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Grace and peace, brothers and sisters—
May the peace of Christ, the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, and the love of God the Father be
ever more real in our lives. What shall we consider today?
How about something from the world of
philosophy—I took a class in college in which
the entire point of the class was to debunk rational constructionism. This is perhaps a bit
technical, but rational constructionism boils
down to the idea that we can reason our way to
an impartial and “true” picture of reality. Sadly,
it isn’t so. I wish that it were, though if so, we
would know for certain whether or not God
exists, and faith wouldn’t exist. Perhaps as a
consequence of the fall, we do not have direct
access to reality even in our own experience.
From the courts we know that different people
experience the very same event in different ways
and with different memories. Emanuel Kant
spoke about this as the subjective/objective barrier. We filter everything that comes in based
upon our expectations and experiences—to the
point that we simply DO NOT SEE what is
actually before us. We see and experience only
what we are prepared beforehand to interpret
and understand—and if we experience things
that will not fit into our worldview, we will not
even be able to hold that memory or even retain
the experience in an accurate or impartial way.
We say “I will believe it when I see it.” but
the fact is that we often cannot see it until we
allow for the possibility of its existence beforehand. Within our brains there is a region that
can only be described as our “awe” center. Directly stimulate this section of the brain and we
will experience transcendence. The most interesting thing about this discovery was that different people experience transcendence in a variety
of ways. Roman Catholics tend to experience
this stimulation as a visitation by Jesus, a saint or
Mary. Atheists experience “oneness with the
universe”. Buddhists as a moment of enlightenment. All caused by electrons stimulating a particular portion of our brain. Does this mean that
we must live in perpetual doubt about our world
and even our own experiences? How can a pastor redeem this to make this a valuable lesson?

Why would we go here?
Life is lived on a “the best we know how”
level. I stand in the pulpit every Sunday knowing that my experience is not only not universal,
it may not even really correspond to reality-as-itis. How then to speak at all? Certainly one must
speak, think, act, and choose with an awareness
of our own ignorance. I not only don’t really
understand your experience, but I don’t really
even understand my own. The world that we
live in is inherently disconnected, and we are at a
deeply fundamental level isolated and alone because we do not see each other or even ourselves
accurately. This is true no matter what we believe. Shall we then collapse into agnosticism
and give up hope of living real and meaningful
lives? No. Jesus came (John 10:10) that we may
have life. We have evidence and we can test
beliefs, up to a point. We cannot find “the
TRUTH” but we can seek it with various levels
of faithfulness. Not knowing for sure does not
mean we cannot choose what to believe and act
“AS IF”. In fact, we have no meaningful choice
if we are not to simply lay down and die—if we
cannot know, we must yet choose the best we
can find.
For me, the best I have found so far is life in
Jesus—life with hope, purpose, calling, and
meaning in that story, that experience, that perspective. Does that mean I believe all others are
wrong? How could I possibly know that? I will
say that other ways I have travelled have been
less effective for me. Choose for yourself—but
as for me (and my house?) we will serve the
Lord. I invite you to travel this road with me—
if it works for you, halleluiah! If not, I will pray
that you find a road that works better, and hope
that we can part as friends.
Godspeed, my friends,

—Pastor Travis
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Korean Church Tour
In Honor of
John Strawbridge
By The Abendroth Family

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

Sarah Scribner
Cathy Dryden
Craig Smith
Sefi Abedoh

March 1

Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785)
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 5

The Tower is Lighted
in Honor of
Nancy Brannan
for her birthday
By Laura & Louis
Coleman

March 5
Marisa, Johnny & Daria Olszewski
March 12
Jackie Noller & Betsy Fisk
March 19
The Knoll Family
March 26
The Abedoh & Enos Family

First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32 (UMH 766)
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

March 12

Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121 (UMH 844)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

March 19

March 5

In Honor of Louis Coleman, for his birthday
By Laura & Jack Coleman
In Honor of John Strawbridge by the Lovely Lane Congregation
March 12 In Memory of Virginia Lucas
By her Daughters
In Honor of Bill Murphy
By the Lovely Lane Congregation
March 19 In Memory of Our Parents,
Harry & Mary Hodge and Dan & Irene Lichtenstein
By Maxine & Duncan Hodge
March 26 In Memory of Ken Crumpler
By Nancy & Emora Brannan

Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 85 (UMH 814)
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

March 26

Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

The Right Question: In an interview with Tony Morgan, Pastor Stephen DeFur of Cokesbury United Methodist Church in
Knoxville, Tennessee, tells about the questions his church asks, beyond attendance and financial issues, in order to monitor
vitality. Questions related to "life changes by participants" are below.
Are we seeing tangible evidence of people finding freedom in Jesus? Are marriages being restored?
Are people finding freedom from addiction? Are parents having deeper conversations with their kids?
Are we hearing stories of people finding courage to live their faith at work or school?
These are great questions. If we have anyone in our congregation who has experienced new life and growth in their spiritual
walk in these or other ways, please consider submitting a testimony to the church office for inclusion in a subsequent newsletter.
Also, if anyone is interested in receiving this Leading Ideas newsletter electronically, please let Pastor Travis know.
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OPEN MINDS
From the Lay Leader…
I don’t care what the calendar or the astronomers say – for me,
March means one thing; the beginning of spring. I know that the
vernal equinox and even a certain groundhog say that winter is with
us for another three weeks. But on March 1st, my mind says,
“Spring!”
And what word follows “spring...” Forward? Break? Planting? How
about “cleaning?”
At Lovely Lane, we are definitely into the mode of spring cleaning.
Our list for the upcoming work days include items like “clean out
chapel alcove,” “clean out back office,” “clean out tower,” and
“clean up at Mt. Olivet.”
What is it about spring that makes cleaning a tradition? It’s the perfect time of year for goofing off. Mild weather. Sunny days. Fresh
air. Yet for generations, spring has been the time to get to work and
shake out the rugs and empty out the closets.
Spring is a time of spiritual cleaning out as well. Lent (which comes
from the old word “lencten” and means “spring”) begins this year
on March 1st. It is popularly thought of as a time of “giving things
up.” Even if we do not engage in this custom, the Lenten season is
a time when we prepare for Easter with a “spring cleaning” of the
soul. In memory of Christ’s forty days in the wilderness, we enter
into a time of repentance. We are meant to look back at the negative thoughts, ill-feelings and selfish actions which have cluttered
our lives over the past year, and to clean house. To rid ourselves of
our willful sin.
But to what purpose?

Lovely Lane as a church is a congregation that knows the value of
Old Things in a way which is more tangible and close to us than
many other churches enjoy. But this also means we know how to
focus on the difference between valuable artifacts, and accumulated
junk. We hold fast to those things which inform us and give us
foundation. We let go of those things which just take up space.
Why? We have a large building with lots of space. Why do we need
to make more room?
We are cleaning out rooms and clearing out junk so that we may
make our building available for ministry. We have plans for how
our building may be a blessing to our mission and to our community, and that vision needs clear ground to grow. A place to welcome
folks in. We must give up some things to prepare ourselves to receive what comes next.
As Lent gives way to Easter, this is what Christ is asking us to do in
our personal lives as well. If our hearts and minds are filled with old
resentments and grudges, we will not have room to invite others
in… to let Christ in.
As Jesus was preparing his followers for the sacrifice that was to
come, he washed their feet. Of all the stories and miracles that fill
the bible, is there any image more powerful than this? That the son
of God kneels before us, and cleanses us. God offers “spring cleaning”—lencten—not as a requirement, but as a gift.
God has plans for us, and He gives us this time to clear the way.
To make ourselves open vessels. To be able to receive the gifts He
has waiting for us… for you. We dig the furrows now, so that we
can plant the seeds that will bear the promised fruit.
Peace,

John Strawbridge,
LAY LEADER

Recently our new Bishop (center) & cabinet spent the day at
Manna House serving breakfast to 200+ hungry people in the
city of Baltimore. This was fulfilling their commitment to become a part of the Manna House Breakfast club, which includes
a $500 donation to cover the costs and a team to serve.
It is good to see that our bishop is making a difference in our
community. Thank you Bishop and cabinet!
If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a part of
the breakfast club, contact Manna House at (410) 889-3001 during regular office hours.

