
 

Every Sunday 
Worship,  11 AM 
Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON 

 
Every Wednesday 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  
weekly dances 
 

Every Saturday 
Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM 

 
Every Thursday 

Play Baltimore Dodgeball, 6 PM 
 

Saturday, October 1 
Baltimore Rhythm Festival, 12 PM 

 
Sunday, October 2 

Nominating Committee Meeting 
LL Hall, 12:30 PM 

 
Saturday, October 8 

Quilt Show, LL Hall, 10 AM 
 
Sunday, October 16 

Church Council Meeting, LL Hall, 12:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, October 19 
Newsletter Items Due 

 
Thursday, October 20 

Peace with Justice Seminar: White Privilege, Black Anger 
“The Police Are Not Your Enemy”, St. John’s UMC, 7 PM 

 
Saturday, October 22 

Doors Open Baltimore Tour, 10 AM - 4 PM 
Lovely Lane UMC & other sites in the community  

 
Sunday, October 23 

Nominating Committee Meeting 
LL Hall, 12:30 PM 

 
Saturday, November 5 

Church Work Day, 9 AM 
Charge Conference 2:30 PM 

 
Sunday, November 6 

Homecoming Sunday, Lunch to follow,  
LL Hall, 12 PM 

 
Sunday, November 13 

Talk by Maria Drumm: Iran’s Lost Treasures 
Chapel, 12:30 PM 
 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through 
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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Pastors never know when they are going to get a pop quiz.  This is also true of 
Christians in general, of course, especially as we become outsiders to main-
stream thought and expectations.  People who aren’t like everyone else are sub-
ject to the question - why?  I was recently asked a great question, and I thought 
it might be worthwhile to reflect on it with you today.  The question was: “What 
does it mean to be Methodist?” 
 
This is an interesting question - with as many different answers as there are 
people in the church, surely.  To me, as the pastor of Lovely Lane, I would point 
to our history and heritage - Methodism was born in a renewal and revival move-
ment within the Church of England.  It only became a separate church by an ac-
cident of history.  As such, our emphasis has never been on a particular doctrine 
or interpretation of scripture, either in part or as a whole.  Instead, spiritual vital-
ity, spiritual growth, and the transformation of lives and society have always 
been the goals of the Methodists.  Renewal movements always fear falling back 
into rote patterns of an automatic and dead faith.  John Wesley expressed his 
greatest fear for his followers, “That they would have the form, but not the pow-
er of religion.” 
 
The power of religion is transformation.  Transformed lives, transformed commu-
nities - love in evidence and in action.  That is what religious power is.  Christian-
ity sees people as fallen and sinful on our own, stuck (enslaved) by sin, but 
loved by God regardless.  God’s love serves to offer us a new path - a new way 
to live, and a new way of interacting with each other.  To live transformed and 
transforming lives is the calling of the church to her followers, and the power of 
God in evidence. 
 
Seeking transformation and spiritual life means we “methodically” seek to live 
out our beliefs in the world.  Starting schools, building hospitals, soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, and homes for the aged and orphaned children have been a 
part of our work of personal and societal transformation from the beginning.  
Disaster relief, and preparation for it, is a way of standing ready to love all of 
God’s children in their hour of need.  UMCOR, Africa University, tours celebrating 
our history and heritage to remember who we are, and Sunday School classes 
here at home all have the same goals - to help God’s people be ready to meet 
the challenges of life prepared to love and to serve one another in the strength 
of our living relationship with God. 
 
Are the Methodists the only ones who see the world this way?  Not at all.  Others 
journey along the road with us - but we do perhaps have a unique heritage and 
perspective.   As long as lives and communities are indeed changing and becom-
ing more God-focused, we will not have lost the power of religion, and we will 
continue to be a revival church.   
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 Travis 
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Grace and peace Brothers and Sisters in Christ : 



 

Even an empty church is an expectant thing. Like a 
cat coiled to pounce. Rows of pews line up facing the 
altar, waiting to be filled. The organ is poised to 
make music. The pulpit stands ready. Light still 
streams through stained glass windows. Hymnals and 
bibles remain filled with messages. 

An empty church is not empty, but seems to be filled 
with what scientists call Potential Energy. Power that 
is stored up – waiting to be released. 

Lovely Lane is seldom an empty church. In addition 
to our own church activities, there are tours and 
dances and meetings and concerts and classes… 
There is seldom an entire day that goes by without 
footsteps or voices filling our halls. 

In addition to my own work at Lovely Lane, I am 
privileged to serve on the Board of Trustees for the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference. As such, I am part 
of a group of people who have responsibility for all 
the church buildings in our Conference. 

One of the sad duties that comes with this is having 
to attend to closed churches. Twice in this last 
month, I have had to visit the buildings of congrega-
tions that have ceased to exist. Buildings that are full 
of echos, but empty of the voices that made them. 
There are still pews and pulpits, organs and hymnals. 
But no people. No Preaching. No singing. It is a dis-
turbing experience. There is a mis-match between 
the potential built into the place, and the finality of a 
discharged purpose. 

