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The Work of Christmas    

      Lovely Lane UMC is the first church I have served 
in an urban setting. When I  started driving into 
Baltimore along Martin Luther King Boulevard, I was 
astonished by how many homeless brothers and sisters 
lined up at street corners with their handmade signs 
asking for help. I soon realized I could not help them 
all, but I could focus on one and try to make a 
difference. There was something about Joseph that drew 
me to him. 
     I have been seeing Joseph twice a week for over 
three years. Each encounter would bring a snippet of his 
life and experience on the streets. He is well versed in 
scripture and preaches a bit to the younger folks on the 
streets, sharing that this life is very hard and they need 
to find a way out. He was always gracious, respectful 
and thankful. 
     When the number of cars slowed at the start of the 
pandemic, I made the conscious decision to bring 
Joseph breakfast each time I came to Baltimore and enough cash to buy a few 
meals. He credits the congregation of Lovely Lane and me as being his lifeline. 
This summer, he was adamant that he would not spend another winter on the 
streets; it was getting too dangerous. We were trying to support him in finding a 
house or apartment to share, but that kept falling through. 
      Early Sunday morning, December 5th,  I received a phone call, but I could not 
understand who it was. After three attempts, I realized it was Joseph. He had 

woken up in the ICU Unit at Midtown U Md 
Hospital, having been intubated and hypothermic. 
Joseph had passed out on the street, struggling to 
breathe due to pneumonia. I visited with him after 
church and he introduced me to the nurse as his 
only family. That brought me to my knees...my 
sole connection was chance encounters on a street 
corner and yet he claimed me as family. I know he 
has a son and siblings, but they are not in touch. 
     I was listed as his only contact on his medical 
chart. I talked with the nursing staff and social 
worker about the need to get him off the streets. 
With perseverance, he was accepted into a 90-day 
program for those dealing with mental health and 
addiction issues. The hope was to work with him 
to get him housing and a job once his medical 
issues were under control. I made another hospital 

visit, brought him some gently used clothes in a suitcase ready for his transfer 
which was to occur the next day (Wed. Dec. 8th).  
     I didn’t hear from Joseph. I tried to call the hospital but found he had been 
discharged. I called the treatment center, but they could not share any 
information. I waited and prayed for word on his well-being. As I drove to church 
the next Sunday (Dec. 12th) I was talking to a friend who knew about Joseph and I 
kept saying I hope he is not at his usual corner. 
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But low and behold, Joseph was there when I rounded the corner. I pulled over to the small parking lot where we 
usually talked and waited for him to come over as my anger boiled to the surface. 
    He was full of excuses and I finally said it was all bologna (actually, it was a bit stronger than that but not fit to 
print). I gave Joseph the tough love speech: he had almost died, there was a program waiting for him that would 
provide a roof over his head, a bed to lay his head on, three meals a day and assistance for the future.  
He would not have to spend the winter on the streets. I left him so disappointed. God had opened a door for  
Joseph, but he was not in a place to walk through and I had to live into that reality. That was really hard to do; too 
many of you know what that is like.        
     The next morning, I called the director of the program and he said, “Pastor, Joseph has to come in on his own 
at this point; he made the decision not to come with us. Pray for him, pastor; it’s all you can do at this point.” 
Most of you know, it’s hard for me to sit back and wait; I tend to be a person of action. But I prayed and hoped. 
Not an hour later, honest to God, the director called me and said, “Pastor, you’ll never guess who is sitting in our 
waiting room.” I just cried. 
     By the end of the day Monday, he was admitted to Beyond Health. I saw Joseph Tuesday morning and brought 
him some toiletries and a Bible. In the five minutes I was allowed to be there; he introduced me as his pastor to as 
many as he could. He assured me he was going to stay and work the program, May It Be So! I will not be allowed 
to visit for 28 days...but he can call when allowed as he did today.    
     Pray with me for Joseph and the many others that find themselves in the same situation. In this season of dark-
ness, we call Advent; I have to trust that the Christ who brought light to a people who walked in darkness will 
shine His light upon Joseph and bring him hope, peace, joy and love. 
     My friends, before we blink, Christmas will be in our rearview mirror, but I leave you with the  
following challenge. It comes from “The Work of Christmas,” composed by Howard Thurman, an African-
American theologian, educator, and civil rights leader: 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

 
Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Debbie Scott 
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From the Lay Leader… 

This year is the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of Lovely Lane. So to kick things off, I thought I’d sit 
down and interview Lovely Lane. We talked for a 
long time, and the following are some highlights from 
our conversation. 

John Strawbridge: Let me begin by saying that for 
someone that is two hundred and fifty years old, 
you look great. 

Lovely Lane: I’ll be honest – I’ve had some work 
done. 

JS: Really. It doesn’t show.  

LL:Yes, it does! But thank you for being polite. But 
the truth is, I’m proud of all my scars. I’ve had a 
pretty active life, and it’s left some bumps and 
bruises. I’m glad. I’ve never been one of those 
delicate girls that care about her looks. I’d rather 
get my hands dirty and my knees scraped. 

