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From the Pastor’s Desk: BY FAITH WE HAVE COME THIS FAR

(Photo: Circa 1900)

We‘ve come this far by §#
faith ’

Leaning on the Lord
Trusting in His Holy word
He’s never failed me yet
Oh I can't turn around

We've come this far by faith

Are you familiar with the great spiritual “We’ve Come This Far By Faith”? The
words above summarize much of what I am feeling at this moment in time. We are
just weeks away from completing the first part of our rehabilitation and restoration
project to create more usable space in our wonderful church for use by the arts and
neighborhood. Yes, our congregation will certainly benefit from this work, but our
primary objective is to draw others in, so our space can truly be a community center.

We have come this far by faith....the faith of those who gathered with Rev. Jo-
seph Pilmore in June of 1772 to start the congregation that would build Lovely Lane
Chapel. The faith of those who gathered in that same chapel on Dec. 24, 1784, for the
Christmas Conference to start “American Methodism.” The faith of Rev. Dr. John
Goucher and the congregation who
were tasked by the Council of Bishops
to build a Centennial Monument to our
denomination in 1884.The faith of
those who began a project in 1984 to
restore the beauty of our sanctuary, the
faith of our congregation to step out —
even in the midst of a worldwide pan-
demic — to carry out a mission and vi-
sion for an Arts and Neighborhood
Center that would enhance our Old
Goucher Community.

Yes, we have come this far by
faith, leaning on the Lord. We give
thanks for all the saints who have
come before us, we give thanks for our
current congregation, and we give
thanks for all who will come after us to
be the diverse, faithful congregation
we have been called to be.
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We give thanks to God and all those who have helped to bring us to this moment. Within days of arriving as
the new pastor appointed to Lovely Lane UMC (June 2018), I was invited to a “Needs Assessment Study” meet-
ing. As Paul Harvey would say, the rest is history. That assessment became the roots for a grant application to
the National Fund for Sacred Places, which awarded us the first grant in the state of Maryland, only about 40
nationwide at that point. We have not looked back since! Jackie Noller chairs the committee that has overseen
this whole process, and we are so grateful for her leadership, the dedicated committee, and the consultants who
have supported these efforts.

We have a long way to go! But we have much to celebrate, and we are going to take that opportunity Sun-
day, May 16th, with our Bishop, LaTrelle Easterling, preaching at our morning worship service. A Ribbon Cut-
ting Ceremony will follow worship to open our accessible ramp officially. We have come this far by faith; we
can’t turn around. Please celebrate with us this sacred moment!

Blessings,

Rev. Debbie Scott

WE CELEBRATED EASTER BY HAVING FOLKS COME BACK TO OUR SANCTUARY EXERCISING GREAT CAUTION!
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From t he

Did you ever have one of those days?

You spill your coffee. You’re out of milk. Traffic is
backed up. You catch your coat in the door and rip the
pocket. You lose your sunglasses and drop your keys
in the mud. It seems like nothing is going your way
and the universe has it in for you.

“Count your blessings.”

When you have “one of those days,” someone might
say this phrase to you, or you might think it to
yourself; Count your blessings. God has been good to
you. You may not be rich or famous. You may never
get to play in the NBA, NFL, or PGA. But your needs
are taken care of. And compared to a lot of folks,
you’re doing pretty well. God has been good.

“Count your blessings.”
So why is that phrase seldom very comforting?

Partly it’s the timing. You’ve got yourself worked up
into a right good grumble, and someone cuts you off
with “Count your blessings.” You feel oddly deflated.
A little guilty. It’s meant to cheer you up, but it just
feels like criticism for how you’re feeling.

No one can feel happy and carefree all the time.
Having an occasional “bad day” and being in a foul
mood is a uniquely human form of indulgence—an

emotional reset button.

But the other problem with the “Count your
blessings” platitude is that it paints a picture of God
as a kind of capricious game show host, awarding
blessings with one hand and bad luck with the other.

Throughout history, Christians have wrestled with the
“why does God allow bad things to happen?”
question. And critics of Christianity hold this up as a
spoiler in our philosophy. All good things come from
God. So doesn’t it have to follow that all bad things
come from God as well?

Lay Leaderé

If you followed the news this past week, this last
month... this past year... it seems like there are a lot
of bad things. We can say we should count our
blessings. But doesn’t that begin to feel like a
distraction, more than a solution? Rather than make
us feel better, it just makes us look at the balance
sheet. And we may not like the bottom line.

I don’t believe that God expects us to feel happy all
the time. We were given a range of emotions for a
reason. There are times when anger, sadness, and
outrage have their place. To every t hi
season, and a time to

But while I don’t believe that God e X p eictd &
happy all the time, I do believe that all the time, God
w a nuks t® be happy. The earthly world is full of ups
and downs. Good days and bad. But when we live in
Christ, and Christ lives in us, there is only good.

God has given us everything. Literally. The world and
everything in it. But God b | e sssSnewsys which we
cannot count. Ways that are not of this earth, but
which are immortal and transcendent.

It’s OK to have one of those days. It’s alright to gripe
about your bad luck — as long as you remember that
“luck” is a mortal contrivance. But when it comes
time to count your blessings, know that you only need
to count one; God is with us.

Peace,
John Strawbridge
LAY LEADER
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21t CENTURY BUILDING PROJECT FUND UPDATES

The month of May 2021 will be a milestone month for the 21* Century Building Project. We will complete
the first components of our two-phase project, including an interior suite of 4 new public restrooms and a new
access ramp from St. Paul Street into the former parsonage door of the front of the church building. See pho-
tos on the following page and throughout this Tower edition for evidence of progress toward completion.

We are grateful to our many donors who supported—and continue to support--our vision to upgrade un-
derused space in our 19" century building to increase community use of our building and improve the visitor
experience within the walls of this historic property. These two components form the foundation of our envi-
sioned Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center to host more community groups and events within the walls
of our beautiful building that anchors the Old Goucher neighborhood.

See Rev. Deb’s front-page article for more information about our celebration to commemorate the completion
of this milestone (respecting COVID-19 protocols of mask-wearing and physical distancing). We hope you
can attend. For more details of exact time and date, please visit the home page of our website:

We turn our sights next to the restoration of selected Tiffany windows in the Brannan Chapel. Then, we will
begin to upgrade Fellowship Hall’s electrical systems in order to install a new air conditioning system once
the Chapel window restoration work is complete.
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DONOR U P D Aht [Eovely Lane congregation continues to be grateful for the support received to
showcase its 19" Century building, built as a centennial monument to the founding of Methodism in the Unit-
ed States in 1784. We have received the following donations since we published a listing in the April 2021
T o welition.
The Restoration Fund
No new donations

The*Q@elntury Building Project Fund
Daniel Fisher
John M. Strawbridge
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RAMP WORK PROGRESS
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.

LOVELY LANE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Non-profit

| 2200 ST. PAUL STREET Organization
¢ BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 U.S. POSTAGE

. PAID
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED Baltimore, MD
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!

We will not cease,

and we will not give up

until this world reflects less our nightmare
and more God's dream

where there's plenty good room

for all God’s children.

Hallelujah anyhow.

The Most Rev. Michael Curry




