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Beloved Saints of Lovely Lane,
One day I heard what I had been waiting for—the first carol of Christmas in a retail establishment. Some people enjoy Christmas, I simply crave Christmas! I love the decorations, and
special shows on television, and especially the music of the season. The carols that speak of
Christmas that is. I’ve sung all of the “celebration of snow” songs in my lifetime (Jingle Bells,
Winter Wonderland, White Christmas—well you get my “drift”), but those are not the songs
of my heart. The real carols that proclaim the birth of our Messiah are the songs I can’t get
enough of in my ear. There is a delight that goes beyond words when I hear O Holy Night or
Hark the Herald Angels Sing at the mall, or the drug store, or the grocery store.
Christmas music proclaims the gospel in beautifully moving ways. The prophet calls for salvation through O Come, O Come Emmanuel. The long wait for the Savior echoes on in Come
Thou Long Expected Jesus. With children’s voices singing Away in a Manger, the awaited gift
of God arrives in musically innocent tones. Some songs give the weather (It Came upon the
Midnight Clear) while others give the place (O Little Town of Bethlehem) and others take us to
farther distances (Angels We Have Heard on High). The overall effect of the birth of Christ is
reflected in the words and tune of Joy to the World.
As playlists are compiled, a musical journey through the gospel rarely comes in chronological
order. The great thing is that in that confusing order there is opportunity. People are never
more open to hearing the Good News of Christ Jesus than they are in the season of Christmas
as this music like water on a stone can create an opening into the heart. We who know the
timeline of the good news may encounter those who do not have all the events in order. As
we help others piece together the story of Christ’s birth and how that singular event has
changed our lives, we can help others receive the true gift of Christmas and experience their
own version of The First Noel.
I pray that the music of Christmas will be not just around you, but in you. May the familiar and
unfamiliar melodies of the season bring you the hope, peace, joy, and love of Christ. May you
be blessed to use the songs of this holy season as a way to share the Good News with others
as you rejoice in the gift of Jesus born for you.
Tidings of comfort and joy in this Christmas season,

Pastor Patricia

Organist
Bill Scanlan Murphy
Pastor Emerita
Rev. Nancy Nedwell
Sexton
Ivan Reyes
Administrative Assistant
Lena Leone

WORSHIP WATCHWORD
December 3rd

1st Sunday of Advent—The Candle of Hope

December 10th

2nd Sunday of Advent—The Candle of Peace

December 17th

3rd Sunday of Advent—The Candle of Joy

December 24th - 11 am

4th Sunday of Advent—The Candle of Love

December 24th - 6:45 pm

Christmas Eve –The Nativity of Our Lord—Candlelight Service

December 31st

1st Sunday After Christmas and New Year’s Eve

January 7th

Epiphany Sunday

January 14th

Baptism of the Lord – Baptisms and Reception of New Members
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The Estate of Margaret Schroeder
Dorothy B. Krug

Dolores Shaw
c/o Lighthouse Senior Living
1813 Old Eastern Avenue Apt. 244
Essex MD 21221-1458

Annual Candlelight Advent Service
at the Strawbridge Shrine
Sunday, December 10 at 4:30 PM
in the Log Meeting House

December 3
Carol Curtis & John Hutchinson
December 10
Aimee & Ken Delaney
December 17
Susanna Maddox & Mike Rouse
December 24 - 11 am
Nancy & Emora Brannan
December 24 - 6:45 pm
Elizabeth Brannan
December 31
Sharra Kelly & Robert Furbay

Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17
Dec 24
Dec 31

Carol Curtis
Craig Smith
Eleanor Packard
Lee Enos
Sarah Scribner

December 3
Given in Honor of
Laura Coleman
for her Birthday
December 10
Given in Honor of
John Strawbridge,
for his Birthday

December 31
Given in Honor of
Nancy & Emora Brannan,
for their 50th Wedding Anniversary

MANNA HOUSE
435 E 25th Street Baltimore ph: 410-889-3001

*** ITEMS NEEDED ***
{ Men’s Socks, Large Containers of Coffee & Sugar }
Lovely Lane was one of the founding members of MANNA HOUSE, a 52 year old
agency we have long supported.
Manna House provides a wide array of services, such as daily hot breakfast
(68,752 in FY 2017) 8:00 – 10:15 AM, health care, showers, clothes, bus tokens,
birth certificates & IDs, day shelter etc. Other long term services like case management help people move toward independence. Your help makes this possible and
visitors are always welcome from Lovely Lane.
YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

