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Momentum continues on capital campaign
Good news means bricks-and-mortar work will begin by end of year
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, we weren't sure what kind of impact it would have on
the capital campaign that we launched in October 2019. The campaign began after the
National Fund for Sacred Places (NFSP) selected Lovely Lane as the first worship space
in Maryland – and one of only 50 nationwide – for a $250,000 grant. Lovely Lane's
requirement is to meet NFSP's 2:1 match and to provide construction documents.
We are pleased to report that as of this date, we have 90 percent of the NFSP match
funds either in hand or pledged. An additional $200,000 from various sources looks
promising as well; we should know the outcome of those funds by October 2020.
What this remarkable funding commitment means is that we can move forward by late
2020 to begin construction work on the Lovely Lane Arts & Neighborhood Center!
We are grateful to all of our funders and donors who are making this progress possible.
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The timeline below reflects the revised critical path of the overall project in consideration of potentially adverse impacts from COVID-19
realities.

PHASE 1a (2020 – 2021)
$750,000
> Construct accessible, street-level ramp for the disabled
> Install additional public restrooms
> Restore windows of the Brannan Chapel (exhibition space)

PHASE 1b (2022 – 2023)
$450,000
> Update electrical capacity and safety systems
> Install air conditioning system and new flat roof in Fellowship Hall (auditorium)

PHASE 2 (2024 – 2026)
$1.4 million
> Install air conditioning system inside the Brannan Chapel
> Restore the South Tower entrance and historic staircase
> Restore floors and finishes of the Brannan Chapel
> Upgrade gymnasium restrooms and locker rooms
> Install upgraded building security, A/V equipment, theater lighting, display furnishings
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First floor locations of ADA access ramp (green highlight) and new restrooms and reconfigured church office work space
(red highlights). Source: Waldon Studio Architects, August 2020

Our project timeline
Design Team delivers construction documents for Phase 1a
components (ADA ramp, bathrooms, narrative of historic
window work)
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> Finalize terms to access full funding from the State of MD

grant awards. Trustees voted 100% to spend the funds to
compile required documents for preservation easement
(exterior only)
> Contractor bidding and hiring

Permit-ready work to begin

Phase 1a components completed

Goucher students (either choir members or student governing body members)
pose in Lovely Lane Church in 1905.
Photo from the Old Goucher College Archival Photo Collection

Community programs have found a home
at Lovely Lane for more than a century
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Serving as a beacon of love and hope for all has always been Lovely Lane's mission. As a longtime anchor in the Old Goucher neighborhood, we
have been opening our doors to non-sectarian, community use for generations.

In the past 25 years, we have shared portions of Lovely Lane's underused space with various community organizations for educational, arts,
cultural, civic, and recreational programs. In 2019 alone, we hosted more than 750 individuals from some 40 organizations. Catholic Charities'
Alternative Student Break program, which draws students from colleges and universities beyond Maryland, relies on our building for overnight
accommodations. The Baltimore Lab School uses our auditorium, classrooms, and gymnasium. Baltimore City College Christmas Concerts have
filled our space with beautiful voices with more than 800 audience members in attendance. The Baltimore Folk Music Society hosts dances here.
Last year we also opened our doors to 900 heritage tourists who came to experience the history and beauty of Lovely Lane.

We believe that this building upgrade will allow us to double the shared use of our beautiful building. We see this historic building serving
as a gathering place for more arts and neighborhood programs and providing upgraded amenities for heritage visitors. Such growth will allow
Lovely Lane to continue operating sustainably while serving as a source of spirituality and respite for our congregation, an anchor for the
neighborhood, and a welcoming heritage asset in Baltimore City.

Baltimore Lab School students regularly
use the church building for performances

The Lovely Lane museum's collection of
Baltimore Album Quilts draws enthusiasts

and gym activities. Source: BLS website

from across the country.

Baltimore Folk Music Society holds weekly
dances in Lovely Lane’s Fellowship Hall.
Source: Lovely Lane archives

Lovely Lane was honored to host a choir
from South Korea during a 2015 U.S.
tour. Source: Lovely Lane archives

"Lovely Lane's generosity with their building is a ministry, one which
encourages community service in young people and supports the work of

"

providing vital resources to individuals who are underserved.
Sarah McIlvried, social ministry coordinator, Catholic Charities of Baltimore
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Did you know?
The postcard above c. 1905 shows the archway that once connected the Woman's College of Baltimore City (aka
Goucher College) to the original 1884 Lovely Lane church building. From the start, the church building was truly
designed to be used by the surrounding community for activities other than church services.
(Postcard from the Goucher College Postcard Collection)

Thank you!
We are grateful that there has been such overwhelming interest in and support for the Lovely Lane campaign,
both locally and nationally. Thank you to all who have donated or pledged to help restore this historic gem for
the future.

See a complete list of donors.

DONATE TO RESTORATION & REHABILITATION FUND
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