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   When it comes to religious art, I’m pret-
ty much a classical guy. I prefer a gilded a 
medieval triptych to a velvet canvas Je-
sus. But sitting on my desk is a little pa-
per card that I was handed at a funeral. 
On it, is a pastel picture of Jesus looking 
too modern, too European and too casu-
al. He has his arms wrapped around a 
person we only see from the back, as if 
welcoming him into Heaven. It is cheesy, 
tacky and cheap. 

And I absolutely love it. 

I surprised myself with this reaction, and 
even with the fact that I am still holding 
onto it many months later. This Jesus is 
undignified. He has a big smile and messy 
hair. Not god-like at all. This is not the 
Jesus that is illustrated in my Bible, or in 
epic movies, or in countless pictures from 
Sunday School lessons.  

But the artist, however deliberately or 
accidentally, has captured a side of the 
Redeemer that we often forget about. 
This is Jesus, our close friend. The one 
who loves so much that he has to hug us 
and hold us close. Who loves us so much 
it brings a smile to God’s face. 

How often we forget about such happi-
ness. When we picture Jesus in our minds 
(and in our books) we picture him as the 
man suffering for our sins. Or we picture 
him as the dour and wise teacher. Or as 
the sober leader of the Apostles. Or as 
the willful challenger to Rome and to the 
Pharisees.   

The Gospel writers are not biographers. 
The stories that have been passed down 
from them tell us about how Jesus was 
the Son of God and the Messiah who had 
been prophesied. It is a wonderful and 
awe-inspiring set of stories that they 
share. But almost ninety percent of Je-
sus’ life remains unknown to us.  

The story of Lazarus and that famously 
brief Bible verse – “Jesus wept” –  show 
us a glimpse of Jesus as the devoted 
friend, but only in sadness. How joyous 
must such a friendship have been in good 
times.  

And it is important that we think of Jesus 
as a personal friend. Maybe even more 
important than that we think of Him as 
the Lord of all mankind. It is important 
that we know, “Jesus died for me,” more 
than we know, “Jesus died for every-
one.” It is so important, that our entire 
Methodist movement was born the Mo-
ment that John Wesley felt that he finally 
understood this.  

To fully understand Jesus’ sacrifice, we 
must understand that it was an act of 
love. And to understand it as an act of 
love, we must feel to the core of our 
heart that Jesus is our closest and most 
devoted friend. We sometimes say, to 
describe someone we care about, “I’d 
take a bullet for you.” Jesus so loved 
you, that he took a cross for you. 

So I will continue to know Christ as the 
Lord-of-All, and as Son-of-God. I will re-
vere His words and study His lessons. 
And I will Honor His name and His image 
as God-with-us. But alongside that, I will 
keep a silly souvenir;  that cheap little 
card. A very earthly reminder that Jesus 
is my loving friend, and close ally. As the 
one man who knows my flaws and loves 
me despite all of them. As someone who 
will always greet me with open arms and 
big hug, and who I know is as glad to see 
me every day as I will be glad to see him 
on the day only God knows.   

 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge, lay leader 

From the Lay Leader… 
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June 4 John Strawbridge 
June 11 Sefi Abedoh 
June 18  John Strawbridge 
June 25 Mike Rouse 

July 2 Lenore Baier 
July 9 Carol Curtis 
July 16  Linda Webb 
July 23 Eleanor Packard 
July 30 Lee Enos 

Aug 6 Sarah Scribner 
Aug 13 Cathy Dryden 
Aug 20  Craig Smith 
Aug 27 Sefi Abedoh 

Sept 3 John Strawbridge 
Sept 10 Mike Rouse 
Sept 17  Lenore Baier 
Sept 24 Carol Curtis 

Upper Falls Retirement 
Activities Club (UFRAC) 

Wesley Freedom UMC  

Anne Arundel Community College 

Women on Wednesdays  
Bible Study Group 

Linden Linthicum UMC 

 

June 4 
 Day of Pentecost  
 Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
(UMH 826) 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 7:37-39 

June 11 
 1st Sunday After Pentecost  
 Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

June 18  
 2nd Sunday After Pentecost  
Genesis 18:1-15 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (UMH 837 
Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

June 25 
 3rd Sunday After Pentecost  
Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 

June 4 Thanks to Rev. Roberta Scoville 

June 11  In Honor of Fuller & Patricia Strawbridge, 
 For their Anniversary by their Children 

June 18   In Honor & Memory of All Fathers 
 By Lenore Baier and Julia Henslee 

June 25 In Honor of June Birthdays 
 Harry McCloskey, Carol Curtis, Sasha Bailey,  
 Liam Hines, Betsey Fisk & Shirley Reckley 

June 4 
Linda Webb 

June 11  
Aimee & Ken Delaney 

June 18  
Elizabeth, Sean, Liam & Owen Hines 

June 25  
 Dennis & Angie Ferguson 

Dolores Shaw has been the head tour guide for Love-
ly Lane and the Museum for more than 50 years! For 
so many of our tour groups, Dolores is the voice of 
Lovely Lane, and her memories and way of telling 
those stories are uniquely her own. 

