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What is a Conscience?
I remember pestering my mom as a kid, trying to understand what a conscience
is. I could never quite grasp the concept, until one fateful day. There was this praying mantis harmlessly crawling around but some of my young, thoughtless friends
thought it would be a great idea to throw rocks at it. We ended up killing this innocent creature and I felt awful. I was crying by the time I got home. My mother asked
me what happened and through heaving cries I explained what we had done.
She simply held me and reminded me of my nagging question about a conscience.
Mom said, “you’re feeling so bad because of your conscience.” The light bulb went
off, I finally made the connection. Webster defines conscience as “an inner feeling
or voice viewed as acting as a guide to the rightness or wrongness of one’s own behavior.”
Why do I share this moment of my childhood enlightenment? Because we lost
“the conscience of the Congress this weekend”. John Lewis was one of my heroes.
The Dean of the National Cathedral, Rev. Randy Hollerith shared these poignant
words:
At this moment of national reckoning with America’s original sin of racism, how
desperately we need the voice of John Lewis, and how sad we are that it is gone.
Every so often, God gives us extraordinary individuals who spend their lives working for justice and promoting the way of love. John Lewis was just such a gift from
God. He was a light in the darkness, a voice for the voiceless, a tireless champion
for equality.
As a trailblazer in the struggle for civil rights and later, as the conscience of
Capitol Hill, Rep. John Lewis called this country, time and time again, to work for
something better. He never gave up on America, even at times when America
seemed to renege on its promise that all people are created equal.
John Lewis called us to work for something better. He spoke truth to power. He
reminded our nation of the “rightness or wrongness of our individual and collective
behavior.” I don’t know about you, but I feel our nation has lost it’s moral compass.
We need to work together to find our way, to regain our national conscience. To
quote John Lewis, “Do not give up in a sea of despair. Do not become bitter or hostile. Be hopeful, be optimistic. Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in
good trouble, necessary trouble. We will find a way to make a way out of no way.”
May it be so.
Blessings,

Rev. Debbie Scott
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From the Lay Leader…
I don’t think I’ve ever gone this long without
communion.

steps. But it wouldn’t really be communion, would
it?

I know that there is no right or wrong amount of time
that is supposed to pass between celebrations of the
sacrament. Some denominations observe the
eucharist every week. In the early days of
Methodism congregations might have only taken
communion about once every three months… the
amount of time that passed between visits of their
ordained clergy on his circuit.

Those of you who are clergy or have enough
religious training may say, “No, because the
elements haven’t been sanctified.” But if you say that
to me you don’t know my famous ancestor and the
“Sacramental Controversy” that he set off. I think
that in my life I have always enjoyed elements that
were properly blessed. But truth be told I don’t know
that I would let it concern me if they weren’t.

But Lovely Lane, like the church I grew up in and
most modern United Methodist churches, has settled
into the routine of once a month. Maybe there is a
sound theological reason for this rhythm. I’ve always
assumed it was just a nice compromise.

But the physical separation brought about by the
pandemic has helped me to appreciate this routine
and symbolic act in a new way. Because now I know
it is not the connection with the Lord I miss. I feel
God’s hand on my shoulder every day. It’s not the
reminder of salvation that I miss. I know that in my
heart. What I miss is another gift the Lord has shared
with me: You.

But as the global pandemic stretches on into August,
we are missing our customary first-Sunday-of-themonth ritual for a fifth time.
I really like communion. That may seem an obvious
and facile thing for a Lay Leader to say. Of course
we like communion, right? Christ himself gave it to
us. But what I mean to say is that all tradition and
polity aside, that simple ritual has always touched me
more than you might guess. More so than the Lord’s
Prayer, or the Apostles’ creed. More than most of our
regular and common practices. During communion I
often have a feeling of connection and peace that I
feel in my soul.
Don’t get me wrong – I’m not complaining. I am part
of the groups, both at Lovely Lane and the
Conference, that is advising against this practice for
health and safety. And I still believe that it is the
right choice to not be doing it.
And I could still have communion in private,
couldn’t I? I could take out my personal copy of the
hymnal, get some bread and wine (ok… grape juice)
and I could quiet my thoughts and go through the

Join us for our Live-Stream Worship
Every Sunday during this time of social-distancing,
we are posting a live-stream of Sunday Worship
at Lovely Lane to our FaceBook page:
www.FaceBook.com/LovelyLaneChurch
Or
http://lovelylane.net/
(Just Click On The Video)
The video will remain available for one week
and be replaced by a new service each Sunday.

