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The Storms of Life   

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me; (stand by me) 
when the storms of life are raging, stand by me. (stand by me) 

When the world is tossing me like a ship upon the sea, 
thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. (stand by me)  

    As I write, I'm in Bethany Beach, DE, for my annu-
al vacation. Two weeks of golf, reading, sitting on the 

water's edge, and great food with dear friends, as well 
as my sister. We have laughed, played silly games, 
and just valued the time together. It's hard to believe 

that summer is almost over. Many of you have had a 
chance to get away and relax and renew. I hope you 
have treasured that time.       

    We are in a different place than we were last year 
at this same time. No one was going away or eating 
out at restaurants...we were still trying to understand 
the worldwide pandemic. We were eager for a vac-

cine that would protect us from Covid-19. Progress has been made, but I pray 
for those who still resist getting the vaccination shots. We are in this together, 
and this simple act of love will help us protect our friends and family. 

    I have truly enjoyed my time away. It gives me a chance to slow down, to 
put work and demands aside for a bit, and as my GPS would say, recalculate, to 
do a course correction when I get off track. For me, sitting by the edge of the 

ocean is very grounding. The weather is often unpredictable, but it doesn't both-
er me. Tropical storm Fred traveled inland and brought much rain. Tropical 
storm Henri traveled the east coast and brought 

high surf and very dark clouds before the rain. 
    I love to take photos as I sit by the sea. 

Someone asked me just recently what draws me 

to photography. I paused and answered, "the play 
of light." Some days the water is as calm as 
could be, and you watch the sun reflect and al-

most dance on the water. Other days you watch 
the clouds as they block the sun, and you just 
wait for the rain to start. No matter what the con-

ditions, I am very aware of the beauty of crea-
tion. The consistency of the waves pounding the 
shore reminds me how faithful God is in the 

midst of the storms of our lives. 
    I'm a people watcher, especially while I'm on the beach. This photo I took 

of this little girl boldly walking with her family and umbrella in the rain as Henri 

was passing by made me smile. We all react to the storms of life in different 
ways. She was leading the way, encouraging her parents to keep up. She was 
really oblivious to the poor weather conditions. She was confident, sure-footed, 

and did not let anyone or anything get in her way. May we have the confidence 
of this little one when life throws us curve balls and pulls us off track. When the 
storms of life are raging, God stands with us!   Blessings, Rev Deb 
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From the Lay Leader… 

I have been thinking a lot lately about windows. This 

is not surprising, as Lovely Lane’s ambitious 21st 

Century Rehabilitation project moves this month into 

repair and restoration work on our chapel’s historic 

Tiffany windows. 

Other news has not been so good. In July, an 

arsonist’s fire destroyed the massive rose window of 

the Saint-Pierre-et-Saint-Paul Cathedral in Nantes, 

France.  

At the Strawbridge Shrine, we have an authentic re-

creation of the Log Meeting House, the first 

Methodist House of Worship in America. But we 

admit to one inaccuracy; the original almost certainly 

would not have had glass windows. Glass, in the 

1760s, was expensive and heavily taxed. Surely the 

luxury of glass windows would have been beyond the 

funds raised for the little log meeting house. 

Windows have always been an important part of 

church and chapel buildings. They frequently define 

a worship space as much as, or more than, the 

architecture.  

Several years ago, there was heated debate around 

the restoration of the Basilica of the Assumption in 

Baltimore, when the classic stained-glass windows 

were removed to return to the architect’s original 

design of plain clear glass windows. The very idea of 

a church – let alone a basilica – without stained glass 

windows was unimaginable.  

Most historians agree that when the use of stained-

glass windows began – about the 7th century – it was 

useful to help an illiterate populace learn the biblical 

stories so often depicted; The Garden of Eden, Moses 

with the Ten Commandments, Christ walking on 

Water. 

So it’s worth thinking about our windows at Lovely 

Lane, and what they say about our building. 

