
The unfortunate thing about the entire process by WCA is that it has all the marks of colonialism that our countries 
went through some years ago. The tactics of divide-and-conquer have created chaos and division on the African conti-
nent and should not be allowed in our churches. One would have thought that our friends and partners in the WCA 
would have taken some modest time to consult with the church leaders in the Central Conferences so that we move 
together in how to implement such a cause. We people called United Methodists from the Central conferences pro-
mote unity, and we treasure our connectional spirit, but we deplore any form of colonialism. 
 
Unfortunately, what we experience time and again is the brazen interference in the affairs of The United Methodist 
Church in Africa from our brothers and sisters in the WCA. If forming a new denomination means leaving a trail of 
destruction as we are now experiencing in Africa, we surely need to talk about it as friends and members of the family 
we call The United Methodist Church. 
 
We, the undersigned bishops, have vastly different perspectives on the issues surrounding human sexuality. But with 
one accord, we stand together for the cohesion and unity of our beloved United Methodist Church. We will not be dis-
suaded from seeing one another as brothers and sisters in the church. 
 
We live on different continents, in very different contexts. But together, we carry out the task entrusted to us by our 
church, to be shepherds of the whole flock and to lead the church with honesty and integrity. We do not allow that 
trust in one another to be undermined. 
 
We represent United Methodists on three continents with a variety of languages and cultures, styles of spirituality, and 
convictions. We share a history that contains some dark and shameful aspects. But we are convinced that we can wit-
ness to God’s love more powerfully, beautifully, and invitingly if we continue to do so together. We do not allow oth-
ers to pit us against each other. 
 
Signed: 
Bishop Harald Rückert, Europe – president of the Central Conferences College of Bishops 
Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa, Africa – president of the Africa College of Bishops 
Bishop Rudy Juan, Asia – Philippines College of bishops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Press Release  UM Council Of Bishops 

 
The Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church stands with their colleagues in the Central Confer-
ences and their statement (published above)  concerning the WCA’s 
plan to ensure the vaccination of General Conference delegates in Afri-
ca.  

 
In a brief statement released today, the Executive Committee said: “We stand with our Central Conference colleagues 
and urge all to read their letter and hear the concerns. These matters impact the entire church and undermine the integ-
rity of the work of the General Conference delegates. We are grateful for the leadership of our Central Conference 
colleagues.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW WE LIVE INTO BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST 
WITHIN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ONE EXAMPLE OF HOW WE HAVE SUCH DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES 
 
 
 
 
Press Release from The Wesley Covenant Association (WCA) 
January 7, 2022 
 
In partnership with other organizations, the Wesleyan Covenant Association has organized an effort to ensure General 
Conference delegates from Africa, Europe, Eurasia, and the Philippines are fully vaccinated against the Covid virus. 
Vaccinations will make it possible for them to attend The United Methodist Church's General Conference scheduled 
for late August through early September 2022. 
 
General Conference delegates seeking entry into the U.S. will have to demonstrate they have been fully vaccinated 
with a World Health Organization (WHO) approved vaccine. Such vaccines are now available free of charge to all 
delegates. Many delegates in Africa, Europe, Eurasia, the Philippines, and the U.S. have already been fully  
vaccinated. 
 
The barrier for those still unvaccinated delegates is not the availability of vaccines but their ability to travel to cities 
where they can receive free immunizations. For example, in the Congo Central Conference, where approximately 150 
delegates reside, free immunizations are only available in a limited number of major cities. Many delegates reside in 
rural areas requiring multi-day trips to reach the clinics. This often requires several days of travel on the ground fol-
lowed by travel by air on flights that operate once a week to reach cities where vaccines are available. And since two 
doses are required for most WHO-approved vaccines, delegates must remain near the clinics for up to 18 days to re-
ceive both doses. Not only must the delegates incur the cost of travel by ground and air, but they must also have re-
sources for lodging and food while awaiting the administration of their second dose. Such costs are beyond many del-
egates' ability to pay. 
 
The WCA first sought to address this issue by determining whether the UM Church planned to assist General Confer-
ence delegates with logistical support for full vaccination. Informed that there was no plan, the WCA reached out to 
other advocacy groups across the theological spectrum to invite their participation in ensuring access to vaccines for 
delegates. To date, the Confessing Movement, Good News, and IRD/UMAction have agreed to support the initiative. 
 
Total funding to ensure all delegates who desire to be vaccinated have access to immunization is estimated to be 
$135,000. Some resources have already been provided to leaders in the annual conferences within the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Tanzania, and Zambia. The initiative has already allowed delegates in some of these countries to 
begin the process of being fully vaccinated. 
 
These resources are being made available to all delegates in need without regard to where they might stand on any 
legislation pending before General Conference. Delegates who continue to face logistical barriers and were previous-
ly unaware of this initiative are invited to email the WCA with information about their costs for traveling to an im-
munization clinic. Funds will be disbursed accordingly. 
 
Vaccines are available and accessible for delegates in the United States, Europe, Eurasia, the Philippines, and many 
countries on Africa's continent. However, where vaccines are available but not accessible, providing access is a mat-
ter of justice to ensure all delegates can participate – in person – at the 2022 General Conference. 
The Commission on General Conference plans to meet in the first quarter of 2022 to determine whether to continue 
with its plans to hold the conference this year, postpone it again, or cancel it and turn its attention to preparing for the 
2024 General Conference. The Commission has listed a number of criteria that will guide its decision. Availability 
and access to Covid vaccines was one critical item on its list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The initiative sponsored by the WCA and others seeks to ensure vaccines are available and accessible to all Gen-
eral Conference delegates. And in those cases where delegates choose not to be vaccinated, the program will pro-
vide resources allowing elected alternates to be vaccinated instead. 
 
