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Most of you are aware that I had major abdominal surgery on October 7th. I am
no stranger to surgery. My first was when I was 3 ½ years old, finally old enough to
have my tonsils removed, which had been a problem since I was six months old. My
next surgery was 43 years later when I had emergency removal of my gall bladder.
The twenty years that followed that surgical event were riddled with orthopedic
surgeries...knee replacements, rotator cuff repairs, achilles tendon detachment. I became the poster child of Physical Therapy (PT). I knew how
to push through pain, to put the
hard work of rehab in so that I
could walk, use my shoulder
and swing a golf club. I understood the long-range goals and
the small steps that would lead
to those goals being achieved.
In February 2007, I had a
handful of peanuts, which led
to my first diverticulitis attack,
but it actually saved my life.
The CT Scan used to diagnose
diverticulitis also showed a
small tumor in my right kidney, which turned out to be
cancer. I had my kidney surgery at NIH, and Dr. Pinto
said, “It would have been five
years before I had signs of the kidney cancer, and by that point, it would have been
too late.” I was out swinging a golf club two weeks after that laparoscopic surgery
which saved my kidney. A handful of peanuts saved my life but started 14 years of
dealing with ongoing diverticulitis attacks.
This past June, I was doubled
over with a severe attack the
likes of which I had not experienced before. Long story short,
it was determined that I needed
surgery to remove my sigmoid
colon as it had become too narrow from years of inflammation.
The date was set for Thursday,
October 7th. Curious minds will
want to know I played 18 holes
of golf the day before, just prior
to starting the “prep” for surgery. I thought I was prepared
for this major surgery. I had
preachers for the two weeks I
thought I’d need to recover
(Thanks, Dr. Brannan and Rev.
Angela Wells).
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I would bounce back, and life would go on. I had 3 ½ hours of robotic surgery, 18 inches of my colon was removed, and yet I was home from the hospital two days later. Between anesthesia wearing off and the support
of pain-reducing narcotics (and lots of prayers), I was doing great. And then reality set in!
In sports terms, I’ve been sent to the bench. As much as I want to be in the game playing full steam ahead,
God has given me a stark wake-up call that is saying, “Not so fast, kiddo.” I have a hitch in my gid-a-long
each time I try to take a deep breath, my colon is in
free fall as it is trying to process food in its’ new
shorter version, and I’m clueless as to what food I
might eat that will start to settle this whole process
down. Is this part of the aging process; we don’t
bounce back as fast as we did when we were
younger? Or is this a hard stop that invites me to
pay attention to what my body is saying? Probably
a bit of both! My spirit is willing....but the flesh
needs a bit more time to recover than I was counting on.
It’s so hard for me to sit on the sidelines. I want
to be in the game where the action is. Patience has
never been one of my gifts. With all those previous
surgeries, I lived with pain, worked through all the
PT, but this will be a different journey. I have lessons to learn from the sidelines. I’ll keep you posted as to what comes clear. Please keep those prayers coming! God be with us all!
Blessings, Rev. Deb

My two faithful companions have had their jobs in my healing:
Gigi made me get up every 30 minutes to let her out so I would
get exercise.

Mollie’s job was to lay by my side and give me great comfort.
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From the Lay Leader…
There is an iconic image in our collective culture of a
man – usually with long hair and long beard and
ragged robes – standing on a street corner holding up
a sign that says, “The End is Near!” If you Google
search it, you will get thousands of images… most of
them nearly identical. Some are humor cartoons.
Some are political commentary. Some are internet
memes. Some are pop culture references.
As we find ourselves rushing into November already,
it seems like an appropriate image. In some ways, I
can’t believe we’re already eleven months through the
year. What happened to summer? In other ways, it
feels like “the end” can’t come soon enough. We all
came into this year certain that it had to be better than
2020. But here we are, still waiting for the end; the
end of COVID, the end of uncertainty, the end of
political acrimony, the end of bad news. In many
“The End is Near” cartoons, the doomsayer is
confronted by someone saying, “Is that a good thing
or a bad thing?” In others, the person is saying, “It’s
about time!”
Like many of our popular expressions, “The End is
Near” has its origins in a biblical reference. And also,
like many of our popular expressions, we’ve got it all
wrong.
The expression comes from the Gospel of Matthew
4:17, “From that time on Jesus began to preach,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’”
For generations, this has been quoted as a dire
warning. Time is running out! Better give up your
sinful ways! Judgment is coming!
The simplicity of this verse is deceptive. It is one of
the most important scriptures a Christian should
know. Yet it has almost become a throw-away verse.
A comic set-up. But we should look at this verse in
context. Matthew is telling the Great Story, the story
of Jesus’ life. This verse is almost a stand-alone story
within the story. Matthew has told how Jesus was
born, how he was baptized, and how he was tempted
in the wilderness. And after all that lead-up, Matthew
offers us this one sentence; “From that time on, Jesus
began to preach….” This simple, understated passage