Jack Olaughlin has worked with Dolores to capture 
her tour on video, and to turn it into a DVD presenta-
tion. If you would like to own copy of this special liv-
ing history for yourself, it can be ordered through the 
church office, for a $20 donation to the Lovely Lane 
Restoration Fund.  

Contact the church office at 410-889-1512 or LovelyLane.BCS@gmail.com  

 

Congratulations to Leticia Enos, 
who graduated from the  
University of Baltimore  

on May 24th!  
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Recently, we came across a “Five Minute Appeal” written by Robert Shaw. He may have been chairman of 
the Administrative Board, but to most he will be remembered as “Bobby”, Dolores and Wilton’s son, who 
sang in the choir and who loved this place. Although Bobby is no longer with us, his words are striking in that 
they could have been written today. Read what he says below about Lovely Lane, and the spirit that endures 
even through the changing of members, church leaders and pastors. The Council of Bishops would like us to 
be a Spirit-led church. At Lovely Lane, we are blessed to be Spirit-though-and-through. 

 
 

† † † 
 
 

   When asked to address this distinguished body and elaborate on “Why it is important for us to 

pledge and support the Operating Budget of Lovely Lane,” I had to look back a few years and ask 

myself “Why did I become a member in the first place?” 

   I remember, as a very young child (no higher than the communion rail) being taken to many of the 

evening functions that were held in this magnificent building – how everything seemed so much 

larger than life; the massive tower so solid and strong, the wide curved staircase leading to places 

unknown, the grandfather’s clock with a soul of its own, and yes, the beautiful sanctuary with the 

sky inside. 

   At that age, that time of being curious and inquisitive, the impressions made upon my life when 

visiting Lovely Lane were important and lasting ones. There was a warmth in this building, a special 

feeling that I did not understand, but a feeling that would last and has not faded. Yes, I think you 

would all agree that there is a certain magic about the building that seems to mystify many who en-

ter through these doors. It was, however, something else, something other than the stone and 

glass that beckoned me to keep returning and to eventually transfer my membership here. 

   It was the congregation. It was all of you. You are the ones that have conveyed a feeling of 

warmth and special friendship. You’ve been doing it for years. Many of the faces have changed, 

some have moved or passed on; new members have joined us or returned. But the spirit has not 

changed. You are gracious hosts to all. That is what makes unique. 

   How sad it would be for all of us and all who have been touched by you if Lovely Lane ceased to 

exist. Yes, the Restoration is important, not only to us in particular, but to United Methodism in gen-

eral; but the on-going life if this congregation is of supreme importance. 

   When you consider your annual pledge this year, remember that in supporting the Operating 

Budget you are helping greatly in making this place more secure for now and for the future. 

   Remember that little boy and all the children of God that you have helped to feel welcome. Keep 

the doors of Lovely Lane open to those in need. This will ensure that the true spirit of Christianity 

that you all so aptly display will remain here forever. 

 

Robert W. Shaw 
November 3, 1985  
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Beloved Saints of Lovely Lane,    
 

I am so honored to be appointed as pastor of Lovely Lane United Methodist Church.  When District Superintendent 
Ed DeLong called to inform me that the Bishop and Cabinet had discerned that I should be appointed to Lovely 
Lane, I was filled with great joy.  That joy has been growing with each day as I prepare to begin my ministry with 
you on July 1st.   
 

Methodism is in my blood.  My parents began their relationship at a cake walk at their Methodist Church in the Po-
cono mountains.  After they married, my mother was a Sunday School teacher in that congregation and my father 
stoked the wood and coal fires to provide heat for the church in the winter months.  I am the fourth of five children 
in our family and the only girl.  My father worked for a major construction and engineering firm, and consequently 
our family of seven (plus a dog) moved often, but wherever we relocated we would find a Methodist (and later a 
United Methodist) church of which we could be a part.  If they were alive, my parents would be very proud that 
their daughter would be privileged to serve as pastor of the mother church of American Methodism. 
 