Our chapel stained-glass windows are a deliberate 

oddity. The Tiffany manufactured windows are very 

different from the colorful and ornate designs we 

usually associate with the Tiffany Studios. The 

famous 1870 Tiffany windows of Brown Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Bolton Hill are more typical; 

rich in saturated color and detail, with Biblical 

characters surrounded by grasses and flowers under 

imposing skies. While no two of Brown Memorial’s 

windows are alike, Lovely Lane’s are both repetitive 

and geometric. We are challenged to understand the 

thinking behind this non-traditional choice. 

But our chapel windows are not the whole story. 

Lovely Lane has four different kinds of windows. In 

the upper sanctuary are windows with designs based 

on floor mosaics from basilicas and tombs in the old 

world. The upper level of the chapel has clear glass, 

letting in sunlight. And the main windows of the 

sanctuary bear the names of every pastor since the 

congregation was organized. 

It is said that the eyes are the windows of the soul. If 

so, maybe windows are the eyes of the building. 

Together, our windows both look toward traditions 

going back to the fifth century and look to the future 

by breaking with tradition. They are modest. They 

are intentional. They are not moments frozen in time 

but represent a continuous ministry. Our windows 

need light to shine. And they remind us that light is 

given freely; we can neither earn it nor control it.  

But windows aren’t just for looking out – they also 

let us look inside. And we do have one other set of 

windows; Windows which reveal our soul. Our tower 

windows shine with light from within and show the 

cross in every direction.  

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 



 

  THE TOWER September 2021 

 

 
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 
TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS & CORPORATIONS 

 

 

 

Please consider supporting the Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center (LLA&NC) and receive 

Community Investment Tax Credits (CITC). LLA&NC has been awarded CITC credits from the State 

of Maryland as part of the GIVE MARYLAND program. 

 
 

GIVE MARYLAND provides an opportunity for individual donors to connect directly with 
nonprofits that have available tax credits and are working in their communities. By making a 
charitable contribution to help create the LLA&NC to upgrade unused space in our historic 
church building for greater public use, individuals can reduce their Maryland tax liability, as-
sist this project in achieving its essential community goal, and make a targeted impact in the 
central Baltimore community. 
 
Businesses and individuals that donate to LLA&NC can earn tax credits equal to 50% of the 
value of the money, goods or real property donation. These credits are in addition to the de-
ductions on both Federal and State taxes as a result of the charitable contribution. 
 
Individuals and businesses must use the tax credit against taxes owed for the year in which 
the contribution was made and may not be used retroactively for taxes from a previous year. 
Any individual or business contemplating making a donation is encouraged to consult with 
their accountant or tax professional for information about their specific tax benefits. 

 

 
 
For more information about CITC, visit www.givemaryland.org 
 
To receive your CITC from LLA&NC, complete PLEDGE FORM and 
return to church or call 410-889-1512 

 

  
LOVELY LANE ARTS & NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

2200 St. Paul Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 

lovelylane.net 
 



 

 

 

 

Creating a 21st century public gathering space in our historic Baltimore building                                            

PLEDGE FORM for  2021-2022 Community Investment Tax Credits (CITC) 

I/We would like to make a pledge to the Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center (LLA&NC) for Community Investment Tax Credits in the amount 

of $_____________.  It is my/our understanding that this pledge is based on receiving Community Investment Tax Credits (CITC) for my donation.  

I/we also understand that LLA&NC has a limited number of tax credits and therefore will award the tax credits on a first come, first paid basis.  I/

we also understand that if LLA&NC is unable to provide me with the initial tax credits, then I/we will be put on a waiting list for additional tax cred-

its awarded to LLA&NC.  In addition, I/we understand there is a minimum donation of $500 after July 1, 2021, to receive these tax credits.  For 

more information on CITC credits, click on the links below: 

https://taxes.marylandtaxes.gov/Resource_Library/Tax_Publications/Business_Tax_Credits/Community_Investment_Tax_Credit.shtml 

https://marylandtaxes.gov/tax-credits.php or email lovelylanecenter@gmail.com   Please check applicable boxes below this line 

I/we plan to pay the pledged amount of $______________________ by:   

                                  [   ] September 30, 2021    [   ]  December 31, 2021   [   ]  2022 Tax Year 

 Payments by check will be made payable to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church [CITC donation in memo line] and mailed to: 

          LLA&NC 
               c/o Lovely Lane United Methodist Church 

          2200 Saint Paul Street 
 Baltimore, MD  21218 

I/we understand that CITC credits are limited and will be given on a first come, first paid basis.  LLA&NC will send me written certification 

that I/we can receive the CITC credits as well as any required paperwork prior to making the contribution.  I/we will automatically be put 

on a Waiting List for any additional tax credits awarded to LLA&NC if I am not able to obtain the initial tax credits.   

