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      Our Annual Conference Meeting will not take 
place until October. I miss the usual time in May/
June to catch up with friends and colleagues. The 
rhythm of our work together, the ordination and me-
morial services, working on legislation, approving 
reports…all is on hold. So much seems to be up in 
the air as we wait for Covid numbers to come down 
and vaccination rates to go up. The same seems true 
for General Conference…we are in a holding pat-
tern, waiting to see if a future planned meeting will 
take place Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022. 
     In the meantime, people and churches are getting 
antsy. The WCA (Wesley Covenant Association) has 
churches pushing to leave the denomination. Those 
who want a more inclusive church are also getting 
frustrated with the delay and waiting for some deci-
sions to be made. 
     This 2009 piece from one of my heroes, Episco-

pal Bishop John Spong, resonates with me and is challenging these days. “No More Reli-
gious Discrimination by Religious Institutions and Persons.” 
A Manifesto! The Time Has Come! (Selected portions) 
I have made a decision. I will no longer debate the issue of homosexuality in the church 
with anyone. I will no longer engage the biblical ignorance that emanates from so many 
right-wing Christians about how the Bible condemns homosexuality as if that point of 
view still has any credibility. I will no longer discuss with them or listen to them tell me 
how homosexuality is "an abomination to God," about how homosexuality is a "chosen 
lifestyle," or about how through prayer and "spiritual counseling" homosexual persons 
can be "cured." Those arguments are no longer worthy of my time or energy.  
I will no longer talk to those who believe that the unity of the church can or should be 
achieved by rejecting the presence of, or at least at the expense of, gay and lesbian peo-
ple. I will no longer listen to that pious sentimen-
tality that certain Christian leaders continue to em-
ploy, which suggests some version of that strange 
and overtly dishonest phrase that "we love the sin-
ner but hate the sin."  
I will no longer temper my understanding of truth 
in order to pretend that I have even a tiny smidgen 
of respect for the appalling negativity that contin-
ues to emanate from religious circles where the 
church has for centuries conveniently perfumed its 
ongoing prejudices against blacks, Jews, women 
and homosexual persons with what it assumes is 
"high-sounding, pious rhetoric." The day for that 
mentality has quite simply come to an end for me.  
I will personally neither tolerate it nor listen to it 
any longer.  
The world has moved on, leaving these elements of the Christian Church that cannot ad-
just to new knowledge or a new consciousness lost in a sea of their own irrelevance.  
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They no longer talk to anyone but themselves. I will no 
longer seek to slow down the witness to inclusiveness 
by pretending that there is some middle ground 
between prejudice and oppression. There isn't. Justice 
postponed is justice denied. That can be a resting place 
no longer for anyone. An old civil rights song 
proclaimed that the only choice awaiting those who 
cannot adjust to a new understanding was to "Roll on 
over, or we'll roll on over you!" Time waits for no one. 
Church unity can never be a virtue that is preserved by 
allowing injustice, oppression, and psychological 
tyranny to go unchallenged. I see no way that 
ignorance and truth can be placed side by side, nor do I 
believe that evil is somehow less evil if the Bible is 
quoted to justify it.  
I make these statements because it is time to move on.  
The battle is over.  
The victory has been won.  
Equality under and before the law is a solemn promise conveyed to all our citizens in the Constitution itself. 

Can any of us imagine having a public referendum on whether slavery should continue, whether segregation 
should be dismantled, whether voting privileges should be offered to women? The time has come for politicians 

to stop hiding behind unjust laws that they themselves helped to enact and to abandon that convenient shield of 
demanding a vote on the rights of full citizenship because they do not understand the difference between a 
constitutional democracy, which this nation has, and a "mobocracy," which this nation rejected when it adopted its 
constitution.  

I do not tolerate racism or sexism any longer.   
I do not care who it is who articulates these attitudes or who tries to make them sound holy with religious 
jargon; that mentality has simply to go forever. 
This is my manifesto and my creed.  
I proclaim it today.  
I invite others to join me in this public declaration.  
I believe that such a public outpouring will help cleanse both the church and this nation of its own distorting 
past.  
It will restore integrity and honor to both church and state.  
It will signal that a new day has dawned, and we are ready not just to embrace it but also to rejoice in it and to 
celebrate it.  – John Shelby Spong 
     My friends, we have just completed Pride Month, a new National Holiday was established, Juneteenth, the 
time has come. But, we as individuals and the church have much work to do to bring the justice that God calls 
for all! 

Blessings,  
        Rev. Deb 
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From the Lay Leader…  

By the time you read this column, it has been revised, 

edited and spell-checked, and formatted. You won’t 

see the drafts and re-writing that makeup what is 

sometimes called the “behind the scenes” process. So 

let me pull back the curtain just a little bit. 

I want you to picture me sitting at my desk on a 

Saturday afternoon, typing on my laptop. In order to 

reach the keyboard, I am awkwardly leaning over a 

cat, who is sprawled on the desk between me and my 

computer. I could move him, but he is purring so 

contentedly and so enjoying his nap on this last day 

of spring that I don’t have the heart to spoil the 

moment. It is relaxing for me as well, to know how 

much he wants to spend time with me, and to listen to 

his soft and gentle purr. 

