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HEADING TOWARD CHRISTMAS 

 Thanksgiving and Christmas will look 
and feel different this year. One of my 

friends posted: "I love my family. My love 
for them and their love for me is not di-
minished because we don't eat one particu-

lar dinner. You don't need a family reun-
ion to remind you to be thankful. (If you 
do, you're doing it wrong...) You can sur-

vive this year without a whole crew at 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. You and your 
loved ones are more likely to *actually* 

survive this year, in fact, if you keep it 
simple. And you can do it because I've 
done it. I've had Thanksgiving with 16 rel-

atives, and it was nice - but I've also had a 
nice Thanksgiving with only my husband 
and kids hiking in the mountains. I've had 

Thanksgiving with all the aunts and uncles and the turkey and traditional sides, and 

I've had Thanksgiving with two college friends eating cajun shrimp alfredo (which 
was, honestly, more delicious than any turkey I've ever had). Every one of those years 
was a chance to make a new kind of memory. Decide to make some new memories 

this year, and maybe, if everyone behaves, you can share some surprising stories next 
year when everyone can be around the table." 
            We each long for the time we can all be around the table: the Thanksgiving 

table, a Christmas table, or the Lord’s Table in worship. It makes me sad that folks 
will ignore good science, be selfish, refuse to wear masks just to gather as “we always 
do.” Let’s put our feelings aside and really focus on what is best for the greater good. 

What would Jesus have us do? 
            Too many only seem to be interested in themselves. But here is a great excep-
tion (author unknown): I was in Dollar Tree last night, and there was a lady and two 
kids behind me in the LONG line. 
One was a big kid; one was a tod-
dler. The bigger one had a pack of 
glow sticks, and the baby was 
screaming for them, so the Mom 
opened the pack and gave him one, 
which stopped his tears. He walked 
around with it, smiling, but then the 
bigger boy took it, and the baby 
started screaming again. Just as the 
Mom was about to fuss at the older 
child, he bent the glow sticks and 
handed it back to the baby.  
As we walked outside at the same 
time, the baby noticed that the stick 
was now glowing, and his brother 
said, "I had to break it so you could 
get the full effect from it." I almost 
ran because l could hear God saying 
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to me, "I had to break you to show you why I created you. You had to go through it so you could fulfill your 
purpose." 
           That little baby was happy just swinging that "unbroken" glow stick around in the air because he didn't 
understand what it was created to do, which was "glow." There are some people who will be content just 
"being," but some of us have been chosen by God to be "broken." We have to get sick. We have to lose a job. 
We go through divorce. We have to suffer with the disease 
of addiction. We have to bury our spouse, parents, best 
friend, or our child because, in those moments of despera-
tion, God is breaking us, but when the breaking is done, 
then we will be able to see the reason for which we were 
created.. so when you see us glowing just know that we 
have been broken but healed by his Grace and Mercy!   
           We may feel a bit broken around the edges as we 
head into Christmas this year, but I pray that as we journey 
through the darkness of Advent, we will be ready to glow in 
the candlelight when we arrive on Christmas Eve and we 
sing Silent Night Holy Night, All is Calm, All is Bright. 
Blessings, Rev. Deb 

These photos will give you some food for thought: 
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From the Lay Leader… 

December is a hard column to write. It’s the end of the 
calendar year, which almost demands a reflection on all 
that’s come before. That just seems too much to tackle 
– especially this year. And it’s Christmas! What more 
can be said about Christmas that hasn’t been said or 
preached before. 

So, as many of you remember, it is my sometime 
tradition to instead offer my Christmas gift to you, in 
the form of a hymn or poem, especially for my Lovely 
Lane family.  

This year, my inspiration has come from the church 
itself. This has been a big year, in which the wider 
United Methodist Church has had to think a lot about 
itself and where it is going. But for those of us who 
have worshiped under the tower light of Lovely Lane, 
we know that our future rests firmly upon our past. And 
that this foundation will only grow more important to 
the future Church it whatever shape it takes.  

It is in the “common meter,” which means you can pick 
many tunes from our hymnal. When I was writing it, I 
had “In Christ, there is No East or West” in my head – 
but you may be able to come up with a better choice. 

And so please accept this little song as my gift to you. I 
hope I got the right size. There’s only one, so you’ll 
have to share. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 

JOHN WESLEY PREACHED UNDER A TREE 
An Advent Hymn for Lovely Lane 
 
John Wesley preached under a tree, 
The world his parish wide. 
From city road to farm country, 
He brought the word outside. 
 
Asbury preached under a tree, 
On his long circuit ride. 
He braved new paths, his flock to see. 
Until the day he died. 
 
Jesse Lee preached under a tree, 
On his northern campaign. 
He shouted with unbridled glee, 
“Ye must be born again!” 
 
Robert Strawbridge, yes even he, 
No church had yet been raised, 
He preached the word under a tree, 
And gave the Lord all praise! 
 
