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From the Pastor’s Desk …
Take the Scenic Route
In our fast-paced world, we tend to find the fastest way from point to point. Never wanting to waste a moment, we try to find a new way around the traffic and through the stop
lights of life. We are consumed with a desire to shorten the journey and rush to our destinations.
As Christians, we are in the middle of our Lenten journey, heading toward Easter. There
are those who in their Christian walk, would prefer the short cut—skip over the Lenten
journey and go straight to the joy of resurrection on Easter morning. However, trying to
find a shorter way to Easter lessens our joy rather than increases it. The best way to the
joy of Easter is to take the scenic route.
The scenic route to Easter includes being part of the Palm Sunday parade that places
palm branches down to make a way for a humble servant-king riding a donkey into Jerusalem. The scenic route stops for refreshment at a table where the featured food is
bread and the juice of the grape as Christ takes traditional Passover food and transforms
the feast—the Last Supper gives birth to the Lord’s Supper. The scenic route follows
Jesus through the streets of Jerusalem as he is arrested, tried, condemned, rejected,
scourged and crucified. The scenic route stops to weep at the borrowed tomb where the
body of the Master is laid to rest. The scenic route sits in the darkness of Holy Saturday
remembering Jesus and mourning a great loss in deep grief. Then, and only then, does
the scenic route search through the mist of Easter morning’s pre-dawn to make its way
to the tomb to find the surprise of the missing body. As dawn’s full light shines upon the
route that has been taken, the bend in the road of history reveals a resurrected Christ.
And it is only from the perspective of that destination that the road behind and the road
ahead make sense for us as Christians.
Beloved, I bid you to take the scenic route to Easter on April 1st. Before hastening to the
services of Easter take the road that helps you appreciate the fullness of the joy of resurrection. Set aside time for our services of Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday. Mark
the suffering death of the Christ in your calendar and set aside time to be present for either the noonday or evening service on Good Friday, or maybe even both. Create a plan
for you and/or your family to observe a Holy Saturday of waiting for Easter morning. Give
yourself a double-dose of pure joy and attend both the sunrise and regular morning worship services on Easter.
Like any good road trip, the scenic route takes more time and planning, but the memories you make along the way are well worth the investment. And I believe that you will
find that it was such a worthwhile journey that you will want to plan your next scenic
route through Easter to Pentecost seeing the risen Christ at every bend of the road
throughout the fifty days that follow Easter.
May Jesus bless your journey & may you stop to enjoy every scene in your Christian walk.

Serving Christ with you ,
Pastor Patricia
Please keep your pastor posted on needs for prayer & pastoral care (including hospital
visits and shut-in visitation) by calling or texting her on her cell phone at 443-510-3308.
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March 4
Carol Curtis & John Hutchinson
March 11
Carrie Harnick & Linda Webb
March 18
Aimee & Ken Delaney
March 25
Nancy & Emora Brannan
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Eleanor Packard
Lee Enos
Carol Curtis
Cathy Dryden

Alice Konchuba
Michael Rouse
Roger Katzenberg
Keith & Sarah Kreutziger

March 4
In Memory of Louis Coleman,
By Laura & Jack Coleman
March 11
In Memory of Virginia Lucas,
By Lenore Baier
In Honor of March Birthdays
Nancy Brannan, Linda Webb,
Bill Murphy, Craig Smith,
& Patricia Strawbridge
March 18
In Honor of Bill Murphy,
for his birthday
By John Hutchinson
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Thomas & Catherine Strawbridge Abendroth
Sefiyatu Abedoh
$45,276
C. Dudley Brown
Charles & Laura Millikan
Eleanor Packard
Joyce Pollard
Katherine Rigney
Kathryn Vitarelli & Gregory Coates
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March 11
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830)
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
March 18
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785)
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33
March 25
Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Mark 11:1-11
John 12:12-16
March 29
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
March 30
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42
April 1
Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)
Psalm 51:1-17
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18
Mark 16:1-8

We are pleased to welcome back Organist, Benjamin Teague, from Newport South
Wales, UK. He will be performing a recital of “Music Across the Ages” on the majestic Roosevelt - Austin pipe organ at Lovely Lane on Friday, April 20th at 7:30 PM.
Mr. Teague studies organ in Llandaff Cathedral with David Geoffrey Thomas, and has
since progressed to holding positions at both St. Teilo's Church and St. Michael's
College, Llandaff. Ben has performed several recitals across the United Kingdom, and
now the east coast of America. He is a keen performer as well as composer, on both
organ and piano. He takes a particular interest in French music, especially Ravel and
Debussy, as well as Widor, Vierne & Fauré of the Late French Romantic, & Messiaen,
Duruflé, Langlais of the 20th century school. His performance will include works by
American & European masters such as Bach, Buxtehude, Langlais, Messiaen, plus music by masterful contemporary composers.
The recital is free, but free will donations will be accepted.
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OPEN MINDS
From the Lay Leader…
Many years ago my parents were listening to the radio –
that’s how long ago this was; people still listened to radio
– and a scientist was talking about the universe… how it
began and how it might end. As my parents tell the story,
my grandmother stopped in her tracks, alarmed at what
she heard; “What did he say?” she asked.
“He said the universe will end in fourteen billion years.”
“Oh, thank God,” grandmother replied, “I thought he said
fourteen million.”

The only solid and defined manifestation of God is when
He appeared to us as Christ Jesus. But even this God-withus was made flesh so that he might give up his life and be
sacrificed on a wooden cross.
And it is in this, God’s great gift to us, that we begin to find
understanding. God gives us knowledge that nothing on
earth lasts. Life itself is precious because it is both delicate
and brief.

My parents never found out why my grandmother cared
whether it was fourteen million or fourteen billion.

