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From the Pastor’s Desk : Family 

      Each summer, for almost 25 years, I have spent the last part of August in Bethany 
Beach, Delaware. Most of that time, my sister Wendy, a teacher in CT, has joined me for 
at least the first week. In recent years, my cousin John Forchelli & his wife have spent a 
long weekend with us. They couldn’t make it this year but my cousin Valerie Vogini & 
her daughter Christina joined us for a good Italian meal. (Photo of the four of us) 

I don’t often get to spend time with family. Most of 
the Italian side of the family stayed in the greater 
NYC area. My parents were always on the move 
with my sister and I in tow. My first seven years 
were in Plainview, Long Island, then Fairfield, Ct. In 
those days the NY Giants football team had their 
summer training camp at Fairfield University.  
Valerie came from her home in Astoria, NYC, next 
to my grandparents, to spend a week in Fairfield so 
she might get an autograph and photo with her 

heart throb, Frank Gifford, quarter back. But when it came down to it, she was too 
chicken to ask him so I stepped up and said, “Hey Frank, how about a picture?” 

While eating dinner this week and sharing family stories,  
Valerie pulled that photo out of her wallet. I apparently 
teased her mercilessly about the fact that Frank had his 
hands on my shoulders, not hers. (Black and white photo) 
Family, we share memories and moments, don’t we. The 
good, the bad and the ugly. There’s nothing like our connec-
tion to family. 

As someone who moved every several years, due to my  
father’s work, there were two things that my parents always 
checked out before they put a contract on a house. The 
school Wendy and I would be attending and the Methodist 
church we would join. 

You see for the Scott family (yes my mom, one of six, was the only one to marry a non-
Italian) the church always become our extended family because we were not close to 
NY or Indiana (my Dad was a hoosier). Our family motto was “bloom where you are 
planted”. We could not wait for folks to gently invite us into this or that, we jumped in 
head first because we never knew how long we would be in any given place. This was 
all great training for itinerant ministry… going where the Bishop sends you. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for graciously welcoming me into the incredi-
ble family known as Lovely Lane UMC. I sit in the sanctuary and look around at all the 
incredible history and my only regret, is that my folks won’t get to see and experience 
all this first hand, they would be so proud. 

We all need family connections, isn’t it great that we have found that together. Bless be 
the Tie That Binds Our Hearts in Christian Love. 

 Grace & Peace, 

 Rev. Deb 
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OPEN DOORS THE TOWER September 2018 

Sept 2  Craig Smith 
Sept 9  Sefi Abedoh 
Sept 16  Mike Rouse 
Sept 23  John Strawbridge 
Sept 30  Lenore Baier   

 

September 2  
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
 Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or  
Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 

 James 1:17-27 
 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
September 9   
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 or  
Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

September 16 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

September 23   
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

September 30   
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Ester 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

September 2 
Aimee & Ken Delaney 

September 9 
Marisa, Johnny & Daria Olszewski 

September 16 
Carol Curtis & John Hutchinson 

September 23 
Carrie Harnick & Linda Webb 

September 30 
Nancy & Emora Brannan 

September 1 
In Honor of  

Patrick & Emora Brannan 
for their birthdays 
By Nancy Brannan  

September 23 
In Memory of 

Evelyn P. Kone & Maxine Verdier 
By Carol Curtis 

Sept 2  Nancy Brannan 
Sept 9  Carrie Harnick 
Sept 16  Carol Curtis 
Sept 23  Cathy Dryden 
Sept 30  Betsy Fisk   

Saturday, October 6 
9 am - 12 pm 



 

It used to be simple: If you needed bread, you went to 
the store and got some. But now, you might have to 
stop and think which store you belong to. If you want 
to go to one of the big discount stores, you have to be a 
member. Even if you just visit the neighborhood super-
market, you’re pressured to be a member of their re-
wards club. Prices are better for members. Or, put an-
other way, you are penalized with higher prices if you 
don’t belong. 

It’s not just groceries; your pharmacy, department 
store, even your gas station all want you to join and to 
carry their card. It’s enough to make you give up and 
want to shop on-line… if you’re a member of Ama-
zon… or Amazon Prime. You may belong to a gym, to 
Netflix, to AAA, to a frequent flier club, to AARP, to a 
political party, to a fraternity or sorority, to a club, to a 
union… even to a church. 

Everywhere you go, businesses and organizations don’t 
simply want to you join… they want you to BELONG. 
They want you to feel like you are part of a community. 
And clearly, they have figured out something pretty im-
portant: we want to belong. We like the feeling of be-
longing. It is reassuring to be a part of something. We 
don’t want to be alone. We are so desperate to be in-
cluded, in fact, that an entire generation has made a 
lifestyle out of belonging; to Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, Snapchat, Kik, LinkedIn, WhatsApp, Slack, Tum-
blr, Tinder and many more.  