 I/we would like to make an additional donation by December 31, 2021, if LLA&NC has any tax credits available.  LLA&NC will notify me of 

any available credits at the end of the year.      

DONOR INFORMATION (please print) 

 Name 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

Address 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________          

 City                                                                                                               State                                                                                                                                              Zip Code 

____________________________________________________________________         _____________________________________________________________________       

Email  Address    Telephone 

____________________________________________________________________   ____________________________________________________________________     

 Signature (s)     Date

 ____________________________________________________________________   
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BUILDING FUND UPDATES 
 

21st CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT FUND:   
 
As August 2021 ends, the 21st Century Committee is finalizing the contractor’s scope of work and budget caps for the 
restoration of historic Tiffany windows in disrepair in the Brannan Chapel.  Work on this window restoration is slated to 
begin in September.  And, architectural plans are in the final design phase to install air conditioning in Fellowship Hall 
to complete Phase 1 components of our capital project. 
 
Also, in August, Lovely Lane was selected by the National Fund for Sacred Places as a US-based organization whose 
building project meets the standards of restoration and rehabilitation championed by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  It was an honor  for  Lovely Lane to present its success to a national audience seeking to under take 
similar historic building work. The educational webinar focused on Lovely Lane’s efforts since 2017 to carry out the 
planning, design, construction, and oversight of a capital project to improve the integrity of a historic building for greater 
public use.  Both Michael Rouse, architect, and Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee member, and Jackie Noller, Chair 
of the Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee, participated in this discussion.  You can watch this webinar by clicking on 
the following link:   https://forum.savingplaces.org/viewdocument/from-concept-to-reality-preservati 
 
Fundraising for Phase 2 of the two-phase $2.8 million project is underway.  The Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee is 
awaiting a grant award decision from the Goldseker Foundation to hire a professional fundraising consultant to help 
Lovely Lane close the remaining $1.5 million funding gap to complete the full capital project.    
 

One new option for increasing the value of donations to the project is our recent award of Maryland Income Tax Credits 
for our community-building project (CITCs).  Maryland residents and business can lower their Maryland income taxes 
by combining a cash gift of $500 or more with these tax credits for 50% of the value of the donation.  Please see the 
CITC two-sided insert in this edition of The Tower to learn the details of this tax incentive.   
 
Due to the limited supply of these tax credits, all donors who wish to receive these credits are asked to return the en-
closed Lovely Lane CITC pledge form to the church office.  These credits will be awarded a first-come, first-served 
basis. 
 
And, we encourage all members and friends of Lovely Lane to consider purchasing commemorative watercolor sketches 
of Lovely Lane by local architect Jerome C. Gray.  Please call the church office at 410-889-1512 to order or go to our 
website to view available prints and notecards and order online at http://lovelylane.net/home 
 
DONOR UPDATE:  The Lovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for  the support received to showcase 
its 19th Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the United States in 1784.  We 
have received the following donations since we published a listing in the July 2021 Tower edition.  
 
 

The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 
 

William L. Motley, Jr. 
 

The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use 
                                  

Betsy Fisk, CITC recipient 
Jackie Noller, CITC recipient 

Eleanor Packard, IMO Marge Heuman and Dr. Alphonso Roberty 
Michael Rouse 

Barbara and Roger Tinius 
Linda Webb, CITC recipient 

 
 

To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating  

“Restoration” or “21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218 

or go to our website to donate online:  www.lovelylane.net/donation. 
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about:blank
about:blank


 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 
Permit No. 6575 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

THE TOWER September 2021 


