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Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty
of their dreams.” We just celebrated Pentecost with a reading from Acts 2:17, “this is
something which was predicted by the prophet Joel, ‘And it shall come to pass in the last
days, says God, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.”
What is your vision, what are your dreams for Lovely Lane, for the UMC?
Many are feeling the tension in our denomination by the actions of the Special
2019 General Conference. I recently had a conversation with one of our retired Bishops
and we talked about the Baltimore Annual Conference and the future of the Church.
She said, “Deb, I see this as a real wake up moment for the United Methodist Church.
Many of those who have been sitting on the sidelines are waking up to say, this is not
who we are and are willing to stand up and be noticed.” As I reflect on our Annual
Conference Meeting I believe she is right.
John and I shared, with input from Emora, some of the details of the AC at our
June Church Council meeting. I invite each of you to read the current issue of the UM
Connection to find a detailed summary of the Conference. (Link is here)
(Https://b65de766771c0b853a36be165dca3b4cdda77f8dc2ad6b17900c.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/
uploaded/j/0e8820879_1559747936_june-2019-issuefinalwebupdated.pdf)

What I’ve been pondering since Conference is the whole idea of vision and
possibility. Where is the hope? For many of us it’s been a tall order to try and fend off
the discouragement that seems unrelenting right now; too much bad news for our
battered minds to contain, too much sadness for us to bear. Sleep and rest have been
hard to come by. Joy seems in short supply. I get it.
John Pavlovitz said in his recent blog, “everything in you that is so bruised and so
tender and so broken, is also the most powerful weapon on the planet. This is the
catalytic fuel of revolution. These tears and sighs are the glowing embers out of which a
Phoenix will rise in glory reborn. In days when things seem to make no sense, when
darkness seems to have the upper hand, when we’re overwhelmed by the prevalent
wrong in our midst, we often lose hope because we wonder where the good people have
gone. This is a reminder that they haven’t gone anywhere. Here you are.
So yes, you’re exhausted and you’re
brokenhearted and you’re pushed to the
brink, but you’re also right where you
need to be to do what is needed now.
You’re perfectly positioned to make a
bold, defiant declaration of love in these
days. You have everything you need to
begin altering the planet (and the
church).”
From where I sit, there are many
signs of hope. Our Conference ordained
and commissioned Joey and TC...that
brought an excitement we haven’t seen
in years. Listen to the Bishop’s
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ordination service sermon (BWCUMC.ORG) and while your at it, listen to
the Bible Study from Friday morning of Conference, wow! Many said the
Spirit was moving big time. If you watch these its like being there, I can’t
describe that for you, invest the time.
We elected delegates for General Conference May 2020. A very
inclusive, progressive/centrist slate. That’s being followed around the
country by other annual conferences. Legislation has been adopted in
many forms that basically say we will not live under the rules of the
Traditional Plan, in fact an appeal has been filed to the Judicial Council to
reconsider the whole TP. (https://mainstreamumc.com/blog/press-releasean-open-letter-to-the-judicial-council/)
The Spirit is moving, we are called to stand on the very foundation of our foremothers and forefathers and
dream dreams, to vision where God is calling us in this day and time. I’m excited to begin my second year of
ministry with the faith community of Lovely Lane UMC. This is a congregation that is invested in the past, but longs
for a future that will truly embrace how we may be relevant in these troubled times. We are a family.
I’m going to leave you with one last link to an article from one of our African brothers that brings a very
different perspective post General Conference. I’ve given you much material to chew on and digest. Let’s continue
the conversation, (let me know when you have your homework done) we may not always agree, but let us be of
one heart...keeping hope alive as we believe in the beauty of our dreams.