This is not new. What is new is that we are reaching fur-
ther and spreading thinner in our attempt to belong. 
But there have always been things to be a part of; our 
country, our tribe, our family. Sometimes these things 
are great for taking us in, at other times they can be a 
mask for keeping others out. But the desire to belong 
goes so deeply into our core that it reminds us that 
from our very creation we were made to belong to 
something more than our individual isolated selves.  

That thing, of course, is God.  

The Bible is many things. But the over-arching story is 
one of our separation from God, and our return to God. 
As Christians, we believe that Christ’s sacrifice made us 
whole, and returns us to be a part of God. 

Or do we? 

We should. We profess it. We preach it. But do we really 
believe it? Do we go about our day, our work, or our 
lives as people who belong to God? The Bible tells us 
this is so. 1 John 4:13 says, “By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit.” It is one of many passages that remind us in 
different ways that we are not merely God’s subjects, 
but a part of God. 

“To Belong” is a complicated idea, because it can be 
understood in two ways. In one way, it is to be a posses-
sion. To be owned. To be property. In another way, it 
means to be part of a whole. To be integral and neces-
sary. To be in the right place. It is in this second way 
that all these stores and organizations want us to feel 
like we’re members. But in belonging to God, it is so 
much more than membership. We are literally a part of 
God. Through Christ, God has let us know that He is a 
part of us. So how could we not be a part of God? 

We seldom fully appreciate that. We focus on being 
God’s image, his people, and his children. And we are 
these things, but these are earthy approximations for 
something far more wonderful. We each and every one 
us – you included – have a spark of God in you. You 
breath God’s breath.  

That is the great craving for belonging you feel. Like 
having a magnet inside you, you are drawn to God by 
being a part of God. Accepting that and directing your 
life towards God, makes false and unsatisfying wants go 
away. It is simple. In God is the bread of life. And you 
already belong.   

Peace, 
John Strawbridge,  

lay leader 

  OPEN MINDS THE TOWER September 2018 

From the Lay Leader… 

BOARD OF CHILD CARE 

On behalf of the Board of Child Care and the Auxiliary, thank for your recent generous donations! 
The BCC Auxiliary provides many “extras” including field trips, seasonal and birthday parties and gifts for the 
youngsters at the various locations.  The Auxiliary is making some changes to simplify its operation. New envelopes 
will be appearing at the church soon. Checks for the Auxiliary should be made payable to the BCC, with “Auxiliary” 
designated on the information line, & mailed directly to BCC. Cash donations should go to the Lovely Lane Treasurer 
who will write a check from the church. Donations may also be made online at boardofchildcare.org. Ongoing news 
about the activities at BCC is also available on line. A reminder: Only Box tops are being collected now, not labels. 
Again, thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry which serves children and families in Maryland and West 
Virginia.  -Eleanor Packard, Keyperson  



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

THE TOWER September 2018 

Every Sunday 
Worship Service - Sanctuary, 11 am 
Fellowship Hour - LL Hall, 12 pm 
Guided Tour - Sanctuary, 12 pm 

Every Monday 
Baltimore Tai Chi - Hall, Conference Room & Gym, 6:30 pm 

Every Wednesday 
Baltimore Folk Music Society Dance - LL Hall, 7:30 pm 

Every Saturday 
BLS Martial Arts - LL Hall, 8 am 

Thursday,  August 30 
Community Discussion About Food - Lovely Lane Hall, 6 pm 

Sunday, September 2 
Last 10 am Worship Service - Sanctuary, 10 am 

Wednesday, September 6  
BLS Themed Kick Off Assembly - Lovely Lane Hall, 9 am  

Sunday, September 9 
11 am Worship Service Begins - Sanctuary, 11 am 

Sunday, September 16 
Church Council Meeting - Lovely Lane Hall, 11:30 am 

Sunday, September 23 
District Superintendent Rev. Wanda Duckett Preaching - 
Sanctuary, 11 am 

Monday, September 24 
Old Goucher Community Association Presents: 
Charles Marohn, Strong Towns - Sanctuary, 7 pm 

Tuesday, September 25 
Building Renovation Task Force Meeting -  
Pastor’s Study, 6:30 pm 

Friday, October 5 
Baltimore Applique Society Historic Quilt Viewing -  
Lovely Lane Hall, 12 pm 
Wedding - Sanctuary, 4 pm 
Sculpture Exhibition Opening Reception - Chapel, 6 - 9 pm 

Saturday, October 6 
Church Work Day - 9 am 