The WCA invites its many members and friends to support this initiative. Financial contributions should be desig-
nated for “Vaccinations.” Gifts made to the program will be used solely for that purpose until all vaccine-related 
costs are paid. Thereafter, funds will be used to assist delegates in obtaining and participating in interviews for vi-
sas as well as other General Conference-related expenses. You can make your contribution online by selecting 
“Vaccinations” as your designation. You may also mail a check made payable to the Wesleyan Covenant Associa-
tion at P. O. Box 667, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. Please note on your check memo line that your gift is for 
“Vaccinations.” 
 
Thank you in advance for ensuring all delegates have access to vaccines so their voices can be heard alongside all 
others at the 2022 General Conference. 
 
The Rev. Keith Boyette is president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association and chair of the Transitional Leader-
ship Council of the Global Methodist Church (information). He is an elder in the Virginia Conference of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Press Release from Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) in response 
On January 7, 2021, the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) announced that 
it would pay the cost to have United Methodist General Conference delegates vac-
cinated against COVID-19, including the cost of travel and lodging between first 
and second vaccine doses. The WCA has invited organizations from across the 
theological landscape, including Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), to en-
dorse their efforts.  
RMN does not endorse the WCA’s efforts, which appear to be driven by their de-
sire to separate from The UMC. While seemingly noble on its surface, the WCA’s 
plan to vaccinate only United Methodist delegates in a wide landscape of inequita-
ble vaccine access would only exacerbate divisions of class, tribe, ethnicity, and 
more. Hand-selecting a small number of individuals to be vaccinated while those delegates’ communities and fam-
ilies continue to wait for vaccine access would serve the WCA in their desire to hold a General Conference as 
soon as possible. It perpetuates colonialism by the U.S. Church, and it would come at the detriment of those com-
munities and families affected.  
RMN will not participate in or endorse any initiative that prioritizes United Methodist delegates or empowers a 
U.S.-centric Church to tell other nations to prioritize vaccine access in inequitable ways.  
As such, RMN does endorse The UMC’s participation in interfaith efforts to increase global vaccine access and 
distribution through the Board of Global Ministries Advance (linked below). We urge our United Methodist kin to 
continue advocating for universal access to COVID-19 vaccines and preventative measures. 
Board of Global Ministries Press Release on Advance #3022671: https://umcmission.org/.../global-ministries-
launches.../. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Statement from Central Conference Bishops 
Posted: January 19, 2022 
Below you will find a statement released this week by the Central Conference College of Bishops 
regarding the proposed vaccinations of Central Conference Delegates.  
 
There is deep concern about the inequity this idea presents for Africa. These leaders in the Church 
were compelled to speak into this moment as we consider the potential delay of the General Con-
ference due to the Global Covid Pandemic. We simply offer this to you as information to keep you 
abreast of all that is occurring in this liminal season leading up to a time when we can gather for 
General Conference.   
It is expected that the Commission on General Conference will meet near the end of the month 
and will give direction to when General Conference will be held. It is worth noting that currently, 
only two bishops serve on the GC Commission with voice but not vote. 
 
Statement from Central Conference bishops on vaccine offers 
 
January 17, 2022 
 
As Christians, we are called to serve all of God’s people without discriminating or choosing only those who agree 
with us theologically or politically. We are called to be of help to all those in need and not only those who would 
support our organization’s goals and desires. 
 
That is why we are appalled by the action of the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) regarding COVID-19 
vaccinations. The WCA has decided to raise funds to assist some United Methodists, mostly in Africa, with get-
ting vaccinations for the sole purpose of making sure that those United Methodists who are delegates to the post-
poned General Conference would be able to travel to the United States. 
 
While we understand that vaccines are not easily accessible to all people in many parts of the world, we are dis-
mayed that the WCA would choose to help provide vaccines to only a few people and not the community as a 
whole. If the WCA’s motives are pure, why not provide vaccines for the entire family of that delegate or the entire 
Church or the community in which the delegate lives? 
 
The world is in the midst of a global pandemic that so far has caused the death of more than 5.5 million people. 
Currently, the highly contagious Omicron variant has made many countries shut down again and reintroduce se-
vere restrictions due to exponentially growing numbers of people infected. While the United States and Europe 
are struggling to increase the number of people fully vaccinated and encouraging a third and, in some places, even 
a fourth shot, countries in Africa are struggling to make vaccines available at all. For example, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, less than half a million people out of a population of 80 million are vaccinated. 
 
Furthermore, we know the virus is likely to continue to mutate as long as a significant amount of people are in-
fected. This is why the Connectional Table has called the Church to consider vaccine equity a missional priority 
of the Church. The Council of Bishops supports this effort. As vaccine distribution is regulated and controlled by 
the government in each individual country, the efforts of The United Methodist Church are to focus on advocacy 
and education. This concerns our future – we are all affected, and we all know people who have been seriously ill 
or have died from Covid. Jesus called us to care for the least and making vaccines available across the globe and 
receiving vaccination when possible is a simple matter of obedience to Christ’s call and a tangible expression of 
love of neighbor, and far more important than our own internal struggles in the Church. It is time that we wake up 
to this reality in God’s world. 
 
 
Offering vaccines to General Conference delegates or covering the cost of delegates to travel to places where they 
can be vaccinated is not an expression of vaccine equity. Rather, it appears as an attempt to benefit those who 
have been given a special responsibility and who the donor wishes to fulfill a certain purpose. 
 
Furthermore, the official organizer of the General Conference is the Commission on General Conference. When 
individual interest groups begin to offer benefits to delegates, they jeopardize the integrity of the General Confer-
ence. 
 
 
 
 