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Debbie Scott

(https://um-insight.net/perspectives/africa-s-great-betrayal-and-a-harvest-of-thorns/?
fbclid=IwAR1l3VIFbgP64TC606eurk4vDioyr0Ju-wIvdhyaPNbDfu2VL0o0yGFLwkw)

THE TOWER

From the Lay Leader…

Summer. Even as an adult, my image of summer is
shaped by the routines I had as a younger person. I
think of summer as a break. No school. No homework.
No tests.
But, of course, as an adult that’s not really true. Work
goes on. The needs of home and family go on. So, if
you’re an adult reading this pay attention – because
there’s going to be test.
I think that if we had to take a Christianity test, most of
us would score about 75%. That’s a B-. I base this on the
study guide given by Christ. He gave us four
assignments.
The first is “Love your God with all your Heart.” We like
to think we’re pretty solid on that one. Easy to do –
God’s pretty lovable. Sure, we get distracted and may
ignore God sometimes. But we never don’t love God.
“Love your Neighbor.” This one’s a little harder. Our
neighbors can be so difficult to love. But we love our
neighbors in theory… so we’ve got to get credit for
trying, right?
“Feed my lambs.” We give to charity. We pay our tithes
and offerings. We practice generosity in a lot of little
ways. I’m sure we’re good on this.

“Go and make disciples of all the world.” Well, I’ve been
meaning to do that. It’s on my list. When things slow
down and I have a bit more time… But three outa four
ain’t bad. Right?
So that feels like a B-. That’s a passing grade. Maybe not
honors, but passing.
Now let’s change classes and take a look at Social
Studies. And the lesson I want you to remember from
this class is the term “Post-Christian Era.” That’s what
sociologist are using to describe our present age. The
Christian Era had a good run, they argue. About twothousand years. But currently less than half of people
describe themselves as Christian or have any regular
involvement in church.
Church used to define our lives. From baptism to
confirmation to marriage to funeral. Now those things
are seen as mere tradition. Something young families
do to make Grandma happy.
Not surprisingly, the term “Post-Christian Era” troubles
me. It’s kind of insulting, to be dismissed and
marginalized like that. But that’s not the part that
bothers me. What really worries me, is the nagging
thought that it’s probably correct.
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At best Christianity has ceased to be the primary moral
structure in our society. At worst, it has come to be
viewed by many as hypocritical, judgmental and
restrictive. There are many in our modern world who
would like to see the influences of Christianity wiped
away entirely. Most of the rest of us barely muster up
the argument to just let us have our thing if we promise
not to impose it on others.
All-in-all, we’re earning about a B- for our efforts. Lucky
for us, Christ does not put us to the test. We are saved
through good Grace not good grades.
Still, if we want to follow Christ – and by “follow” I
don’t mean to passively follow like a tourist following a
guide, but to actively carry out his instructions – then
we must try for 100%. It is up to us to bring back
Christianity as a presence in our daily living. Not as
something old, but as something resurrected. Not as a
framework of rules to follow, but as a program of
uplifting and empowering.
So here, as promised, is your assignment. This is not a
thought exercise – this is something I actually want you
to do over the summer. I want you to find two
opportunities to boldly talk about your life as a
Christian. At work, or on vacation, or in line at the
DMV… tell someone in a direct and unflinching way
about how your relationship with Christ is directing
your life. Don’t preach. Don’t try to convert. You’re not
trying to influence anyone. Just let someone see that
your faith is important to you, and that you are not shy
about that.
It’s a small step. Admittedly, it’s not disciple-making. It’s
just a deliberate effort to bring our relationship with
Jesus back into the light. To let it be seen as an
effortless and even an ordinary thing.
See you in September. I can’t wait to hear what you did
over summer break.