We love a good meal, but would not want to eat the same
one every day. We have our favorite songs, but would
grow bored with them if they never ended.

Most of us don’t spend a lot of time worrying about when
the world will end. Our own lives are far more fleeting, but
even that thought doesn’t generally enter our minds dayto-day.

Christ’s ministry lasted only a thousand days, but its value
is without measure. And because of Christ’s sacrifice, we
know that even our sin is temporary. It is washed away by
the blood of the Lamb of God.

But in the season of Lent, we are challenged to examine
our mortality. We begin with this somber reminder;
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” We place ashes on our foreheads – the charred remains of last year’s dried up palms.

The very act of sacrifice – and our remembrance of it in the
sacrament of Communion – has always been finding glory
in the ending. Of celebrating life by accepting death.

Since God is all-present, all-powerful and eternal, why are
so many of the symbols of our faith things that are impermanent? The water? The light? The fish… the fruit… the
dove… the mustard seed? Even the bread and the wine
are things which have a very limited time of usefulness.
Other faiths have made their god-symbols big and strong.
Sumerian, Roman and other cultures of the ancient world
have left statues of their gods in stone and bronze so
strong we still look at them today. The Easter Island statues, the druid megaliths at Stonehenge, and the Sphinx at
Giza seem to embody the very idea of eternal.
But our God has rebuked graven images. He does not even
encourage the building of temples, though we persist in
doing so. Our God seems to revel in the ephemeral and the
intangible.

And so, as we live out this Lenten season… as we build up
to the day when we remember that Jesus died upon the
cross out of love for us... we are reminded to thank God
for the gift of the temporary. We celebrate God with images of things that burn up, dry out and pass away. Because,
like our sin, we will eventually give up all things of this
earth. We will come to appreciate that of all things in the
vast universe, only one thing is permanent. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be. If we would seek
something unchanging to cling to – it is this one true thing;
God is Love. And God’s love endures.

Peace,
John Strawbridge,
lay leader

The Lovely Lane family mourns the passing of our friend, and the newest member of our congregation, Julie
Flinchum, who passed away on February 25th. This loss is particularly hard for Pastor Patricia, to whom Julie was
sister related by God rather than by birth. In order to better help Pastor Patricia work through this loss and all that
it means in matters both emotional and practical, the Staff-Parish Committee, working with our District Superintendent, has arranged a time of compassion in which the pastor may work three days each week in the office in addition to her Sunday Worship time through April. After April, Patricia is eager to get back to creating the kind of ministry with Lovely Lane that she has always planned.
At the same time, Pastor Patricia wants to be sure that every member of the Lovely Lane family knows that she is
always available by phone at any time for the needs of the members. Please do not hesitate to contact her if you
need pastoral care or conversation.
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Thank you for prompt delivery!

Every Sunday
Worship Service - Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship Hour - LL Hall, 12 pm
Guided Tour - 12 pm
Every Monday
BLS Sports Club - Gym, 3:15 pm
Baltimore Tai Chi - Hall, Conference Room & Gym, 6:30 pm
Every Wednesday
Mother Seton Academy Basketball - Gym, 5:30 pm
Baltimore Folk Music Society Dance - LL Hall, 7:30 pm
Every Saturday
BLS Martial Arts - LL Hall, 8 am
RoC Youth Basketball & Evangelism - Gym, 10 am
Saturday, March 3
Church Work Day - 9 am
Georgetown University & Penn State Overnight Arrives
Sunday, March 4
Assumption College Overnight Arrives
Tuesday, March 6
Building Renovation Task Force Meeting, 6:30 pm
Wednesday, March 7
BLS Assembly - LL Hall, 10:30 am
2nd Half of Georgetown University Arrives
Friday, March 9
Georgetown University Overnight Departs
Saturday, March 10
Assumption College & Penn State Overnight Departs
Catonsville UMC Tour - 10 am
Celebration of Life for Julie Flinchum - Sanctuary, 12 noon

Monday, March 12
BLS Spanish Cooking Club - Kitchen, 3:30 pm
Tuesday, March 13
WV Provisional Elders Tour - 2 pm
Thursday, March 15
CVCBD Budget Hearing - LL Hall, 7 pm
Saturday, March 17
UMCP Alternative Breaks Overnight Arrives
Sunday, March 18
Church Council Meeting - LL Hall, 12:30 pm
UMBC Alternative Breaks Overnight Arrives
Wednesday, March 21
BLS High School Talent Show - LL Hall, 9 am
Friday, March 23
UMBC Alternative Breaks Overnight Departs
Saturday, March 24
UMCP Alternative Breaks Overnight Departs
Sunday, March 25
Blessing of the Palms - East Portico, 10:30 am
Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday Potluck Supper & Communion
- LL Hall, 6:30 pm
Friday, March 30
Good Friday Service - Lovely Lane Sanctuary, 12 noon
Good Friday Service - St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunrise Service - Sanctuary, 6:30 am
Easter Festal Service - Sanctuary, 11 am
Saturday, April 7
Church Work Day - 9 am

Our Easter Altar
We invite members and friends of Lovely Lane to help decorate the altar with traditional Easter plants in
honor of our risen Savior. Please submit your listing using this form, calling the church office, 410-889-1512
or emailing at lovely.lane.bcs@gmail.com . The cost of a plant is $9.00.
To meet printing deadlines for bulletin and newsletter listings, please get this information to the church
office by Friday, March 16th.
Please indicate if you would like to be listed as the donor:

□ No, do not list □ Yes, please list as: “by __________________________________________”
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
I am giving ________ plants at $9.00 per plant, for a total of $________.
Additionally, I would like to contribute $________ toward additional plants.
Signature:______________________________ Phone: _________________ Total Enclosed: $________
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