
 

Urgent Appeal to Protect the Right to Vote and Build More Beloved Community  

 
 
From the Baltimore-Washington Conference Advocacy and Action Ministry 
  
As United Methodists, we “hold governments responsible for the protection of the rights of the people to free and fair 
elections” believing that “the form and the leaders of all governments should be determined by exercise of the right to 
vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.” (2016 Book of Discipline, ¶164A). 
  
But last year, 19 states passed more than 30 laws restricting access to the polls that have disproportionately disenfran-
chised Black and Brown citizen voters. 
 
United Methodist Resolution 3378 “Racism and Economic Justice Against People of Color” emboldens us to live out 
the Beloved Community founded on strengthening voting rights, and free and fair voting protections and elections for 
all citizens, especially as a response to systemic racism. United Methodist have an opportunity to lift their voices as 
the Senate debates taking up legislation by January 17, 2022.  
 
The Freedom to Vote Act (S.2747) and The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (S.4) are important steps to 
protect and promote the sacred right to vote. This legislation eliminates many anti-voter restrictions by improving bal-
lot access and curbing partisan gerrymandering. It will set basic federal guidelines to ensure voters are given ample 
time and means to exercise their right to vote, encourage greater civic participation and promote transparency in our 
electoral, process ensuring that our democracy is responsive and accountable to voters. 
  
You're Invited to Join Three Faithful Calls to Action 
  
Call Your senators at 1-888-885-1748. 
 
Call 888-885-1748 to be connected to your senators. (Call twice to be connected to both Senate offices.) Tell them 
that you are a United Methodist person of faith and that democracy reforms are a moral issue for you. Ask them if you 
can depend on them to support The Freedom to Vote Act (S.2747) and The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement 
Act (S.4)  
 
Go to https://www.mobilize.us/commoncause/event/376178/ and be connected with others across our nation. 
 
You will be trained and connected to invite others to support the Freedom to Vote Act (S.2747) and The John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Act (S.4). 
 
If you have questions, contact Beth Reilly at beth@washmorefeet.org.  
  
Pray for our legislators that they will uphold the voice and vote of all citizens.  
  
Together, we pray: 
“Almighty God, you rule all the peoples of the earth. Inspire the minds of all women and men to whom you have com-
mitted the responsibility of government and leadership in the nations of the world. Give to them the vision of truth and 
justice, that by their counsel all nations and peoples may work together. Give to the people of our country zeal for jus-
tice and strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will. Forgive our short-
comings as a nation; purify our hearts to see and love the truth. We pray all these things through Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

— United Methodist Book of Worship #442 
  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose legacy we honor on Monday, along with many women and men of different ages 
and diverse faith traditions sacrificed to ensure that every person had the right to vote. Counting every vote is a moral 
issue, honors the God-given dignity and sacred worth of each person, and promotes a common good shaped by love, 
justice and equitable policies alongside our neighbors.   
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

A Letter To America (January 15, 2022) 
By Rev. Dr. Anthony Hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

   This year marks the 93rd anniversary of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth, and the 54st year 

after his assassination on April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. As was the case in 1968, the nation 

and world are fraught with various existential and spiritual realities that challenge our life together. 

Today, we are faced with the quadruple pandemics of COVID-19 and health crisis, economic distress 

for many, racial division, and pervasive political discord. 
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     In April of 1963, King wrote a letter to eight clergymen in Birmingham, Alabama which has 

come to be known as his Letter from Birmingham Jail, and on August 28th of the same year in 

Washington, DC, at the urging of gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, who encouraged him to “Tell them 

about the Dream Martin!”, King delivered the concluding recitation in what has come to be known 

as his “I Have a Dream” speech.   

     In both the Birmingham letter and Washington, DC speech, King demonstratively spoke of the 

“fierce urgency of now” and the need for immediate action in addressing racial, social and political 

upheaval in the quest for freedom and justice for all people.  

