to empathetically bind our lives to the lives of our neighbors
fosters freedom for everyone, including ourselves.
Freedom means that one has the power to choose. We can choose self-indulgently
—on the basis of our own desires and power — and continue on a path of dissension
and violence, or we can choose to be in solidarity with and for one another.
But we have to choose. Which do we want? Every day, the headlines and cable
news reveal the choices we’ve been making. And, if one is honest about it, few people
are happy and most feel that they are losing their freedom. The acting out, the lashing
out, the list is ugly and long.
That means we’re choosing poorly. Because, sadly, we’re picking the worst versions of ourselves. We need to understand that in choosing our neighbors, we are
choosing a path toward truer freedom. It doesn’t mean we’ll magically agree or that
the problems that got us here will be fixed. But it does mean that we can, at the very
least, create new possibilities that don’t involve hatred, violence, and civil war.
Freely deciding to love our neighbors is the bond of liberty most needed right now.
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Welcoming strangers, giving a cup of cold water—simple, almost
insignificant little things we do for each other. They sometimes
mean the world to us when we're on the receiving end. Jesus ups the
stakes a little by identifying those little acts of tender kindness as
primary indicators of discipleship. When you see someone hosting
the stranger, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, watering the
thirsty, tending the sick, visiting the prisoner, Jesus said, “I am there.
Even the secular world recognizes the value of kindness. Margaret Mead saw the value of such tender kindnesses in her study of ancient cultures. One day a student asked her for the very earliest sign
of civilization in a culture. He expected the answer to be a clay pot
or a fishhook or maybe a stone for grinding grain. Her answer: a
healed femur. She explained that no healed femurs are found among
the uncivilized. Skulls crushed by clubs, yes, and temples pierced by
arrows, but no healed femurs are found where the law of the jungle—survival of the fittest—reigns. A healed femur shows that someone had to show compassion. Someone
had to care for that person with the broken leg while it healed. Someone had to do that injured person's hunting and bring him or her food until it healed. The practice of kindness is the first sign of civilization
Norman Cousins, in a Saturday Review editorial many years ago, voiced his concern over diminishing
acts of kindness in American culture. He wrote that the highest expression of any civilization is not to be
found in its art, literature or music, its educational system, its military strength, or even its religion. Its highest expression is to be found in the tenderness its people feel for each other. If the American way of life breaks
down, Cousins prophesied, it will not be because we lack the brains to solve our problems. It will be because
our feelings have been dulled. When we lose the willingness to be kind and tender, we will have lost everything. Hubert Humphrey once said: “A society is measured by how it treats those in the dawn of life, in the
shadows of life and in the dusk of life.” We need more politicians like him, don’t we?
I’m tired, but I am blessed by the faith community known as Lovely Lane UMC. Together we strive to
work for justice, liberty, dignity, and freedom for all. It’s all the
small things that become the big things….a visitor offering to cut
Joseph’s hair; Joseph bringing others to worship because he has
found a true place of welcome; the prayer concerns shared by
Eleanor so we can all lift each other up in times of need; Jackie
filing the Final Report with the National Fund for Sacred Places
so we can get the 2nd half of their 250K grant; Duncan making
sure the building hums along with his loving touches; John doing
so many extra duties even preaching on our 250th Anniversary. . .
the list is endless. But as we choose others, we choose to be the
disciples Christ calls each of us to be. I’m so glad we are in this
together.
I find myself delighted each time young Langston comes to
worship; he has the ability the light up the room. He was named
for a famous poet, so as I close this column, just before the
Fourth of July, not long after we celebrated Juneteenth with
Langston Hughes’ poem FREEDOM.
Be Blessed,
Rev. Debbie Scott
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Freedom
BY LANGSTON HUGHES
Freedom will not come
Today, this year
Nor ever
Through compromise and fear.
I have as much right
As the other fellow has
To stand
On my two feet
And own the land.

I tire so of hearing people say,
Let things take their course.
Tomorrow is another day.
I do not need my freedom when I’m dead.
I cannot live on tomorrow’s bread.
Freedom
Is a strong seed
Planted
In a great need.
I live here, too.
I want my freedom
Just as you.