It calls to mind the words of the hymn: 

The church is not a building,  
The church is not a steeple.  

The church is not a resting place,  
The church is a people. 

It might seem that these words offer comfort – re-
minding us that a church building is just a building. 
But it is that last line that should concern us most: 
“The church is a people”. So what happens when a 
church ceases to be a people? When the building is 
all that is left? 

Buildings can be sold, re-purposed and replaced. At 
Lovely Lane we have replaced our building four 
times. As proud as we are of our current building, we 
know that we are a people above and beyond our 
property. And we know how important it is to commit 
to being a part of that body of people and of support-
ing it. 

Let us be grateful, then, that our building will not 
grow silent, and our seats will not go unfilled. Not 
because it would be a waste of the place, but be-
cause the footsteps and the voices and the filling 
with people are what is important. 

Let us support our people not just with our tithes & 
offerings – though that is important – but with our 
presence and our words. With our thoughts and opin-
ions. With our caring and our love. With our service 
and our faithfulness. Let us overfill our vessel, be-
cause we know that our own cups runneth over with 
gifts from God. 

Lovely Lane is a solid place, made from stones and 
timbers that will stand for a long long time. But like 
any other church, without the people it would blow 
away as easily as a puff of smoke. 

 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge, 
LAY LEADER 
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From the Lay Leader… 

 

 

Lovely Lane is a beacon in the darkness - literally and spiritually. Our city and country have been chaotic of late. In the 
midst of the chaos, the tower of the church is lit every night, and from all across town for miles in every direction the 
cross is lit up in the night for any who glance upward. 

In exactly the same way, the light of Christ and calling of God continue to reach outward from Lovely Lane and to invite 
literally thousands from all around the world to return to their roots and experience for themselves the heritage and pas-
sion of our founders. 

How do we continue to light up the darkness? How do we remain faithful to the calling of God in our time? Periodically 
we must set apart a time to reflect, to pray, and to seek God’s will for us together and individually.  Jesus regularly went 
into the wilderness to pray and to seek the will of his Father. It is time for us to seek God again, and to seek the guid-
ance of God for another year of work and play along the journey. 

What does God want for Lovely Lane this year? What does God want from each of us individually: in our calendar and 
time stewardship, in our finances, in our commitments and leadership? What is the work God has for us this year? A 
question worth pondering, and a calling to fulfill... What is God doing in your life, and what does God ask of us?   

Between now and November 6, please seek the will of God in your life and in your finances. On November 6, we will call 
for those in attendance to share what God has called for from them as we gather pledge cards from the membership. Of 
course, you may always mail your card in at any time.  For non-members, the discipline of prayer and seeking God is 
useful as well, and we eagerly invite your sharing of God’s promptings as well. Grace and peace,   -Travis Knoll   
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Tour Guides 

October 2 Sefi Abedoh 
October 9 John Strawbridge 
October 16 Mike Rouse 
October 23 Lenore Baier 
October 30 Eleanor Packard 
 

Greeters 

October 2 Sharra Kelly & Robert Furbay 
October 9 Marisa, Johnny & Daria Olszewski 
October 16 Susanna Maddox & Mike Rouse 
October 23 Amy & Ken Delany 
October 30 Elizabeth, Sean, Liam & Owen Hines 

 

In Memory of 

John W. Rose 
Eleanor Packard 

 

Rev. John S. Park 
Bernice Von Saleski 

 

 
 
 

Linda Webb 
 

Hong Kong Tour Group 
 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
 

435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE 21218 
410-889-3001 

     
The Drop-In-Center provides a morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15.  
every day of the week. Other services continue from 11:30 AM - 4 PM 
(Monday through Friday).  
 
Among other services, clients are given access to a phone to make 
important phone calls, given the chance to fill out a clothing form to 
request a bag of clothes, given the chance to take a warm shower, 
provided with food vouchers to a local food pantry, 
assisted with applications for birth certificates or ID's, assistance with 
completing paperwork, given bus tokens for documented appoint-
ments, & access to case management. Many clients just need some-
one who will listen to them… that can be the biggest service of all! 

 
Your support makes a difference! 

St. John’s UMC presents a Peace with Justice Seminar 
on policing and the community on October 20th at 
7pm.  All are welcome, Pastor Travis is planning to at-
tend, and there is no charge for this seminar.  

 OPEN DOORS 

 

October 2 
  20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
 

October 9 
  21st Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 

October 16 
   22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104 
or Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 23 
   23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 

October 30 
   24rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144 (UMH 840) 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October 22 from 10am-4pm Lovely Lane will be sharing 
with other important buildings and locations in Balti-
more in the Open Doors event.  Our building will be 
open to the public all day, with tours and guests arriv-
ing throughout this time.  If tour guides and hosts as-
sist us in making this a successful event and welcome 
our neighbors into our church home, it will be a great 
day.  If you are available to help, please contact Lena 
as early as possible so we know if we need to recruit 
more actively!  

