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Happy New Year! 

On November 20th we celebrated Christ 
the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the li-
turgical year, followed on November 27th 
with the First Sunday of Advent, the first 
Sunday of the next liturgical year.  Year-
ends are times to look back and look for-
ward.   

A great deal of wonderful fit into the last 
liturgical year for us in Baltimore and more 
particularly at Lovely Lane.  We welcomed 
50+ confirmation classes, about 50 Sunday 
after-worship groups, about 40 other groups 
from around the world, and perhaps 30 oth-
er drop in small groups for the full tour, 
including our heritage of faith.  Along the 
way we welcomed perhaps 200 for the 
200th commemoration of Francis Asbury’s 
death, 4-500 architects and other interested 
parties for a presentation coordinated by 
Kelly Cross and the OGCA, 125 guests for 
Open Doors Baltimore, probably about 500 
for the Rhythm festival, about 150 for two 
horn/woodwind concerts this fall, about 
350 Korean pastors at the first KME annual 
conference of the Americas, and about 30 
for a 6 week Summer Arts Camp.  Meetings 
of various community groups, clubs, and of 
course the BFMS continue, along with serv-
ing as the Lab School gym, occasional kitch-
en, and presentation/meeting space as need-
ed.  This has been a busy place. 

Of course, this incomplete list misses the 
most important activities of all here at Love-
ly Lane.  Christians in community do many 
things, have meetings, study sessions, work 

days, and events, but most of all we worship 
God.  For 129 years and counting in this 5th 
building of the Lovely Lane congregation 
we have worshipped God on almost every 
Sunday (other than Saturday night 3’+ 
snows!) and other special occasions.  Our 
SPRC got it right with their first goal for 
2016: Increase attendance at Sunday Wor-
ship services, while maintaining a diverse 
congregation and providing an engaging 
worship experience.   

In 2016 we lost a few members to death, 
some to moves out of state, and some to a 
calling elsewhere.  We also, at our Heritage 
Sunday service, worshipped with 8 new 
worshippers in regular attendance, most 
from the immediate neighborhood.  Num-
bers matter, but when considering the effec-
tiveness of worship, I am not certain that 
“how many are there” is the most critical 
measure.  I know that I have been blessed in 
the worship at Lovely Lane this past year.  I 
pray that you have as well.  But most of all, I 
pray that our worship has been a blessing to 
the God we love and serve together.  If God 
is truly honored and served by his children 
here, then Lovely Lane will remain a spiritu-
ally vital and life-giving place into the distant 
future.   

May Lovely Lane’s evolving congregation 
over the next year, and many to follow, con-
tinue to worship God in spirit and in truth.   

 
Grace and peace, 
 

 Travis 
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THE TOWER December 2016 

 

Tour Guides 

December 4 Cathy Dryden 
December 11 Craig Smith 
December 18 Sefi Abedoh 
December 25 John Strawbridge 
 

Greeters 

December 4 Cathy Dryden & Dean Uhler 
December 11 Craig Smith & Susan Preston 
December 18 Nancy & Emora Brannan 
December 25 First Arrival 

Robert L. &  E. Anne Seeger 

Marian Griffin & Donna Ernst 

Charles & Nadine Kilmon 

Gloria & Helen Borrello 

 OPEN DOORS 

December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795) 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 11 
    Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801) 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24 
    Christmas Eve 

 

Isaah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 
    Christmas Day 

 

Isaah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

December 31 
    New Year’s Eve 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 
 
 

 

This Advent season we are focusing on images of Jesus in 
the Gospel of John, a devotional guide available in print at 
the office or after worship and online on our webpage.  We 
continue to study “The Story Continues” a study on the 
book of Acts in our Sunday School hour at 9:45 am.  All are 
welcome to join us in either or both of these activities go-
ing forward.   

On Sunday, December 11 at 11 we will have our service of 
lessons and carols, this year perhaps with a baptism.  On 
Saturday December 24 at 6:45 we will have our traditional 
Christmas Eve Service with candles, carols, and Poinsettias 
in full glory.  Then, because Christmas Day is a Sunday, we 
will have a special service at 10 am led by Emora Brannan 
to welcome Christ into our midst.  I hope you can come to 
one or all of these.    

ALTAR FLOWERS AND TOWER LIGHTING 
 

Flowers on the Altar are Given  
in Honor of Maxine Verdier 

and in Memory of Edward Verdier 
By Carol Curtis   

† † † 

The Tower is Lighted in Memory of 
John Neal Packard 
By Eleanor Packard 

*** ITEMS NEEDED FOR MANNA HOUSE *** 

435 E 25TH STREET BALTIMORE PH: 410-889-3001 

{ MEN’S SOCKS, GLOVES & KNIT HATS } 
{ LARGE BAGS OF COFFEE & SUGAR } 

The Drop-In-Center provides services starting with the morning meal from 8:30 
- 10:15 AM every day and continues from 11:30 AM - 4 PM (Monday through Fri-
day). Services include  access to a phone to make important calls, the chance to 
request a bag of clothes, the chance to take a warm shower, food vouchers to a 
local food pantry and assistance with applications for birth certificates or ID's. 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE! 



 

Are you proud of yourself? 