Peace,
John Strawbridge
lay leader
Concord UMC Youth Choir

WE CELEBRATED OUR 247TH ANNIVERSARY!
THE L. CARROLL YINGLING, Jr.,
COLLECTION OF WESLEYANA
John Wesley was born in 1703 and died on March 2, 1791, just about four months before his 88th
birthday. Thus, his lifetime spans virtually the entire eighteenth century. During this long period, he was
the subject for a variety of portraits and engravings. A typical, authentic portrayal of Wesley has three
hallmarks: a prominent nose, curls at the bottom of his hair, and Geneva bands or preaching tabs worn
with his robe or other garments. It is perhaps less recognized that he was also a model for ceramic busts
and assorted porcelain plates, cups, and commemorative items. These and other objects related to the
founder of Methodism are often collectively referred to as “Wesleyana.”
On June 23rd, we officially celebrated the gift to the United Methodist Historical Society here at Lovely
Lane of the fine assembly of Wesleyana collected during his lifetime by The Reverend L. Carroll Yingling,
Jr., who at the time of his death on August 23, 2014, was one of the most highly respected and
beloved leaders among the clergy members of the Baltimore-Washington Conference. It was Carroll’s
wish that the bulk of his extensive collection be kept together at the Lovely Lane Museum.
Among the many items of note in the collection we received is the ceramic bust created by Enoch
Wood in the 1780s during Wesley’s lifetime. Wesley’s close friends asserted that this was the best
likeness ever produced of the great leader, “His actual visage”. As Wesley grew older, he felt his time
was all the more precious and that sitting for an artist like Wood wasted that valuable commodity. When
he complained to the artist, Wood pointed out that if he would just look up from the book he was
reading, the work could proceed much more quickly! Wesley himself is said to have been pleased with the
finished product. Wesley also formed a friendship with Josiah Wedgewood, the famous Staffordshire
potter, and this resulted in a series of portrayals of the evangelist from Wedgewood’s shops.
We are grateful to Mrs. Phyllis Stuckey Yingling and members of her family for their presence with us
on this special occasion. It is fitting that we celebrate receiving the Yingling Collection on this Anniversary
Sunday at Lovely Lane, the 247th anniversary of the founding of this outpost of Wesleyan spirituality here
in Baltimore Town. All are invited to view the Collection in the Museum where it will be on display after
renovations are completed. – Dr. Emora T. Brannan
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Summer Schedule 7/7 - 9/1
& Lemonade on the Portico

Frances Munn Roberts’ Book Reading 7/10

Please be reminded that starting July 7th , Lovely Lane
begins its summer schedule (which continues through
Labor Day). Worship will begin at 10:00 am. Instead of
our Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall, we will enjoy a
cool glass of lemonade on the St. Paul Street portico at
11:00 am after worship. The Sunday tour will also begin
at 11:00 am.

Save the date of July 10, 2019 for an event at the 2nd
Wednesdays at the VLP program. Lovely Lane’s own,
Frances Munn Roberts, will be reading excerpts from
her novel, The War Brides of 24th Street, with a Q & A
session to follow.
2nd Wednesdays is a series of free lectures, concerts,
and special arts events. This series spotlights local talent
and provides community adults an opportunity to spend
time sharing culture and conversation with neighbors.
It’s held on the second Wednesday of each month at
7:00 pm, 2521 St Paul St. Parking is available in the lot
across the street.

Frances Munn
Roberts
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Altar
Flowers

In Honor Of Lena Leone &
in Flag Waving Celebration
of her Birthday
By Betsy Fisk

In Memory of
Louis Coleman
By Laura Coleman
and Son, Jack

In Honor of her
Grandaughter, Julia Henslee
and All July Birthdays
By Lenore Baier

Have a
Happy Summer!
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Elizabeth Brannan

Sefi Abedoh

Jessika Williams

Ethan Cottrill

Sasha Bailey

Craig Smith

Sefi Abedoh

Mike Rouse

John Strawbridge

Tour Guides
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
Non-profit
Organization
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!
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In Honor of
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for their Birthdays

OPEN

In Honor of her Husband,
Daniel Baier & her Grandson,
Eli Henslee, &
All August Birthdays
By Lenore Baier

Altar
Flowers

Tower
Lighting

OPEN
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Brannan

Abedoh &
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Eleanor Packard
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