     He said, “We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the 

fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there “is” such a thing as be-

ing too late. This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive ac-

tion.” And so today, we might wonder what King would say if he were alive to write a letter to 

America. Here might be some of what he would share with America in 2022: 

 

My Dear American Sisters and Brothers, 

      I greet you in the all-abounding love of God in Christ, our Savior. I pray that all of you now find 

yourselves reasonably well and are continuing to strive toward living in peace with justice, and 

striving to become the Beloved Community. In reflecting on the nearly 54 years since my last public 

address at Mason Temple Church of God in Christ, in Memphis, Tennessee on the night of April 3, 

1968, and my assassination on a balcony at the Lorraine Motel at 6:01 pm the following evening in 

that same city, much has occurred in America.   

     Much of the progress that was eventuated up to my death, as seen in the passing of national Civil 

Rights legislation in 1964, and Voting Rights legislation in 1965 seemed to come to full fruition with 

the election of Barack H. Obama in 2008 as the 44th President of the United States, the first African 

American to hold the nation’s highest office. And yet, in the past several years there has been a 

heightened emergence (or re-emergence) of evils such as racism, classism, sexism, xenophobia, 

homophobia, misogyny, white supremacy and forms of nationalism that now serve to perpetuate and 

exacerbate division in much of American society, and even in large segments of the churches.   

     A backdrop to the nation’s celebration of my birth on this January 15th, is the memory of exis-

tential and tragic darkness that you witnessed one year ago at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021, 

wherewith rioting and insurrection, lives were lost, people were beaten and terrorized, federal prop-

erty was destroyed, elected officials’ lives were threatened, and democracy and freedom were threat-

ened as you’ve never witnessed before. Indeed, vitriolic hatred was on full display and in full effect 

on that day at the U.S. Capitol in the Nation’s Capital.   

     I remind you that less than two miles from the U.S. Capitol is located a memorial in my name, 

the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial. Etched in the circular stone wall surrounding the Memorial 

are several of my most notable quotes, a few of which I remind you of today:  

 

 

 

 

 

because the moral arc of the universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” “Injustice anywhere is 

a threat to justice everywhere.”   

     Another sentiment that is etched into my memorial’s wall is “Darkness cannot drive out dark-

ness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that.” In light of the 

challenges that confront you, I remind you to remain cognizant that each of you is called to be the 

light and love that the nation and world needs to overcome darkness and hatred now extant 

among you. Remember that there is a certain collective force among those of you who are com-

mitted to seeing that the vision of the prophet Amos is realized that “justice (would) roll down as 

waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream” (Amos 5:24).   

        America, in light of all that now fractures you, and in light of the multifarious issues that you 

face, the most critical and fundamental fight for American democracy and the exercise of your 

citizenship is the fight to secure the right of all Americans to exercise your right and responsibility 

to vote, and for all votes to be counted.  

In recent years, and especially in the past 12 months, there have been persistent threats to voting 

rights for all American citizens with the passing of legislation in numerous states designed to limit 

and suppress access to voting, particularly among Black and Brown citizens. I remind you of a 

sentiment of the late Congressman John Lewis that continues to ring true, “The vote is almost sa-

cred.”   

        I encourage each of you to do several things: (1) register to vote, and exercise your right to 

vote in every election, (2) find 3-4 people in your immediate circles who are unregistered, and 

make sure they get to a voter registration event, register, and then be encouraged to also vote in 

every election, (3) in your spheres of influence – organize, mobilize, collaborate and orchestrate 

larger voter registration movements, and (4) contact your local, state and national elected offi-

cials to ensure that your voices are heard as it regards the urgency of passing local, state and fed-

eral laws that will ensure that all persons have a right to vote, and that all votes are counted. 

       There is a great deal more that I could share, but I will conclude my letter by encouraging 

you to never give up dreaming and hoping for a better tomorrow. Regarding hope, I remind you of 

my past sentiments that hope is always “animated and undergirded by faith and love,” and that 

hope is “the refusal to give up despite insurmountable odds.” Always remember, if you have hope, 

you have faith in something.   

        Never forget my words on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in August 1963 in the dream 

that I shared with the nation on that sunlit day that there would someday be “[hewn] out of the 

mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” 

My dream for you, America, remains the same as it was almost 59 years ago, that the Beloved 

Community will become a reality. As always, I pray that yours will be a future filled with hope. 

With Agapic Love,  

Your Brother Martin 

  