If you’ve ever been asked this question, it was probably in-
tended to make you feel the opposite. Probably someone 
thought you should be ashamed of what you had just done. 
Sort of like, “Well I hope you’re satisfied...” Clearly, the 
speaker doesn’t hope anything of the kind. 

Pride is a complicated thing. Everyone wants to feel pride; in 
themselves, in their team, in their country. A lack of pride 
can lead to all kinds of problems, both personal and social. 

But too much pride can be a problem as well. Arrogance… 
Egotism… Tribalism… Pride can be the thing that divides 
us – or even puts us in opposition to one another. 

So in this season, ask yourself; Are you proud? Are you 
proud of yourself? Are you proud of your country? Are you 
proud to be a Christian? 

“God opposes the proud,  
but gives grace to the humble.” 

This verse, generally attributed to Proverbs 3:34, is quoted 
by both Peter (1Peter 5:5) and James (4:6). It is a theme 
which itself is repeated throughout the bible. It is one of 
those ideas that gives us trouble as practicing Christians. Can 
we live boldly? Can we spread the word confidently? Can we 
stand up for ourselves as children of God and do the things 
Christ asks us to do without a sense of pride? 

This is especially difficult in times of national turmoil and 
unrest. Our instinct is to appeal to our brothers’ and sisters’ 
senses of pride in where we come from and who we can be. 
We wish to preach a message of hope. But isn’t preaching 
itself an act of pride? Doesn’t a leader need to offer a feeling 
of pride as incentive? 

Or is there another way? 

In quoting the proverb, Peter goes on to say this: 

“...you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you 
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you.” (1Peter 5:9b-10) 

This is not an easy message to hear, or to preach, since it 
seems to offer relief only after we are “called to eternal glo-
ry.” But there is something more immediate going on. 

Peter reminds us that our brothers and sisters everywhere 
have suffering as well. Maybe at different times and in differ-
ent measures… but no one is free from suffering. This is a 
very humbling message; that although we should not take 
pride in our achievements, neither should we take pride in 
our suffering. Our personal suffering and sacrifice do not 
make us better or more deserving than our brother or sister. 

This is how we witness and lead humbly. We trust not in our 
success but acknowledge our failing. We humble ourselves 
and lift up each other. 

What does Peter mean when he says that God will 
“strengthen and establish” you? It does not mean that He 
creates you, which He has already done. But it means that he 
will create a firm foundation under you. 

Pride is standing on our own two feet. Pride is standing 
alone. 

Humility is not weakness. It is standing on the firm founda-
tion. Knowing that God is your strength. 

 
Peace, 

John Strawbridge 
LAY LEADER 

 OPEN MINDS 
THE TOWER December 2016 

From the Lay Leader… 

Join us on Sunday, December 11, at 4:30 PM for one of 
The Shrine's most popular events. This Lessons & Carols 
service, held in the authentic re-creation of America's first 
Methodist house of worship, will transport you to a simpler 
and more spiritual time, as we celebrate the coming of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. The preacher is Rev. Douglas 
Tzan - winner of the GCAH Jesse Lee Prize. The historic 
buildings will be open, and following the service there will 
be warm cider and cookies in the Visitors Center. 

You may have noticed that the front doors fit perfectly to-
gether now, with almost no gap at all - this is entirely due to 
the skill and dedication of these two men, who spent a day 
fixing this alignment problem so that we will have doors 
that actually close and open properly.  Take a moment to 
enjoy this job well done and to say thank you to these two 
dedicated workers at Lovely Lane.    



 

 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through 
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
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THE TOWER December 2016 

Every Sunday 

Sunday School, Pastor’s Study, 9:45 am 
Worship Service, Sanctuary, 11 am 
Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, LL Hall, noon 

Every Wednesday 

Balt. Folk Music Society Dance, LL Hall, 8 pm 

Every Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, LL Hall, 8 am 

Every Monday & Wednesday 

Mother Seton Academy Basketball, Gym, 5 pm 

Every Monday & Thursday 

BLS Basketball, Gym, 3:15 pm 

 

Saturday, December 3 

Fairview UMC Tour, 10:30 am 

Sunday, December 4 

Church Council Meeting, 12:30 pm 

Monday, December 5 

BLS Winter Show Rehearsal, LL Hall, TBD 

Tuesday, December 6 

BLS Winter Show Rehearsal, LL Hall, TBD 

Wednesday, December 7 

BLS Winter Show Rehearsal, LL Hall, TBD 
Baltimore City College HS Choir Rehearsal,  
Sanctuary, 11 am 

Thursday, December 8 

BLS Winter Show for Parents, Friends & Family,  
LL Hall, 1 pm 

Friday, December 9 

BLS Winter Show for Faculty & Staff,  
LL Hall, 1 pm 

Saturday, December 10 

Baltimore City College High School Choir,  
Sanctuary, Chapel & LL Hall, 5 pm 

Sunday, December 11 

Lessons & Carols, 11 am 
Candlelight Advent Service, 4:30 pm 
Log Meeting House at the Strawbridge Shrine 

Monday, December 12 

Spanish Culture Club with Cooking,  
Kitchen, 3:30 pm 

Friday, December 23 

By the Spirit Performance  
Sanctuary, 6 pm 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Service  
Sanctuary, 6:45 pm 

Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Day Service  
Sanctuary, 10 am 