An interesting confluence of events!  On November 5 
at 10 am we will have a work day at Lovely Lane - 
dress for cleaning, painting, scraping, scrubbing.  We 
will then sport our well worn and wonderfully grubby 
clothing at Charge Conference at 2:30 pm as we wel-
come our interim DS Ed Delong or his permanent re-
placement to discuss the ongoing ministry of our con-
gregation.  How wonderful for our conference to see 
the people of Lovely Lane as workers in the field, and 
to experience our congregation at work maintaining 
our presence in the midst of the city and our witness in 
the world.  Please come, many hands make light work.  
Lunch will be provided.  If you are interested in helping 
to provide lunch, please contact Pastor Travis.   

 

Maria Drumm will present a talk at 12:30pm in the 
Chapel on November 13 (following fellowship hour) on 
her journeys and discoveries in Iran, in Bible times re-
ferred to as Persia.  This interesting and perhaps for-
bidding land holds many treasures largely unknown in 
the west in modern times - come discover it with us!  
All are welcome, and there is no charge for this event.   



 

UNITED METHODIST BOARD OF CHILD CARE 
ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES, FALL 2016 

 
 
Thanksgiving Baskets for the families of youngsters at BCC. 
 
Monday, November 7th – Donations must be at Lovely Lane. 
Thursday, November 10th – Donations must be at BCC.   
 
Baltimore Region is asked to donate cranberry sauce, 15 oz. cans of 
green beans, and 29 or 40 oz. cans of sweet potatoes. 
 
Thursday, November 17th – Baskets will be assembled. 

     Volunteers are always needed! 
 
Christmas Store for youngsters to shop for their families. 
 
Sunday, November 27th – Donations must be at Lovely Lane. 
Monday, November 28th – Donations will need to be taken to the 
Gaither Road Campus.   A volunteer is needed for this delivery. 
 
First week in December - Kids shop for their families. 

 Volunteers are always needed! 
See reverse side for list of donations requested for the Christmas Store 
Lists are also available in Lovely Lane Hall. 
 
BCC continues to collect box tops and food labels to acquire educational 
equipment.   (No longer taking Campbells labels.) 
See collection container & lists on the Lovely Lane Hall window sill.  
 
Prayer shawls and small fleece blankets are always needed as welcom-
ing gifts for newcomers and for those who are graduating. 
Also, afghans/quilts for Graduates.  Approximate size 70”x35” 
BCC Auxiliary Membership is just $2.00.  Envelopes are available. 
Lovely Lane Key Person for BCC is Eleanor Packard, 410-652-2339.  



 

BCC AUXILIARY CHRISTMAS STORE 
 

Each year the Board of Childcare Auxiliary sets up a Christmas Store for the children served by 
the Board of Child Care.  The store gives each child an opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts 
for their family members.  Even though the children may not live with their family members, 
giving them a Christmas gift is important to them. 
The Auxiliary collects new and like new merchandise to stock the Christmas Store.  The store 
sells these items at a nominal price so the children can afford to buy them with their allowanc-
es.  The Auxiliary asks for donations of items you might give to your children or grandchildren.  
Especially needed are gifts for boys of all ages, men, and cosmetics.  Among the most popular 
items is a gift basket or bag.  These are assembled along a theme.  Small zippered plastic bags 
such as sheets and curtains come in are very helpful to assemble these gift bags.  
 
Appropriate gift items include: 
 
MEN & BOYS: Shampoos, combs, socks, hair gel, deodorant, ties, handkerchiefs, wallets, 
body wash/soap, playing cards, after shave, colognes, gadgets, flashlights, alarm clocks, 
sporting items.   
 
GENERAL ITEMS: picture frames, jewelry, purses, games, candles, candle holders, toys, sweat 
shirts, tee shirts, sports team items, glassware, knick knacks, hand held games, and batteries. 
 
WOMEN & TEEN GIRLS: bath and body products, sponges, hand crème, bath gloves, bath 
brushes, colognes, combs/brushes, perfumes, non aerosol hairspray, nail polish, mirrors, 
makeup items, shampoo/conditioner, body gel, necklaces, soaps, tissues, makeup cases, hair 
bands, hair clips, wallets, change purses. 
 
BABY GIFT PACKS (made in color collections): bottles, baby books, receiving blankets, diapers, 
baby shampoo, baby lotion, baby powder, outfits, baby binkies, teething rings, under 3 toys, 
rattles, onesies, crib sheets, baby shoes/socks, bibs, baby spoons/forks, baby bowls/plates, 
bath towels, wash cloths, sweaters, hats, booties, baby blankets, electric outlet covers. 
 
Notes and restrictions:  We seem always to be in need of more items for men/boys. 
 no sharp objects or aerosol cans 

 no ornaments or Christmas decorations (unpopular, and we have a lot already) 
 no stuffed animals (see above) 