There is a name for this service that I haven’t yet
used: “The Lord’s Supper.” This name is a
descriptive one. But to me, it is a misleading one.
Yes, this supper comes from the Lord. And yes, it is
meant to remind us of our Lord’s sacrifice. But I
think we might have a better understanding of the
meaning of this sacrament if we called it “The
People’s Supper” to remind us that it is a gift given
to the Lord’s people to remind us of the great gift of
a body broken and blood shed for us.
So I could never have communion alone, because
more important than any blessed bread or cup is the
gathering of the faithful around the table. If I miss
having communion now, it is because I miss coming
together with you to publicly share in our professions
of faith. I miss the reassurance of shared prayer and
the revitalizing lift of hearing the lesson together.
I do treasure what we are doing. Our conference calls
and live-stream worship services give me a real
feeling of connection – as I hope they do for you. We
are making the right choice; to not assemble in our
auditorium until we feel ready and safe. I am content
with all of it. But at the same time, I am allowed to
miss what is not there – especially when the absence
of it has been a gift all its own; that I understand and
appreciate it all the more.

Peace,
John Strawbridge
lay leader
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RESTORATION AND NATIONAL FUND GIVING
We at Lovely Lane have a commitment to the future, both to maintain and restore our building as a beautiful
place for ongoing worship and as a center for greater community use of our underused space. Our vision of the
future for our congregation and for our historic building as a more robust community center has been generously
supported by an October 2019 $250,000 award to initiate this project from the National Fund for Sacred Places
(NFSP).
Since October 2019 we have been hard at work seeking the required 2:1 match for this NFSP award. We are happy to report, despite the adverse economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have received donations,
pledges and grant awards from individuals, foundations, government agencies and unrestricted legacy gifts to
reach 93% of the $500,000 NFSP required match. We are so grateful for this private/public partnership that supports our vision to restore and upgrade our 19th century building with 21st century amenities to serve as a vital
community anchor.
Many staff and volunteer hours have been donated to reach this capital campaign goal; many more will be donated to oversee construction and to document expenditures and progress for our grantors. Since June, our architects
are developing design and construction documents to undertake the initial components of Phase 1 work: a new
street-level access ramp, installation of additional public restrooms on the main floor, and restoration of this historic windows in the Brannan Chapel. Thank you to all church staff and members as well as Friends of Lovely
Lane whose commitment of time, skills and gifts to this undertaking has moved this capital project from the
drawing boards into reality.
The names below have made Restoration and direct NFSP match donations since the JULY 2020 TOWER. Their
names will be added to the Donor List of all project contributions received to date in our next Building Project
Newsletter in late July/early August. Please use this link for details of this publication: http://lovelylane.net/
home/lovely-lane-arts-neighborhood-center-capital-campaign/
Lenore Baier IMO Dorothy Krug
Rev. Dr. Emora and Nancy Brannan IMO Dorothy Krug and Dolores Shaw
Rev. Dr. Wanda Bynum Duckett
Mary Hughes Kendrick
Sally J. Knapp IMO Dorothy Krug
Maryland Historic Trust
Maryland Heritage Area Authority
Eleanor Packard IMO Dorothy Krug

Michael P. Rouse
Virginia Weiss, IMO Dorothy Krug
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It’s nice to hear Bill in a whole new
way.

e continue to monitor
the ever-changing
COVID-19 outbreaks
and will hold off making a decision
about reopening the church until it
is safer. We are thankful for your
continued support in these uncharted waters.

It’s great to have Elise back!
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!

Moving forward, we ask that flower order requests
be sent to the Lovely Lane email address
(lovely.lane.bcs@gmail.com) with Carol Curtis copied. It will make it easier for us to better track flower orders. Thank you for your help and continued
support!
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