I share this piece of personal history because in a few short weeks my history and your history converge to begin a 
new chapter in the story of Lovely Lane.  The history of Lovely Lane provides the background from which God will 
help us draw strength and wisdom as we meet the very present challenges in our time and create the future possi-
bilities for the next generations who will call Lovely Lane their home church.  As we serve Christ together we will 
endeavor to preserve our past, embrace our present, and enhance our future.   
 

From the Prayer Vine, I know that you have been praying for me and rest assured that I have been praying for you.  
Let us continue to pray without ceasing for our work together is holy work that requires God’s guidance and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  May our prayers also lead us to a unity of spirit and purpose for just as Jesus prayed for 
his first and future disciples “that they may all be one” (John 17:21) may we be one in Christ’s service.   
 

 Sharing your joy in Jesus,  

 Pastor Patricia  

From the Pastor’s Desk  

United Methodist Communications and the General 
Commission on Archives and History have put together 
a fun on-line quiz about some of the people and places 
(and hymns!) that have helped to form our United 
Methodist Church. Go to the website address below 
and test your knowledge. See if you can make John 
Wesley nod "Yes" at your answer.  

On June 17th, the Strawbridge Shrine Association will 
celebrate it's 80th Birthday. That day is also the 2nd 
annual Colonial Day. Craftspeople will be on hand to 
demonstrate period crafts. The historic buildings 
where Methodism was first established in America will 
be open for tours. And fresh-grilled chick and fish 
lunches will be for sale. Admission is free. Visit 
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org for details and map.  

Young Audiences, the nation’s largest arts education 
network, began in Baltimore in 1950. They are devoted 
to enriching the lives and education of Maryland’s 
youth through educational and culturally-diverse arts 
programs. 
The Baltimore Affiliate has made a request to the Love-
ly Lane congregation for volunteers to assist in prepar-
ing public school classrooms for the Summer Arts & 
Learning Academy, which teaches reading math and 
arts to nearly 1,000 students at 4 sites around the city. 
Volunteers are needed on June 29th from 10am - 1pm, 
or from 1pm - 4pm.If you are available, please add you 
name to the list by contacting the church office at 410-
889-1512 or LovelyLane.BCS@gmail.com   

On Sunday, July 2nd, Rev. Dr. Patricia Sebring will lead 
her first worship service as a newly appointed pastor 
to the Lovely Lane congregation. Even though it is a 
time of travel and Independence Day celebrations, we 
encourage all members, friends and family to join with 
us that day to greet Pastor Patricia and to welcome her 
into our family.  
Following the service, we will have a special Social 
Hour to spend some time with Pastor Patricia. This will 
be held in Lovely Lane Hall. The following week, July 
9th, we will begin having lemonade on the East Portico 
after worship - our summer tradition.  



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through 
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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Every Sunday 

Worship Service, Sanctuary, 11 am 
Fellowship Hour, LL Hall, noon 
Guided Tour, noon 

Every Wednesday 

Balt. Folk Music Society Dance, LL Hall, 8 pm 

Every Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, LL Hall, 8 am 

 

Saturday, June 3 

Church Work Day, 9 am 

Tuesday, June 6 

BLS 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony Practice,  
LL Hall, 11 am 

Wednesday, June 7 

BLS 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony, 9 am 

Thursday, June 8 

BLS Lower School Awards & 5th Grade Moving up 
Ceremony, LL Hall, 12 noon 

Saturday, June 10 

Emmanuel UMC Tour, 10 am 
St. Mary’s Seminary Class, Museum, 11:30 am 

Wednesday, June 14 

Charles Street Development Corporation Meeting,  
LL Hall, 7 am 

Friday, June 16 

St. Paul’s UMC Tour, LL Hall, 12:30 pm 

Saturday, June 17 

Colonial Day, Strawbridge Shrine, 10 am 
Wedding Reception, LL Hall, 12 noon 

Tuesday, June 20 

Charles Wesley Singers Tour & Lunch, 10 am 

Wednesday, June 21 

Arts in Sacred Places Survey, 10 am 

Thursday, June 22 

Frazer UMC Tour, 10:30 am 

Saturday, June 24 

MD Green Party Assembly, LL Hall, 10 am 

Sunday, June 25 

Fellowship Hour: Farewell to Rev. Dr. Roberta Scoville,  
LL Hall, 12 noon 

Tuesday, June 27 

Leimenstoll Tour, 11 am 

Sunday, July 2 

Worship Service, Sanctuary, 10 am 
Fellowship Hour: Welcome Rev. Dr. Patricia Sebring,  
LL Hall, 11 am 


