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To the Saints at Lovely Lane UMC Grace and peace from God our father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost who
guides and empowers us all.
This is a hard letter for me to write. I had hoped for more time, more sharing, more growing together. Yet as I look back over the past 21 months, I am filled mostly with gratitude,
not with sorrow. Certainly, I had envisaged more, yet I have been richly blessed by what
time we’ve had together. You are a congregation filled with seekers after God. The events,
opportunities to witness and serve, and people of Lovely Lane have been and will continue
to be part of my own journey toward home, and I will continue to thank God for you all in
my prayers.

Phone

It is dangerous to share specific memories, because I will be required to select only a few of
the hundreds and thousands I cherish, and some will feel left out, but with your graceful
permission, please allow me to share just a few:
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I will never forget Lena’s girls at Mt. Olivet making a worm community while we hacked
at brush, gathered trash, cut down ivy, dug out buried grave markers and lot boundaries.
What a joy to experience so much zest for life in a cemetery!
 I was blessed to be welcomed into the homes and lives of so many great saints here, and
while I neglect almost all, I would still call out Dolores, whose singing, stories, laughter,
and tears will always be with me.
 Among so very many great events I have been privileged to participate in here at Lovely
Lane, I will call out two that stand out most strongly. Marveling with John and Jack at a
wedding that started 35 minutes late with 35 and ended 2 hours later with 350+ in attendance – and hosting the KME’s first American Annual Conference and being able to
give their newly elected bishop a copy of the ordination of Asbury etching as a gift will
stick with me.
 Being a Tour Guide has also been remarkably rewarding for me – the enthusiasm and
interest of people from Hong Kong, Ellicott City, and Arkansas as they encounter the
stories and lessons of their own history here at Lovely Lane will never leave me.
While this list could go on a great deal longer, I am certain that you would prefer that it
doesn’t. So one last – perhaps the greatest of all – worship at Lovely Lane has been a joy. I
will offer the words of my oldest son, who has had the misfortune to hear almost every sermon I have ever given, “when you worship here, you feel that you have really done something.” Amen.
May your lives continue to be a blessing to all who come here to worship, learn, explore, and
work. May the light of Christ continue to shine in and through you, individually and collectively, and may God bless your ministry and witness to Baltimore and the world for centuries to come.

In gratitude Pastor Travis
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OPEN DOORS
Linda Webb
Lynn & Douglas Smarte
Jan & William Dickerson
United Methodist Homes
Charles Kilmon

April 16
The Tower is Lighted
in Honor of
My Fabulous Family
By Betsy Fisk

April 2
April 9
April 16
April 23
April 30

April 2
April 9
April 16
April 23
April 30

Cathy Dryden
Mike Rouse
Lenore Baier
Carol Curtis
Linda Webb

April 2
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130 (UMH 848)
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

April 9
April 2
Aimee & Ken Delaney
April 9
Carrie Harnick & Anna Diller
April 16
Carol Curtis & John Hutchinson
April 23
Linda Webb
April 30
Cathy Dryden & Robert Furbay

In Honor of John Hutchinson, for his Birthday
By Carol Curtis
In Memory of Daniel B. Curtis
By Carol Curtis
Easter Lilies
Easter Lilies
In Memory of my husband, George Fisk
By Betsy Fisk

Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764)
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27 or
Matthew 27:11-54

April 13

Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 14
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22 (UMH 752)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

April 16

Easter Sunday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22 (UMH 752)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

April 23
Friday, April 21st - 7:00 PM FREE!
(Free will donation will be accepted)
Including music by European & American
masters; J. S. Bach, Buxtehude, Langlais,
Messiaen. Plus music by masterful contemporary composers.
Benjamin Teague is from Newport, South
Wales. Ben studies organ in Llandaff Cathedral with David Geoffrey Thomas, and
holds positions at both St. Teilo's Church
and St. Michael's College, Llandaff. Ben has
performed several recitals across the United
Kingdom.

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16 (UMH 748)
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 30

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837)
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
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Baltimore

United Methodist Church
City Station

April 1, 2017

Hello Lovely Lane Members, Friends and Family,
We have some important news to share with you about a change coming to Lovely Lane.
Pastor Knoll has served this congregation faithfully since coming in July 2015. This year, Bishop
Easterling and her cabinet have decided that his gifts will need to serve another congregation, and
he will be receiving a new appointment to another church in July of this year. In preparation for
that, Pastor Knoll will be taking a Sabbath leave beginning April 1st. In his many years of service,
this is his first opportunity to take this time for personal spiritual work, and we wish him God's
blessing as he and his family prepare for his next appointment.
Lovely Lane will be welcoming a new pastor on July 1st. Sometime before that date, we will be
notified by our District Superintendent who that new pastor will be.
In the meantime, we are pleased that Rev. Roberta Scoville will be serving as interim Pastor for
Lovely Lane. Rev. Scoville will join us on Sunday, April 2nd as preacher, and continue as our
Sunday morning worship leader until our next full-time pastor begins on July 1st. For pastoral
needs such as hospitalization, family needs or loss, please contact John Strawbridge, and he will
work with our District Superintendent to provide ministerial care.
Change can be difficult. And it is often easier to stay with the familiar... the comfortable. But
change gives us the opportunity to examine whether we are traveling our own path, or following
God's path for us. Let us look on this time of change, as a chance to listen for God's voice, and to
be sure that when we go onward, we can say, “We go now to be God's people.”
Yours in faith,
John Strawbridge
LAY LEADER
Rev. Travis Knoll
PASTOR