250th Anniversary
With cake, music and fine preaching we celebrated the founding of Lovely Lane Church on June 22, 1772.
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From the Lay Leader…
A lot of things happened last month. Our BaltimoreWashington Annual Conference convened for three
days to report on the last year and make plans for the
next. The Lovely Lane congregation tuned 250 years
old… celebrating our past with an eye to the future.
And our Twenty-first Century Committee met to talk
about the transition from the first phase of our
rehabilitation plans into the next.
June began with nights that still carried frost
warnings. It ended with days that issued heat
warnings. I’m always surprised when the first day of
summer arrives, as it did towards the end of last
month. I feel like I missed out on spring somehow
and went from winter almost straight into summer.
I’m always much later getting my gardens planted
than I want. Once again, this year, it didn’t happen
until well into June. Sometimes I wish I had a
greenhouse that I could put my plants in during the
winter, so I could be further along when it comes time
to plant. I feel bad going into summer with little more
than seedings struggling to survive the heat.
With all this activity in the Church and in my garden,
I began to think about how much the Church (with a
capital “C”) is like a greenhouse.
A greenhouse keeps its inhabitants safe during the
harshest times. It allows them to grow safely. Coming
together, the plants share in the focused attention of
the gardener – benefitting from the same light, the
same water.
But the metaphor of the greenhouse also reminds us
of the potential drawbacks. A greenhouse works by
creating its own environment inside. But it is only a
simulation… a select and controlled model. The real
environment is outside. It is vast and complicated and
doesn’t always do what we want it to.
This is the relationship the Church has always had
with God. The Church serves God, but it does not
contain God. And we who live in the protected
greenhouse of the Church must make an effort to be
aware of when we are serving that part of God that
lives inside the Church and when we should go
outside to serve the God that extends beyond the
Church.
There is a song we often sing at Annual Conference;
“How Great is Our God.” Yet we try to remember
that God is not “our” God. We cannot boast any
unique claim to God. There is one God. There are
many greenhouses.
The greenhouse carries another warning; “Don’t get
comfortable.” Greenhouses are temporary dwellings.
A plant may benefit from the protection of a

greenhouse when the world is cold, dry, and dark. But
for the plant to truly thrive – to be fruitful and
multiply – it must move outside when the time comes.
As we move into summer – whether it is the summer
of your own busy life, the summer of our local
Church, or the summer of the whole Church – we
must be ready to move into the larger world and the
larger vision of God. We have benefited from the
nurturing protection of the Church, so we are now
stronger and better fed than we would have been on
our own. We can survive this vast world without
walls if we have faith. Because not only is the world
larger, so is the God in whose light we will continue
to grow and blossom.
I wish you a blessed summer. I hope you can spread
your branches and take in some fresh air. I hope you
will flower with such color that people will stop and
ask, “Where did you come from? How did you get to
be so hearty?” And when they do, I hope you will tell
them that there is a place where they, too, can find
nurture in tough times.

Peace,
John Strawbridge
lay leader
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HELLOS AND GOODBYES
Hello Lovely Lane family,
My name is Ben Boellner. I currently serve as
Minister of Music and Organist at Arnolia United
Methodist Church in Parkville, Maryland. I oversee a comprehensive music program, serve as Principal Organist and Conductor for all services and
rehearsals. In addition to Arnolia, I own a small
business as a Pipe organ tuner and Technician. I
have served in churches since I was 15 years old. I
graduated from Carver Center for Arts and Technology in Towson, Maryland in 2010, and attended
CCBC Essex for 2 years. In my spare time I love
cooking, spending time with my dog, and being
outside with friends and family. Lovely Lane is
special to me in many ways. It is the Mother
Church of Methodism in America, a reconciling
congregation and a beacon of hope for the community. I am looking forward to joining your family!
In Christ,
Ben Boellner

I am working at Goucher College as a Success Advisor, supporting graduate students.
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21st Century Project Update
The Lovely Lane congregation has witnessed significant commitment—social and capital—since early 2020 to undertake the creation of the Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center. During these two years, Lovely Lane has raised nearly $2 million in government agency, private foundations, and individual donor financial support to help complete major upgrades. During these two
years, we have completed the following:
•Installation of new handicap-accessible street-level ramp
•Installation of four additional public restrooms
•Restoration of selected historic windows in the 1884 Chapel
•Installation of a new flat roof over the 1930s Fellowship hall
•Upgrading electrical & fire/safety systems
•Installation of an air conditioning system in Fellowship Hall
Full operation of the new cooling system is set for mid-July, making the Fellowship Hall ready for public use to gather, perform,
educate, exhibit, and socialize. The 21st Century Committee is planning an open house this Fall to showcase these building improvements to past, current, and future user groups. Indeed, we at Lovely Lane are proud to be a congregation that is now better positioned to contribute to the lifeblood of our community by serving as a 21st-century convener, host, trusted partner, and service provider in central Baltimore.
Plans are being refined to undertake additional work to 1) upgrade the gymnasium locker room area 2) improve security infrastructure 3) better market the newly created Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center to the public, and 4) restore the Brannan Chapel
and South Tower facing 22nd Street. Future Tower newsletters will update that progress.
Pictures below capture some of the final work being done in Fellowship Hall
Building Donations
Our accomplishments to date would not have been possible without the generosity of our many public and private sector donors. We
are grateful for that support and hope to enjoy future support to complete the 2nd phase of our important work.
We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the June 2022 Tower edition.
The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity
Salem United Methodist Church IHO Lovely Lanes 250th Anniversary
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve the building for greater community use
Anonymous
Eleanor Packard IMO Charlene Staples
To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds,
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating “Restoration” or
“21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218
or go to our website to donate online: www.lovelylane.net/donation.

New cooling unit

New electrical panels
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WORKDAY
Thanks to Duncan and Ivan for organizing our first work day after many, many months. And a
big thank you to all who helped!
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!
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