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Advent 2021 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” We Need You 

  Thirteen years ago, the religion page of 
the Washington Post had a great article 
that was part of their On Faith series. 
Several commentators responded to its’ 
content; they were all over the map with 
their comments. As we close the liturgi-
cal calendar on one year and look for-
ward to the start of Advent, I thought it 
was a piece that we all should re-read as 
part of our seasonal preparation. It’s a 
call to compassion by Karen Arm-
strong....... 
    Compassion is indeed central to every 
one of the major world religions -- but 
sometimes you would never know it. In-
creasingly religion is associated with 
violence and intolerance; it seems pre-
occupied with dogma, belief, getting to 

heaven, or enforcing “correct” sexual behavior. There are magnificent exceptions, of 
course, but it is rare to hear religious leaders speaking of the primary importance of 
compassion. People don't even seem to know what it means. It is often assumed to 
mean "pity" or "feeling sorry" for somebody. But the root of this Greco-Latin word is 
"to experience with;" compassion compels us to dethrone the egotism, self-
preoccupation and selfishness that hold us back from the divine and put ourselves in 
the place of another.  
    All the great religious sages insist that compassion is the chief religious duty. The 
first person to do so was Confucius, who, five hundred years before Christ, was the 
first to formulate the Golden Rule: "Do not do to others what you would not like them 
to do to you." It was the central "thread" that ran through all his teaching and should 
be practiced "all day and every day." Every single faith has evolved its own version of 
the Golden Rule, which requires us to look into our own hearts, discover what gives 
us pain and refuse, under any circumstance whatsoever to inflict that pain on any-
body else. 
    "My religion is kindness," said the Dalai Lama; you can have faith that moves 
mountains, says St Paul, but it is worthless without charity; Rabbi Hillel said that the 
Golden Rule was the essence of Torah: everything else was "only commentary." Mus-
lims begin every reading of the Qur'an by invoking the compassion of God. But the 
religions also insist that you cannot confine your compassion to your own kind; you 
have to have "concern for everybody," love your enemies, and honor the stranger. 
    The major task of our generation is to build a global community where people of 
all persuasions can live together in mutual respect. If we do not achieve this, we will 
not have a viable world to hand on to our children. We must implement the Golden 
Rule globally, treating other peoples ~ whoever they may be ~ as we would wish to be 
treated ourselves. Any ideology ~ religious or secular ~ that breeds hatred or disdain 
will fail the test of our time. The religions should be making a major contribution to 
this essential task ~ and that is why it is important to sign on to the Charter of Com-
passion, change the conversation, and make it cool to be compassionate 
(charterforcompassion.org). The world will help to write this Charter to return reli-
gion to the spirit of the Golden Rule. Can we make a difference? "Yes, We Can!"  
   We know first hand when a few people get together, we really can make a  

https://charterforcompassion.org/
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difference. Lovely Lane UMC is a church family that demonstrates compassion in so many ways. I ask that 
compassion be our focus, in light of so many current events, during this season of waiting and longing known 
as Advent.  
    After the death of his wife, C.S. Lewis began to write eloquently about the deep longing that defines human 
existence; a longing that can only be satisfied by our true eternal home in God. “What I find profoundly help-
ful here is the acceptance that our lives will always be restless and filled with longing. It's what led Augustine 
to sigh that well known prayer: our hearts are restless, O Lord, until we find our rest in you.” (Rev. Roy 
Howard) 
    As we move toward Christmas, our restless hearts may be overwhelmed with the many challenges around 
us. But you know, compassion doesn’t cost us a thing! What a great lesson for our kids. The child of Bethle-
hem lived a life of compassion, may we follow his example and find our rest in Him.  
     Grace and Peace, 
               Rev. Debbie Scott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

C 
hristmas Eve Service 7:00pm, mu-
sic begins at 6:45 pm. Please join us 
for this candlelight service.  

 

H elp decorate the sanctuary after worship 
Nov. 28th. Many hands will make it go 

quickly, previous experience is not necessary!   

L essons and Carols Dec. 12th 
Our choir, under the direction of Wil-

liam Murphy, will walk us through this tradi-
tional service at 10:15am. If you'd like to help 
with the readings please let Rev. Deb know.  
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From the Lay Leader… 

It is the season of Advent—the time when we look 

forward to the coming of the Christ child. So maybe 

now is a good time to talk about the Second Coming. 

The Second Coming is understood to be very 

different from the first. Where the birth of the Christ 

child was a lonely silent night, the Second Coming 

is envisioned as earth-shaking and cacophonous.  

Matthew 24:27: “For as the lightning comes from 

the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.”  

For most of us (that is to say, contemporary 

Protestants), our own impression of the Second 

Coming is probably shaped by our familiar Apostles 

Creed, “From thence he shall come to judge the 

living and the dead.” Put these together, and you 

have a fairly dramatic picture of Christ coming from 

the sky amid thunder and lightning to raise the 

righteous into Heaven and cast the wicked into hell. 

The Second Coming is often interchangeable with 

the term: Judgement Day. No wonder so many 

people view Christ’s return with a mixture of awe 

and fear. 

But how do we reconcile this fierce Wagnerian 

storm-riding executioner with the compassionate, 

thoughtful teacher from Nazareth that we know from 

the first coming? Are we being warned that salvation 

is a limited-time offer? Is it to be No More, Mr. Nice 

Guy? 

The Christmas story is vitally important. It is not just 

tradition… not just a Hallmark story to be read every 

year on Christmas Eve. We are so familiar with the 

story and the popular images of the Nativity that we 

forget that it is every bit as shocking as God coming 

down from a storm cloud. Even more so because 

you expect God to arrive with thunder and lightning. 