is the very start of Jesus’ world-changing ministry.
With so much impact compressed into such a short
narrative, it would be easy to miss the message that
Matthew says was His primary message; “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
In this setting, we see that this is not a message of
doom. This is a promise of the beginning. Jesus is not
warning that judgment is coming. He is proclaiming
that God’s presence is “at hand.” It is here! Now!
Celebrate; this is good news! Long-awaited news.
Even the word “repent” – which we associate with
shame and apology – really means “rethink.”
Jesus begins his ministry with the message that we
should change our outlook of despair and loneliness
and know that God is with us. This is not the end of
days. We are at the dawn of a new age.
So as the calendar grows thin, I will make an effort to
do as Jesus preaches. Rethink my perspective and
focus on the beginning. Let go of my addiction to bad
news and embrace Good News. Consider this
newsletter my street corner and this column my
signboard. It may make me look crazy, but I’m
scrawling my message in big letters; “Think again.
God’s work has just begun!”

Peace,
John Strawbridge
lay leader
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BUILDING FUND UPDATES
21st CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT FUND:
We are pleased to present photos of new work on our 21 st Century capital project to upgrade underused parts of our historic building
for greater public use. Worcester-Eisenbrandt contractors have removed several historic windows from the Brannan Chapel for offsite repair and restoration. Four arch top windows and the eyebrow windows on the Chapel’s main floor and balcony have been
taken out of their frames. Temporary Plexiglas panes are in place while this restoration work is done offsite. The contractors continue to believe they can complete their work by the end of December 2021. This window restoration work will assure a more
weather-tight envelope on the Chapel for future installation of a new air conditioning system.
Additionally, building committee members are putting the final touches on documents to seek contractor bids for the fire/safety/air
conditioning upgrades of Fellowship Hall in early 2022. Completion of that work by mid-summer 2022 will mean that Phase 1 of
the two-phase $2.8 million project is in the books! And, that building users will be able to enjoy these 21 st century amenities.
Fundraising for Phase 2 of the two-phase $2.8 million project is underway. The private/public partnership of donors supporting our
project to date has been very encouraging and will help to open new doors to complete the last $1+million leg of the capital campaign,
How can you help? Do you or your business pay Maryland income taxes? If so, Lovely Lane can receive your donation and help
you reduce your current year’s tax bill—dollar for dollar—by allocating to you a portion of our Community Investment Tax Credit
(CITC) award. The donations qualifying for these credits help non-profits like Lovely Lane to build for a better future while giving
you—the donor—a tax break.
Due to the limited supply of these tax credits, all donors who wish to receive the credits to lower their 2021 Maryland income taxes
are encouraged to contact the church office at their earliest convenience at 410-889-1519 to complete the paperwork to receive
available credits. Any of Lovely Lane’s CITCs not claimed this tax year can be awarded for tax year 2022 as well. These credits
will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.
And, as the Holidays approach, we encourage all members and friends of Lovely Lane to consider purchasing commemorative watercolor sketches of Lovely Lane by local architect Jerome C. Gray. Please call the church office at 410-889-1512 to order or go to
our website to view available prints and notecards and order online at http://lovelylane.net/home
DONOR UPDATE: The Lovely Lane congr egation continues to be gr ateful for the suppor t r eceived to showcase its 19 th Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the United States in 1784. We have received the
following donations since we published a listing in the October 2021 Tower edition.
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve the building for greater community use
Michael P. Rouse
To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds,
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating
“Restoration” or “21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218
or go to our website to donate online: www.lovelylane.net/donation.

Contractor replacing temporary Plexiglas sheet in opening from
removed historic window

Exterior work to remove archtop windows in Chapel for repair
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Poinsettias for 2021
Once more the Lovely Lane altar will be decorated with the traditional Christmas poinsettias. The cost of the
plant will be $10.00. Donations of less than the cost of a single plant are also welcome, as several of these together will make it possible to purchase additional plants to beautify the Church. The cost, like any other gift
to the Church, is fully tax-deductible.
Memorial and Honorary listings will be printed in both the Christmas bulletin and the January newsletter. The
poinsettias decorate the altar on Sunday, December 19th, Christmas Eve and Christmas. We invite you to
place your order using this form, by calling the church office (410-889-1512) or sending an e-mail to
LovelyLane.BCS@gmail.com.
To meet the florist schedule and publication deadlines, please have all requests to the church office by:
Friday, December 10th.
Poinsettias for the Lovely Lane Christmas Altar
I would like to donate __________ poinsettias @ $10 per plant.
I would like to contribute $_________toward the purchase of additional plants.
In □Honor □Memory of
_________________________________________________________________
In □Honor □Memory of
___________________________________________________________________________
Signed:_____________________________________ Phone:_________________ Total Enclosed: $ ______
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!
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