JS: When you look back on all those years – what’s 
your favorite memory? 

LL:I get that question a lot. The answer is not what 
you think.  

JS: I would think it would be December 1784 – the 
Christmas Conference. 

LL: Ah, yes. The birth of my first child – the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. I remember that was 
a long labor. Ten days. Francis Asbury was 
ordained, if you recall. 

JS: Yes, you’ve told me that story. About how it took- 

LL: It took three days! First, he was elected deacon. 
Then he was elected elder. And then… 

JS: He was elected Superintendent. 

LL: Are you telling this story, or am I? 

JS:  Sorry. But I heard that one many times. If that 
wasn’t your favorite memory, what is? June 22nd, 
1772 – your own birthday? 

LL: No. 

JS: 1940 – The first conference after unification? 

LL: No. 

JS: The first free school? The first missionary 
society? 

LL: No and no. 

JS: I know! November 6th, 1887, the day you got your 
new building! 

LL: You’re way off. 

JS: Then what? 

LL: The day the baby was baptized. 

JS: Which baby? When? 

LL: Any of them. All of them. That’s my favorite. 
And also, anytime two people got married. Those 
were my favorite. Also confirmations. I love 
confirmations. Those are my favorite, too. 

JS: That’s a lot of memories.  

LL: More than you can know.  

JS: I guess you’ve seen a lot of changes in our life. 

LL: Superficial changes, yes. Different fashions. 
Different hairstyles. Cars instead of horses. But 
not the real things. 

JS: What do you mean, “real things.” 

LL: People haven’t changed. They still need the same 
things. Love. Reassurance. They still want to 
know someone sees them. They still want a sense 
of belonging. They still long to be closer to God – 
though they don’t always know that’s what they 
need. Those are the things that never change. 
Those are the things that keep me going. 

JS: So, the obvious question – what do you think has 
been the secret of your long life? 

LL: Richard Overton, the oldest veteran in America, 
said the secret to living long was “Don’t die.” But 
then he was only one hundred and twelve. When 
you get to be my age, you realize that there is 
more to living than simply not dying. You’ve got 
to make a choice to keep living. I think that’s been 
my secret. I’ve never thought about how old I 
was. I only think about how much is ahead. 

Our interview covered many topics. More than I have 
room to share with you here. But if you’d like to hear 
more, then come by any Sunday morning. Lovely 
Lane has lots to say. 

Peace, 
John Strawbridge  

lay leader 
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PROJECTS TO RESTORE AND REHABILITATE OUR 19TH CENTURY BUILDING 
 
21ST CENTURY PROJECT CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
 
Completion of the contracted window restoration work in the Brannan Chapel wrapped up in December 2021.  
The luminous glow created in the Chapel’s interior by the new exterior glazing on these restored windows is 
something to behold.  Please make plans to visit this space of our building in the near future. (see next page) 
 
We are pleased to report that a contractor has been selected to undertake the rehabilitation of Fellowship Hall. 
This work includes flat roof repair, air conditioning installation, and fire and safety system upgrade.  We antic-
ipate completion of this scope of work by July 2022.  We look forward to hosting more community groups 
conducting educational, recreational, civic and arts activities in this part of our building in the year ahead. 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 
Fundraising to complete planned work to upgrade additional underused space to increase public use of our 
beautiful building is underway.  Rising construction costs and delayed deliveries of materials and equipment 
due to the impact of COVID-19 have added budgetary and scheduling pressures to our efforts.  However, the 
private/public partnership of donors supporting our project to date has been very encouraging and will help to 
open new doors to complete our full project goals going forward. 
 
MAINTENANCE OF PAST RESTORATION WORK 
 
In 2021 we repaired a leak in the sanctuary tile roof.  We are happy to report this work has resolved the prob-
lem.  No additional maintenance of past restoration work was undertaken last year.   
 
DONOR UPDATE 
 
The Lovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for the support received to showcase its 19th Century 
building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the United States in 1784. We have 
received the following donations since we published a listing in the December 2021 Tower edition. 

 
The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 

 
No new donations 

 
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use 

 
Brendan Cormack and Rachel Green, CITC recipients 

Sally Ransom Knecht 
Tina McCoach 

Johnny, Marisa & Daria Olszewski, CITC recipients 
Michael P. Rouse 

David and Marilyn Warshawsky 
 

 
 

To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating “Restoration” or  

“21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218  
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Ivan Our Beloved Sexton 
 
We all know and appreciate Ivan’s care and attention to the security of our 
large, multi-roomed historic building. We also see that he cleans all parts of 
it regularly. He’s the one that picks up all the trash outside the church and 
cleans the porticos every week, as sadly, some of the neighborhood folks 
choose to use them as bathrooms.   
 
