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          20 Years At The Console 

     I came to Lovely Lane in 2001, at the same 
time as the then-new Pastor, Nancy Nedwell, 
whom many in the congregation will remember 
well; Nancy's first Service, on September 9th, was 
also mine. The organ was in a sorry state, plas-
tered with helpful Post-Its on the stops reading 
"not this one" and the particularly helpful "NO!!!" 
on the 16-foot Pedal. But it was playable; all the 
real organ adventures (including many months of 
silence) started after it was restored. I coped. 
     Two days later, disaster struck New York, and 
Lovely Lane and I suddenly needed a whole dif-
ferent kind of music; the choir and I had to sup-
port the Pastor as she led the congregation 
through a kind of shock that I had never seen be-
fore. Helping the Service help the congregation is, 
in fact, our key task, and it has been a fantastic 
honor for me to serve Lovely Lane in this way. 
    I'm one of the last generations to have grown 

up learning Gregorian Chant; I was educated in a monastery (and have the Latin to 
prove it!) and first played the organ in church at the age of nine. My first "real" organ 
job was at Hopwood Hall Chapel, near Manchester, which was a tiny working model 
for Christ the King Cathedral in Liverpool. I went on to study music at Oxford Univer-
sity (Magdalen - pronounced "Maud-len" - College), where I had to learn the very dif-
ferent Anglican liturgy; my composition tutor knew C.S. Lewis well. From there to 
Lovely Lane, my road went through some strange turns, from directing the music for 
the TV show The Onedin Line (it's all on YouTube!) to working with or for people who 
ranged from George Martin to the Beach Boys and 
the Shah of Iran. I played my first synthesizer in 
1971, which my students think was only just after 
the Bronze Age. Somewhere in all that, I wrote a 
book on submarines and interviewed some very 
strange people for the BBC (YouTube again!). So 
Lovely Lane was taking on a fairly exotic creature 
in 2001. But I have learned that nothing - tragedy 
or joy - puts this wonderful congregation off its 
stride. 
      After fifteen years working for one Pastor, I 
suddenly saw three in as many years, and I am now 
working for my fourth. Dolores Shaw told me that 
I was the longest-serving Organist of Lovely Lane 
since the legendary Doctor Dash; as long as Lovely 
Lane will have me, I fully intend to equal his rec-
ord. 
      A shelf in the choir room still bears the name 
of Dolores' son Bob, who was both singer and 
friend (and clock buff!); the names of my predecessors trail into the past in boxes of 
Organist's records, back to a time when much of the organ was new. It's a huge privi-
lege for my name to join that distinguished parade into the past of the United Methodist 
Church; wherever that parade needs to go next, I hope to be there. Thank you all so 
very much.  Blessings, Bill 
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          A Few Well Deserved Thank Yous  

  I wanted to give our Music Director, William Murphy, the front page for this issue of the Tower. Bill has 
faithfully served, as he outlined, Lovely Lane UMC for twenty years. He talked about the challenge fol-
lowing 9/11 as he served by Rev. Nancy Nedwell’s side. What a way to start his music ministry at Lovely 
Lane. 
    In many ways, the challenge since March 13th, 2020 (Friday the 13th) has been a long haul. I remember 
calling Bill and saying we would not be having worship on Sunday, March 15th, as we tried to navigate 
and figure out how to respond to government directives to close our doors out of an abundance of caution 
as Covid-19 was descending on the global community. 
  Early the next week, I decided with our leadership to find a way to have worship in the sanctuary and 
broadcast that through our Facebook page. Bill was more than willing to try to find a way to support our 
services with choir and organ. We made a covenant with each other, seven of us, to stay safe, not put our-
selves in risky situations, and to be honest if we did not feel well and remain home. I am so grateful for 
Bill and the choir’s commitment to be present each Sunday with no one else in the sanctuary as we led 
worship and glorified God. 
    For all those who watched from home, the compliments were consistent. It felt like folks were watching 
from their usual seat in our magnificent sanctuary. It was not 
someone’s basement or kitchen table. We worked together to 
make our worship feel as close to any Sunday before the pan-
demic shuttered our doors. Bill’s faithfulness and inspiration 
helped and continue to help make worship a meaningful experi-
ence for all. We have friends tuning in from around the country 
to watch and participate in our services. Thank you, Bill!!! 
    I also want to give a shout-out to John Strawbridge, who jug-
gles a demanding full-time job while being my wingman during 
this trying time. He has been making the Sunday deposit to the 
bank, paying bills for the church, posting our services on our web 
page, setting up the camera, and ensuring our services run as 
smoothly as possible. He has also filled the pulpit while I’ve been on vacation. On top of all this, he Chairs 
the Conference Trustees, which, trust me from personal experience, is no small task in these challenging 
times. Oh yeah, he also works with the Strawbridge Shrine and the Historical Society. I’m not sure he 