Riding the white horse and wielding the Sword of 

Truth. But for God to arrive so… well… human. 

Helpless and humble. In a barn. Nothing could be a 

more startling way of saying, “Throw out everything 

you thought you knew!” 

John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

The Bible repeatedly tells us that the Christ is eternal 

and unchanging. It is a promise. God has not asked 

us to accept Christ, knowing he will turn the tables 

on us. God has given us his Word and sealed it by 

the blood of the Sacrifice. What, then, might we 

truly expect when Christ returns? 

Hebrews 9:28: “so Christ, having been offered once 

to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 

not to deal with sin, but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him.” 

Yes, Christ’s next appearance may be bold. The 

Bible promises that we will easily be able to 

recognize it so we won’t be fooled by false prophets; 

“…This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” [Acts 1:11b] But we should not 

expect Emmanuel to be so different from the loving 

God we first met in Bethlehem. The verse from 

Hebrews assures us that He comes not as a punisher 

but as a savior. As always, Christ comes not to prove 

the doubters wrong but to embrace those who 

welcome Him.  

As we move through this advent season, let us look 

forward not to a one-time blessing. Let us tell a story 

of Promise, not threat. Let us remember that even 

death has not taken Jesus so far from us. That for 

Christ to come into the world, all we have to do is 

look for Him. 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 
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21st CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT  

 
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
 
The restoration of historic windows in the Brannan Chapel is proceeding on schedule and should be complet-
ed by year’s end. This work by our specialty contractors will assure a weather-tight envelope to this portion of 
the 1884 building for future installation of air conditioning.  
 
We are pleased to report that a contractor will be selected in early December to undertake the rehabilitation of 
Fellowship Hall. This work includes flat roof repair, air conditioning installation, and fire and safety system 
upgrade.  We anticipate completion of this scope of work by July 2022.  
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 
Fundraising for Phase 2 of the two-phase $2.8 million project is underway. The private/public partnership of 
donors supporting our project to date has been very encouraging and will help to open new doors to complete 
the last $1+million leg of the capital campaign.  
 
There are many tax-advantaged ways donors can help us reach our funding goals.  A very attractive way to 
lower your 2021 Maryland income tax bill is to make a $500 and above donation to the capital project and 
receive a credit against this year’s taxes due. For Maryland residents and businesses, the out-of-pocket costs 
for a donation could be lowered by 70%, depending on your taxpayer filing status.  
 
Please contact the church office at 410-889-1519 to complete the paperwork to receive available credits. Al-
ternatively, email lovelylanecenter@gmail.com to find out the details of how these valuable credits could 
work for you AND help Lovely Lane support our building project.  
 
And, as the Holidays approach, we encourage all members and friends of Lovely Lane to consider purchasing 
commemorative watercolor sketches of Lovely Lane by local architect Jerome C. Gray. Please call the church 
office at 410-889-1512 to order or go to our website to view available prints and notecards and order online at 
http://lovelylane.net/home 
 
DONOR UPDATE: The Lovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for the support received to show-
case its 19th Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the United 
States in 1784. We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the November 2021 
Tower edition. 

 
The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 

 
No new donations 

 
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use 

 
Emora & Nancy Brannan 
Catherine Fenselau Cotter 

 
 

To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating “Restoration” or  

“21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218 or go to our website to 

donate online: www.lovelylane.net/donation. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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                                                 Advent Study  
Please join us by zoom for a four week Advent Study 
at 12:30pm on Wednesday December 1, 8,15 and 22. 
If we meet during the noon hour we will hopefully 
make it available to those who are working. We ask 
that you secure your own copy of The Journey 
(Amazon has it). Rev. Adam Hamilton travels from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fascinating look at the 
birth of Jesus Christ. As he did with Jesus' crucifix-
ion in 24 Hours That Changed the World, Hamilton 
once again approaches a world-changing event with 
thoughtfulness. Using historical information, archae-

ological data, and a personal look at some of the stories surrounding the birth, 
the most amazing moment in history will become more real and heart-felt as you 
walk along this road. Please let Rev. Deb know if you will be participating.   

Handel’s Messiah 

I am very honored and grateful to be able to bring 
back The Messiah to Lovely Lane. This church is tru-
ly one of my favorite places to be. This year will be 
similar to the staged version I produced in 2019 but 
slightly different. I've decided to name this produc-
tion, "The Handel's Messiah Experience". I used the 
word experience because that's exactly what I want 
everyone who is a part of this holy night to feel they 
are witnessing. So come prepared to sing-a-long, 
stand up, wave your hands, move your body, and feel 
the joy that is Handel's Messiah. 
I can't wait to spend the evening with you all! 
 
Brandon McKnight  
 
Information on the experience: 
 
Date: 12/19/2021 
Time: 5:00 PM 
 
 
 
 

 

Memorial Gift Opportunity  

 
After challenges with our altar candles for most of the summer, we ordered liquid wax candles.  They were 
placed in use on Homecoming Sunday.  The new candles are used in our previous candle holders.  They were 

lovely on their first service burning steadily bright! 
 
If you would like to make a gift in honor or memory of someone,  consider making a donation of the candles. 

The candles will be a part of our worship services for years to come.  They remind us Christ is the light of the 
world as we gather to worship, we must take the Light to the old as we leave.   Speak to our pastor, John 
Strawbridge, or the Brannans for more information. 
 

The candles are an ever-present symbol in our services and would be a meaningful gift. 



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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