We have two jobs in need of someone with basic sewing
skills. One of the curtains on our stage in the fellowship
hall is coming apart at the seam, and needs to be sewn back
together. We also need a new draft stopper to place along
the bottom of the sanctuary double-doors to help keep the
winter chill out. If you can help with either of these projects, please contact Pastor Knoll, John Strawbridge, or the
church office.

This particular month, the first Saturday of April is the 1st
(really). So our regularly scheduled Work Day will be on
April 1st from 9-12 (not kidding). This work day will be at
Mt. Olivet, so bring work gloves, rakes, clippers and other
outdoor tools (not a joke). We will be joined for this work
day by the confirmation class from Fallston UMC. Join us
for a day outdoors sprucing and spring cleaning our historic
cemetery. -Travis

March 1 is Ash Wednesday, and we, together with Christians worldwide, will be entering a season of preparation for the
awesome power of Easter resurrection. As in years past, we will join with St. Mark’s Lutheran to celebrate this season. They
will have a 12 noon service which all are welcome to attend, and a 6:30 pm service at which I will preach and we will jointly
receive both ashes and share at the communion table. Recall that Pastor Dale has retired, so we are working with the interim
staff to coordinate our efforts in harmony with our past experiences. I hope that you can join us for this service.
Looking ahead, we will be coordinating with the staff at St. Marks for Palm Sunday celebrations and holy week services.
Traditionally we have celebrated Palm Sunday (April 9 this year) with a palm processional preceding our separate worship
services at 11 am. Holy Thursday (4/13) services have been separate, with us holding a pot-luck supper and communion,
while Good Friday’s (4/14) have involved a noon service at Lovely Lane and an evening service at St. Marks. We will start
from this base but need to be somewhat flexible with the interim leadership team at St. Marks at this time.
We will celebrate Easter (4/16) with two services, Sunrise and our traditional 11 am, as per our usual pattern.

Our Easter Altar

We invite members and friends of Lovely Lane to help decorate the altar with traditional Easter
plants in honor of our risen Savior. Please submit your listing using this form, calling the church
office (410-889-1512) or emailing at lovely.lane.bcs@gmail.com . The cost of a plant is $8.00.

To meet printing deadlines for bulletin and newsletter listings, please get this information
to the church office by Monday, March 20th.
Please indicate if you would like to be listed as the donor:

□ No, do not list

□ Yes, please list as: “by __________________________________________”

In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
In □ honor/□ memory of: ______________________________________________________
I am giving ________ plants at $8.00 per plant, for a total of $________.
Additionally, I would like to contribute $________ toward additional plants.
Signature:______________________________ Phone: _________________ Total Enclosed: $________
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Thank you for prompt delivery!

Every Sunday
Sunday School, Pastor’s Study, 9:45 am
Worship Service, Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, LL Hall, noon
Every Wednesday
Balt. Folk Music Society Dance, LL Hall, 8 pm
Every Saturday
Seidel Martial Arts, LL Hall, 8 am
Ash Wednesday, March 1
Worship Service, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, noon
Worship Service, Lovely Lane Sanctuary, 6:30 pm
Saturday, March 4
Church Work Day, 9 am
Georgetown University Alternative Break
program overnight arrives
Sunday, March 5
Assumption College, Penn State and College of William
& Mary Alternative Break programs overnight arrive
Friday, March 10
College of William & Mary Overnight Departs
Saturday, March 11
Assumption College, Penn State & Georgetown University
Overnight Departs
Ohio State & University of Louisville Overnight Arrives

Saturday, March 11 (continued)
Aldersgate York UMC Tour, 10 am
Friday, March 17
University of Louisville Overnight Departs
Saturday, March 18
Ohio State University Departs
UMCP Overnight Arrives
Sunday, March 19
UMBC Overnight Arrives
Wednesday, March 22
BLS Middle School Talent Show, LL Hall, 9 am
Friday, March 24
UMBC Overnight Departs
Saturday, March 25
UMCP Overnight Departs
Monday, March 27
Spanish Culture Club with Cooking,
Kitchen, 3:30 pm
Tuesday, March 28
CVCBD Meeting, LL Hall, 6 pm
Friday, March 31
Hopeland UMC Overnight Arrives