finds the time to eat or sleep. Thank you, John! 
    Rev. Dr. Emora Brannan has also been more than willing to sup-
port me by preaching when I’m away on vacation. He was the first to 
volunteer to assist in any way possible as I face major surgery on 
October 4th. I know that you each will join me in thanking this long-
time pastor and friend of Lovely Lane. When I am not available, I 
know that our church is in great hands. Thank you, Emora! 
    I could thank each of you for your ongoing support and faithful-
ness to Lovely Lane UMC, but I’m running out of space. So one last 
big thank you goes to Jackie Noller and the LL21st Century Com-
mittee. We are beginning the next piece of restoration work on some 

of the Tiffany windows in the Brannan Chapel. None of this would be possible without Jackie keeping 
such a good hold on our purse strings for these varied projects. Not only has she helped raise the money 
but accounting for it to the various institutions that have given us grants is all-consuming. I hope her time 
away with family will renew and restore her. 
    Thank you one and all, including Ivan and Shanna...we are in this ministry together! Blessings, Rev. 
Deb  
 
(The first two photos are from the Old Otter-
bein 250th Anniversary Celebration.)
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From the Lay Leader… 

As I write this column, it is the evening after I have 

attended the 250th anniversary service of the Old 

Otterbein congregation – the historic Mother Church 

of the United Brethren. Which has gotten me thinking 

about the 250th anniversary of our own Lovely Lane 

congregation, which will be observed in June of the 

coming year. Our partners at Old Otterbein had put in 

a lot of work and invited a lot of honored guests to 

make the celebration special… as we no doubt will 

do in the coming months. But as I’ve thought about 

what we might do to mark the occasion, I’ve had to 

ask myself, “What is it that we are celebrating?” 

Is it simply that we have survived this long? Are we 

patting ourselves on the back for all the work that has 

been accomplished over those two-and-a-half 

centuries? Are we like people stumbling off a roller 

coaster and saying, “Wow – what a ride!?” 

And the more I’ve asked myself this question, the 

more my mind has stretched even farther back. I 

remember visiting a church in Bristol that John and 

Charles Wesley had attended and learned that it had 

been founded in the 1400s. Now that’s an old church. 

It makes our founding seem relatively recent.  

And I go further back. I think about the old 

cathedrals, buildings which themselves took more 

years just to build than our congregation has even 

been around. And we are in our fifth building. Six, if 

you count our time meeting at what is now Old 

Otterbein. As we are now going through a 

rehabilitation project that is planned to take six or 

more years, I wonder how it must have been to 

worship in a church that took generations to 

complete. I used to imagine that it was very 

frustrating, knowing that you might not live to see it 

completed. By my thinking has changed. As I think 

about the difference between a building and a 

congregation… between a structure and a ministry… 

I have come to think that these long projects (200 

years for Notre Dame in Paris, 500 years for the 

cathedral in Cologne) must have given these 

congregations a really good understanding of the 

work of the church – an understanding that is often 

lacking in our modern short-term gratification 

society.  