2200 Saint Paul Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

LovelyLane.net

410-889-1512
LovelyLane.BCS@gmail.com
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OPEN MINDS
From the Lay Leader…
There is a centuries old proverb that begins this way:
For want of a nail...
Now, to understand this, you have to understand an oldfashioned way of putting things. To say "For want of a nail..."
means, "Because a nail was missing..." Got it? Good. So the
whole proverb goes like this:
For want of a nail the shoe was lost.
For want of a shoe the horse was lost.
For want of a horse the rider was lost.
For want of a rider the message was lost.
For want of a message the battle was lost.
For want of a battle the kingdom was lost.
This is a poetic way to describe how small things are connect
to big things. For the pessimist, it means, "Even a small mistake can ruin everything." For the optimist, it means, "Every
part has a role to play in the success of the mission."
One small part that contributed to the success of my Christian education, was a Sunday School teacher who taught a
lesson titled, "Could Jesus have been drowned for our sins?"
It was an attention-grabbing way to teach us about the important of the blood sacrifice to the Jewish people of Christ's
time. Going back to God's rejection of Cain's sacrifice, blood
had been a crucial element in sacrifice. God makes this clear
in Leviticus 17:11: "For the life of the flesh is in the blood;
and I have given it to you for making atonement." And so the
fact that Jesus was sacrificed in a way that drew blood had
great meaning. Many scholars believe that most people who
were crucified were tied to their cross. But Jesus, we know,
was nailed to his. The nails being the things which drew
blood and made the sacrifice an act of atonement.

So for want of a nail, the message would have been lost.
But what does Jesus's blood sacrifice mean? It means, of
course, that Christ dies for each and every one of us - that we
may not have to suffer death without eternal life in the God's
Kingdom. That means those nails represent us; you and me.
We are why Christ was bound to the cross. We are the things
which caused Christ to bleed.
So do we look at this story as pessimists, and say "We are
why Christ suffered on the cross?" No. As Christians, we take
the optimists' view, and say "We are why the Kingdom was
saved!"
For the presence of a nail...
Our church has a message to deliver. That message will win
the battle, and that battle will win the Kingdom of Heaven.
Every nail is needed. Every nail is vital. Your church, in the
days to come, depends on you to be present to play the part
that God has determined for you in the ride that we are on.
You are needed for the message to be delivered. You are
needed to do God's work here on earth.
When we dine together on Maundy Thursday, you will see
some nails laid out on the table before you. Pick one up.
Consider the part it played in the sacrifice of Jesus for our
sins and failures. See yourself in that nail, and consider the
part you play in holding together the mission of the church.
Don't let it be, "For want of me..."
Peace,
John Strawbridge
LAY LEADER

As Christians, we recognize the observances of Holy Week as the most important time of year for us to acknowledge all that
God has done for us, and to prepare ourselves to celebrate the Good News of Salvation through the risen Christ. Please plan
to gather for these services:
Palm Sunday begins at 10:30 AM as we gather on the East Portico with clergy and members of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
for the Blessing of the Palms, followed by the neighborhood procession. The morning continues at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary with a Worship Service led by Rev. Roberta Scoville.
Maundy Thursday – Our traditional Pot Luck Supper will begin at 6:30 PM in Lovely Lane Hall, and will include a brief
time of devotion and communion offered by Rev. Brannan. Please see the insert in this news bulletin, and let us know that
you will be attending this special time of fellowship!
Good Friday – Worship Service at 12:00 NOON at Lovely Lane featuring readings of the Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ.
Worship Service at 7:30 PM at St. Mark’s Lutheran (1900 St. Paul Street), Rev. Nancy Nedwell preaching.
Easter Sunrise Service will be in the sanctuary at 6:30 AM. The Festal Service of Easter will be celebrated at 11:00 AM in
the sanctuary, Rev. Scoville preaching. Social hour follows at 12:00 NOON (and who knows, there may be eggs hidden, and
an appearance by someone with long floppy ears...)
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OUR MISSION: To celebr ate th e visio n of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Thank you for prompt delivery!

Every Sunday
Worship Service, Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship Hour, LL Hall, noon
Guided Tour, Noon
Every Wednesday
Balt. Folk Music Society Dance, LL Hall, 8 pm
Every Saturday
Seidel Martial Arts, LL Hall, 8 am
Saturday, April 1
Church Work Day, Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 9 am
Greater Heights UMC (Clayton, NC) Tour, 10 am
Wesley UMC (Hampstead, MD) Tour, 10 am
Sunday, April 2
Hopeland UMC Overnight Departs
Grace UMC (Hummelstown, PA) Tour, noon
Church Council Meeting, LL Hall, 12:30 pm
Friday, April 7
Monuments to Heaven Author Group Tour, 2 pm
Sunday, April 9
Blessing of the Palms, East Portico, 10:30 am
Palm Sunday Worship Service, 11 am
Thursday, April 13
Maundy Thursday Potluck Supper & Communion,
LL Hall, 6:30 pm
Mosaic Staff Enrichment Exercises, Gym, 10 am

Friday, April 14
Good Friday Worship Service, Sanctuary, noon
Good Friday Worship Service,
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 16
Easter Sunrise Worship Service, Sanctuary, 6:30 am
Festal Service of Easter, Sanctuary, 11 am
Tuesday, April 18
Finance Committee Meeting, Library, 6 pm
Wednesday, April 19
Trustees Meeting, Library, 7 pm
Friday, April 21
Benjamin Teague Organ Recital, Sanctuary, 7 pm
Saturday, April 22
Baltimore Tai Chi Class, Gym, 9 am
Monday, April 24
Spanish Culture Club with Cooking,
Kitchen, 3:30 pm