It has long been written that scientists don’t really 

know why cats purr. They know what motivates it but 

can’t establish any evolutionary benefit to the 

behavior. I don’t know if that’s always true. Maybe 

there are biologists who have written lengthy papers 

on the subject. I’ve always been pretty much of a 

science geek my whole life and have never had 

trouble having faith in both science and God. So let 

me suggest a scientific premise with a faith 

conclusion.  

You see, I’ve noticed that whenever one of my cats 

starts to purr – maybe because he’s getting a treat – 

the other one quickly shows up, even if she’s been in 

a dead sleep on another floor of the house. It’s as if 

the purr, while subtle to us, is like a siren to other 

felines, calling out “something good here!” 

 

The theory of evolution is often summarized as 

“survival of the fittest.” And we usually think of this 

in competitive terms; weakness fails and dies out. 

Only the strong survive. But that’s not the way it 

always is. 

Imagine a species – cats, or any other – that, instead 

of guarding their resources, will readily announce 

them so that everyone is enriched. Imagine a species 

that lifts up the weaker members and calls out to 

them when there is a blessing to be had. Imagine a 

species that does this instinctively, without thinking 

about it. Without asking for thanks from the recipient 

or praise for their charity. Such a species would be 

fruitful and multiply. Such a species would know a 

real evolutionary advantage. 

Jesus Christ, in preparing his disciples, gave three 

clear instructions: Love your neighbor, Feed my 

lambs, and Go and make disciples of all nations… 

[Matthew 22:39(Lev. 19:18), John 21:15, Matthew 

28:19] 

It is often said that a difficult task is like “herding 

cats,” and Jesus might have appreciated the analogy 

as he tried to lead his disciples (and continues to try). 

But if we are frequently more like cats than like 

sheep when Christ is the Good Shepherd, then he 

would want us to be more like cats in announcing the 

Good News. We should acknowledge our blessings 

and let others hear about them, too. We should make 

a joyful noise.  

As I started typing this column, I had one cat on my 

desk. Now, as I’m finishing, I have two here. Good 

news travels fast. 

 

 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 

The ramp is complete now that the handrails have been painted. 
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BUILDING FUND UPDATES 

 
21st CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT FUND:   
 
In June 2021, the contractors completed work on the new restrooms and access ramp.  Our focus this summer 
will be hiring contractors to restore historic Tiffany windows in disrepair in the Brannan Chapel.  Work on 
this window restoration will begin this fall.  And, plans are in development to install air conditioning in Fel-
lowship Hall later this year to complete the Phase 1 components of our project. 
 
We have funds in hand to complete these Phase 1 components that will upgrade underused space in the 
church to host more public users in the Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center.  We are seeking additional 
funding to air-condition and restore the finishes of our beautiful Brannan Chapel beginning in 2023 as part of 
the final Phase 2 of the project.  Your ongoing support and donations for this $1.5 million final phase of our 
21st capital project are appreciated.   
 
Lovely Lane has recently been awarded Maryland Income Tax Credits for our community-building project.  
Maryland residents and business can lower their Maryland income taxes by combining a cash gift of $500 or 
more with these tax credits for 50% of the value of the donation.  More details will be provided in the next 
Tower Monthly newsletter.  
 
We now have a supply of the commemorative watercolor sketches of Lovely Lane by local architect Jerome 
C. Gray.  Please call the church office at 410-889-1512 to order or go to our website to view available prints 
and notecards and order online at http://lovelylane.net/home 
 
DONOR UPDATE:  The Lovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for  the suppor t received to 
showcase its 19th Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the Unit-
ed States in 1784.  We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the June 2021 
Tower edition.  

The Restoration Fund – to maintain building integrity 
no new donations 

 
The 21st Century Building Project Fund – to improve building for greater community use                                 

JoAnn Richardson 
 

To make a new donation to either of our Building Funds, 
please send checks--payable to the church and indicating  

“Restoration” or “21st Century Building Project” in memo line of the check-- 
to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218 

or go to our website to donate online:  www.lovelylane.net/donation. 
 
 

 

Last touch on Bathroom between Chapel and Fellowship Hall, Thanks, Garth!  

about:blank
about:blank
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ROOF REPAIRS 

 
As many of you know, as part of the sanctuary restoration many years ago, the tile roof on our church was re-
placed. We have had leaks that Duncan has worked very diligently to keep dripping water from causing dam-
age on the restored sanctuary for the last several years. After much back and forth, a new roofing company was 
hired to assess, diagnose and propose a way to fix the existing problem. We are pleased with their diagnostics 
and repairs. Following, you see pictures of their work. From the ladders involved in the climb, the cracks 
found, and damaged wood support material to the final work. We are grateful for Duncan's perseverance...may 
this be the end of the need for buckets to catch the leaking roof!  
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