He’s also learning new skills as new issues arise. It used to be that I’d get a 
panic phone call if one of the commercial, high-pressure toilets either 
wouldn’t flush properly or would stop flushing. Here you see him armed 
with a screwdriver and channel locks at the ready on the floor, carefully 
shutting off the flow valve of the toilet in the 2nd-floor ladies’ bathroom.  
 
Well done, Ivan. You’ve learned a new skill! 
 
Duncan. 

S 
elected windows in the Brannan Chapel have been completed with an all female construction team: 
Cailin, owner’s rep; Rev Deb, pastor; Katherine, architect; and Amy, conservator/ construction man-
ager  

  



 

Our Christmas Altar 
We thank our members and friends for placing poinsettias on the Lovely Lane Altar, 

remembering the birth of the Blessed Babe of Bethlehem, and the birth of American Methodism,  
at the Lovely Lane Meeting House Christmas 1784. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
By Lenore Baier: 

 In honor of Aimee Delaney, Rev. Deb, Shanna Webb, Ivan Reyes, Bill and the Choir, and John  Strawbridge 
By Melvin and Helen Boore: 
 In memory of Mrs. Jennifer Ann Paul, Mrs. Janice S. Boore, and Dr. Burwell F.  Powell 
By Emora and Nancy Brannan: 
 In memory of our parents 
 In honor of our children, grandchildren, & our worship leaders 
By Henry and Linda Chen: 
 In honor of Emora and Nancy Brannan, Nancy Nedwell, and John Strawbridge (for his inspired writing).  
 In memory of Dick Wilson, Adele Daly, Bob Shaw, Beth Glasgow, and Dee Shaw. 
By Laura Coleman: 
 In memory of Louis Coleman 
By Susan Denny Conner & Family: 
 In memory of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. C. Sherman Denny, Jr., grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. C. Sherman 
 Denny, Sr., and grandparents  Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Rigby McDorman 
By Aimee Delaney: 
 In honor of her father-in-law, Tom Delaney  
 In memory her mother-in-law, Dana Delaney 
By Ann E. Field:  
 In memory of Mrs. Mary Purdy Hannaford 
By Betsy Fisk: 
 In honor of my Fabulous Family 
 In memory of my dear husband, George 
By Laura Gamble: 
 In memory of Morris & Louise Gamble 
By Marian Munn Griffin: 
 In memory of Albert & Frances Munn, Dalton Munn, Albert Munn, Jr., Daisy Trobaugh & Mike Griffin  
By Etzie S. Heyl: 
 In memory of Ethel Holmes Dyer, Martha Holmes Tracey, & Edna Holmes Brown 
By Priscilla Ann Hill: 
 In honor of America’s Veterans  
 In memory of her grandparents, Raymond and Mildred Goodwin and her parents, CDR. Howard and           
 Virginia Ann Blum (Given by their family members)  
By David James: 
 In memory of Frances M. James & Harry D. James 
By Joanna B. & Donald R. Kann: 
  In memory of Dr. Frederick S. & Joan M. Barkalow, and Joan Willen Cohen 

 In honor of all our Friends at Lovely Lane, Rev. Nancy Nedwell, Rev. Emora & Nancy Brannan, Rev. Debbie 
Scott  

By Donna Knott: 
 In memory of Don Conklin 



 

By Dennis M. Nonemaker: 
 In memory of Albert E. & Mabel B. Nonemaker, Margaret E. Nonemaker, William J. Burgan  
By Eleanor M. Packard: 

 In memory of John Neal Packard, Mr. & Mrs. Albert Rogers Munn, Mr. & Mrs. C.E. Packard, I and Mr. & 
Mrs. L. G. Yongue 

By Rev. Carl Ford Peterson: 
 In memory of Dolores Wilton and Bob Show 
 In honor of Rev. Dr. Emora & Nancy Brannan 
By Carole Conklin Quinan: 

 In memory of her parents, Alberta L. & W. LeRoy Conklin and my brothers, Daniel L. Conklin & Don D. 
Conklin 

By Bernice von Saleski: 
 In memory of Rainer von Saleski 
By Rev. Debbie Scott: 
 In honor of her sister, Wendy Joy Scott, the Lovely Lane Staff, and the wonderful Lovely Lane 
 Congregation 
 In memory of her parents, Gale & Marie Scott  
By Sarah Scribner 
By Charlotte Shrewsbury: 
 In memory of MSG. William R. Shrewsbury & Jane Biehl 
 In memory of Fred & Pat King and The Wilton Shaw Family 
By Roger & Barbara Tinius: 

In memory of John & Hannelore Tinius and Theodore Sr. & Clarissa May Kammar 
By Lovely Lane UMC: 
 In honor of our Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Wanda Bynum Duckett  
 In memory of all lost to COVID-19, gun violence, and weather related events 
By Linda Webb: 
 In memory of her parents, Leslie & Viola Meinders and sister, Barbe Bonjour Pike 
 In honor and in memory of Saints of Lovely Lane UMC, those who died from COVID  

Lessons and Carols was wonderful. Thank you Bill, choir and readers!  



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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