A tree spreads out its branches far, 
And winds may make them sway. 
But deep and strong the trees roots are,  
And keep the threat at bay 
 
If you should stand under the tree, 
You know that it is true, 
That if you tend it faithfully, 
The tree will stand by you. 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge  

lay leader 
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RESTORATION AND NATIONAL FUND FOR SACRED PLACES (NFSP) GIVING 

NATIONAL FUND FOR SACRED PLACES (NFSP) AWARD ANNOUNCED:  In late October , Lovely 
Lane United Methodist Church was awarded the maximum capital grant award of $250,000 to help launch our pro-
ject to upgrade our building for greater community use.  The members of the Lovely Lane 21st Century Committee 
(LL21CC) are grateful for the support of so many individuals, foundations, and public agencies who committed 
funds to exceed the NFSP award’s 2:1 matching requirement that led to the full award.  This fundraising success 
will allow the church to undertake this important work for the future of the building, the congregation, and the 
community. 
 
CONTRACTOR SELECTION UNDERWAY:  LL21CC members have obtained bids from 4 area contrac-
tors to begin work on two initial components of the project:  construction of a new access ramp to the church office 
door facing St. Paul Street and installation of 4 new public restrooms on the 1st floor of the building.   Final con-
tractor selection is slated for mid-December.   
 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED:  LL21CC members, with the help of the design team at Waldon 
Studios Architects, have submitted required paperwork to both the state of Maryland and Baltimore City govern-
ment to obtain approvals and permits that allow the ramp and restroom work to begin.  These permits and approv-
als should be in hand to begin work by the end of the year.   
 
PRESERVATION EASEMENT REQUIREMENT PENDING:  The Trustees are awaiting receipt of the 
draft of the preservation easement required by the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) for any grantee receiving cap-
ital funds to restore and rehabilitate historic properties.  This easement allows the State oversight, for a defined pe-
riod of time, to assure no material alteration of the exterior of our historic 1887 building can be done without State 
approval.  Once agreement is reached between the Trustees and the State of Maryland on the terms of the ease-
ment, all issued permits and approvals will be activated to begin work. 
 
NEW FUNDING:    In addition to the NFSP award announcement, here is the listing of funding suppor t for  
the Restoration Fund and the NFSP Matching Campaign we have received since we published a listing in the No-
vember 2020 Tower edition: 

Julie Holleman IMO Elsie Kaste 
Michael Kaste IMO Elsie Kaste 
Richard Kaste IMO Elsie Kaste 
National Fund for Sacred Places 

Johnny, Marisa and Daria Olszewski 
Eleanor Packard IMO John Peightol and Frank Rock 

Eleanor Packard IMO Elsie Kaste 
 

 
 
You can help us realize the goals of the NFSP-
launched project to restore and rehabilitate our 
beautiful building by sending a donation (via Pay 
Pal on our web site at www.lovelylane.net/donation 
or via check payable to “Lovely Lane” (please indi-
cate “Building Project” on the memo line), ad-
dressed to Lovely Lane United Methodist Church, 
2200 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21218. 
 
For additional information about the building pro-
ject, please email lovelylanecenter@gmail.com or 
call the church at 410-889-1512.  

Architect Drawing of Accessible Ramp 

about:blank
about:blank
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Advent Bible Study 

"Incarnation--Rediscovering the Significance 
of Christmas" is the title of the Advent Bible 
Study, which has been prepared by Adam 
Hamilton. We will be offering the 4-week 
study through Zoom for all who would like to 
participate. One lesson is entitled "Emmanuel 
in the Midst of a Pandemic." 
The plan is to gather via Zoom on Wednes-
days at 12:30 PM. If this time is not conven-
ient for some, we would consider scheduling a second class. There will be a DVD 

with Adam Hamilton for each lesson, but books can also be ordered. Adam Hamilton is the Senior Pastor of 
the 22,000 member United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. Rev. Deb and I will 
guide the discussion following the lesson. Please let me know if you would like to participate in the class and 
if you want a book. -Eleanor Packard   
 
Contact Information: Email - jnpemp@gmail.com    Phone- 717-993-2987 (H) 717-668-1429 (C) 
 

Advent Wreath at Home 

S 
ince we are not gathering in person for worship, to help us feel more connected, I want to invite each 
of you to make an Advent Wreath at home. During the Sunday service, we will have a responsive can-
dle lighting litany that we can all share in. If you don’t have a wreath, be prepared to light a single 
candle. This will start Nov. 29th. Thank you!  

Handel’s Messiah 

This performance is about bringing God’s word to 
life! I am so glad to be back at Lovely Lane! I hope 
that this performance touches your heart. These are 
tough times, but God has given us the gift of eternal 
life! -Brandon McKnight 
 
Information on the performance: 
 
Date: 12/13/2020 
Time: 7:30 PM 
 
YouTube link to live performance: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCwTMGvBkUMuzABiIZrnOmfA/videos 
 

mailto:jnpemp@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwTMGvBkUMuzABiIZrnOmfA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwTMGvBkUMuzABiIZrnOmfA/videos
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