Imagine that you attend a church that has been under 

construction since your great-grandparents attended 

there. And imagine that you have no expectation that 

even your grandchildren will see it complete. Your 

image of the church is one of ongoing work. Of 

commitment and patience. Of things passed from 

generation to generation. You would think less of 

yourself and your own contribution and more of how 

you are a part of something big and long-lasting.  

It is one of the ironies of my life that my own 

association with the Mother Church of American 

Methodism has made me less of a fan of big old 

buildings (though I still like them a lot) and more 

appreciative of the work of many people over a lot of 

time.  

At today’s anniversary service, we sang the hymn, 

“The Church’s One Foundation.” In that hymn is the 

line, “She waits the consummation of Peace 

forevermore, ‘til  with the vision glorious, her 

longing eyes are blest, and the great church victorious 

shall be the church at rest.” And it struck me that our 

ultimate goal as a church is to put ourselves out of 

business. To spread the Good News and Peace of 

God so far and so wide that our pulpits are no longer 

needed. That every soul has found the Christ.  

Obviously, that goal seems very, very far off. The 

work of centuries more… generations more. But until 

then, we are a part of that work. Work we don’t do to 

see success or reward in our lifetimes, but because it 

is work that is greater and bigger than we could ever 

do on our own. That seems worth celebrating to me. 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 
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BUILDING FUND UPDATES 
 

21st CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT FUND:   
 
The Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee selected Worcester-Eisenbrandt, Inc. as the specialty contractor to 
undertake historic window restoration work in the Brannan Chapel.  Work began on September 20th and 
should be completed in December. And architectural plans have been submitted to both municipal and state 
agencies for permitting and approval to install air conditioning in Fellowship Hall to complete Phase 1 compo-
nents of our capital project. 
 
Fundraising for Phase 2 of the two-phase $2.8 million project is underway.  The Lovely Lane 21st Century 
Committee is awaiting a grant award decision from the Goldseker Foundation to hire a professional fundrais-
ing consultant to help Lovely Lane close the remaining $1.5 million funding gap to complete the full capital 
project.    
 

One new option for increasing the value of donations to the project is our recent award of Maryland Income 
Tax Credits for our community-building project (CITCs).  Maryland residents and business can lower their 
Maryland income taxes by combining a cash gift of $500 or more with these tax credits for 50% of the value of 
the donation.   
 
Due to the limited supply of these tax credits, all donors who wish to receive these credits are asked to contact 
the church office at 410-889-1519 between 10:00 and 4:00 weekdays for current availability.  These credits 
will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
And, we encourage all members and friends of Lovely Lane to consider purchasing commemorative watercol-
or sketches of Lovely Lane by local architect Jerome C. Gray. Please call the church office at 410-889-1512 to 
order or go to our website to view available prints and notecards and order online at http://lovelylane.net/home 
 
DONOR UPDATE:  The Lovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for  the suppor t received to 
showcase its 19th Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the Unit-
ed States in 1784.  We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the July 2021 
Tower edition.  
 

The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve the building for greater community use 
Ann Clapp 

 
To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating  

“Restoration” or “21st Century Building Project” in the memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218 

or go to our website to donate online:  www.lovelylane.net/donation. 

Steve and Max, historic building conservation and restoration contractors, working on the chapel windows.   

about:blank
about:blank
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We Celebrate The Wedding of Leticia and Aaron 

Charge Conference Oct. 31st 1:30pm 

This is an art display at the Washington Monument 
with a white flag representing each life lost. Please do 
your part to protect our neighbors, wear a mask and 
get vaccinated.  

We Pray for Over 600,000 Who Have Lost  
Their Lives to Covid -19. 

November 7th at noon, we will 
celebrate the life of Dorothy Krug 

 

SAVE THE DATE. ALL ARE 
INVITED.  

 



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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