December 3
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801)
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (UMH 806)
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 (UMH 847)
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship Service
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH199)
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
December 24
Christmas Eve
Evening Worship Service
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96 (UMH 815)
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
December 31
First Sunday After Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Galations 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
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From the Lay Leader…
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.”
-Luke 2:13-15
Ah, those shepherds. They are as iconic a part of the Christmas
story as the Christ child himself. We take it for granted that, of
course God, would have announced the coming of the Savior to
these humble folk. But history, as the saying goes, is written by
the victors. Could it be possible that there is more to the story?
And so, with your indulgence, allow me to imagine a few verses
from the Gospel of Luke that never were…
The Angel Appears
There were scribes living in the center of town. An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them. The angel said to them, “I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.”
But the scribes said to the angel, “Go away, for we are too
busy and have much work to do. We do not have time to go
looking in mangers.”
And there were priests in the temple. The angel appeared to
them and told them of the good news. But the priests said to
the angel, “This is very interesting news. We must consult our
holy texts to see if this is true. We must debate and discuss
the meaning of this. Come back in a few days, and we may
have more questions for you.”

peared to them and told them of the good news. But the
merchants said to the angel, “You are not here. I am but
dreaming.” While others said, “I have had too much wine.”
And there where elders and people of noble birth living their
houses. And the angel appeared to them and told them of
the birth of the Messiah. But the elders and noblemen said to
the angel, “We cannot be bothered. If this is so important, let
this child be brought to us.”
And there was a governor living in his palace. The angel appeared to him, and he said, “I do not wish to hear this. My
people follow me. This child must also obey me.”
And there were laborers living in the houses at the edge of
town. And the angel appeared to them. But the laborers said,
“This is no business of mine. Tell this news to someone else.”
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby…
+++
Advent means “coming.” It is the time of year when we, as
Christians, are in a time of waiting; the Savior is coming… the
angels are coming… the Good News is coming…
But maybe what we should be thinking about is “going.” We
don’t know that the angel of the Lord appeared to anyone other than the shepherds that night. But we do know that one
thing made the shepherds different from all the others who
might have also heard the Good News; “The shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’”
Let us not be among those who wait. Let us be the ones who
go.

Peace,
John Strawbridge,
lay leader

And there were merchants living in the town. The angel ap-

2018 COMMITMENT CARDS

STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ADVENT SERVICE

Thank you to all who have submitted their 2018 Estimate of
Giving Commitment Card. If you have not yet submitted
your card, you still have time. We will joyfully receive your
commitment at any time. The Commitment Cards are used
to help us develop a reasonable budget for the year ahead
while they guide you in your giving throughout the year. If
you did not receive or have misplaced your commitment
card, please contact the church office or pick up a card on
Sunday morning. God bless all who give faithfully.

Our own Pastor Sebring will be the guest preacher, & our lay
leader John Strawbridge will be the worship leader, at this
year's Annual Candlelight Advent Service at the Strawbridge
Shrine. This intimate Lessons & Carols service will be held
Sunday, December 10 at 4:30 pm in the Log Meeting House the authentic replica of America's first Methodist house of
worship. Come experience what Advent is like when it is just
scripture and fellowship. This is a popular event, so please
arrive early to assure your first choice of seat. After the service, plan to stay for cookies and hot cider in the Visitors
Center.
2650 Strawbridge Lane
New Windsor, MD 21776
www.strawbridgeshrine.org

OUR COMMUNITY

IN

CHRIST

We anticipate starting the New Year with baptisms and the
welcoming of new members on January 14th when we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. Anyone interested in church
membership or baptism for themselves or a family member
should contact Pastor Patricia through her e-mail at
revdrpls@gmail.com or on her cell phone, 443-510-3308.
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the
revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
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2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Thank you for prompt delivery!

Every Sunday
Worship Service, Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship Hour, LL Hall, 12 pm
Guided Tour, 12 pm
Every Monday
BLS Badminton Club, Gym, 3:30 pm
Baltimore Tai Chi, LL Hall & Conference Room, 6:30 pm
Mother Seton Academy Basketball, Gym, 5 pm
Every Wednesday
Baltimore Folk Music Society Dance, LL Hall, 7:30 pm
Mother Seton Academy Basketball, Gym, 5 pm
Every Saturday
BLS Martial Arts, LL Hall, 8 am
RoC Youth Basketball & Evangelism, Gym, 10 am
Friday, December 1
Manna House Bull Roast, Rosedale Gardens, 7 pm
Saturday, December 2
Church Work Day, Dumpster Day, 9 am
Church of Philippi Tour, 11 am
Sunday, December 3
Advent Decorating Day, following worship
Tuesday, December 5
BLS Parent Association Spaghetti Dinner, LL Hall, 5 pm

Thursday, December 7
Baltimore City College HS Choir Practice, Sanctuary, 11 am
Friday, December 8
BLS Lower School Talent Show, LL Hall, 5 pm
Poinsettia Dedications Due, Church Office
Saturday, December 9
UMHS Meeting, Library, 10 am
Baltimore City College HS Choir Performance, Sanctuary, 5 pm
Sunday, December 10
Glyndon UMC Tour, 12 pm
Advent Candlelight Service, Strawbridge Shrine, 4:30 pm
Wednesday, December 13
*Newsletter Item Due*, Church Office
Sunday, December 17
Church Council Meeting, LL Hall, 12:30 pm
Monday, December 18
BLS Spanish Cooking Club, 3:30 pm
Monday, December 25 - Monday, January 1
Office Closed - Christmas & New Years Day Holiday

