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Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Lovely Lane As I write this, we are approaching the
end of my first full year here. This year,
for me, has been about allowing Lovely
Lane to grieve the retirement of Nancy and
prepare to move forward in hope. I have
diligently attempted to learn how things
work here, to “not rock the boat” and to
participate in the rhythms of life at Lovely
Lane. Guests should not rearrange the
furniture, my uncle once told me.
As this year draws to a close, however, I
will need to turn a corner as your pastor.
The Talmud says, “all beginnings are hard.”
I must now begin the work that the Staffparish Relations Committee and the Bishop
called me here to do. In consultation with
the SPRC, I have been given goals to pursue, and they involve growth of the congregation among other things. That means
change is desired. Change is, in one sense,
always about the death of the familiar, and
so like beginnings (and for essentially the
same reason), all change is hard.
If we seek a different outcome, doing the
same thing is unlikely to work. That means
we will have to consider what we can and
should do differently than we are used to,
or than we prefer, to get to where we want
to go together. Churches and organizations that do things the way their members
want keep their members. Churches and
organizations that want to attract new
members, must ask themselves not “what
do we want” but instead “what do THEY
want.”
Of course, identifying who THEY are matters to answering this question. For Lovely

Lane, we could seek to find the stray sheep
from other flocks and steal them into our
family. Sheep stealing is an old and venerable tradition, but perhaps unworthy of the
mother church. If the THEY we seek are
the currently un-churched, we will definitely have to make changes. The changes we
make can include new ministries (chapel
renovation?), new outreach programs
(Vacation Bible School?), new evangelism
emphases (possibly bring a friend to church
Sunday?) or new ways of doing worship.
If we seek to include the un-churched, our
worship will have to in some ways become
more “seeker-friendly” and more accessible
for those who didn’t have the blessing of a
UM childhood. This does not mean that we
need to abandon our identity and become a
copy of our favorite mega-church in worship. It does mean we need to ask ourselves; “What we are doing that might
make it hard for an un-churched person to
feel at home in our worship?”
One of the emphases of my own understanding of pastoral ministry is that I am in
“ministry with”, rather than “ministry to.”
This means I am not going to answer these
questions for us. Rather, I am going to ask
us to answer them together. I am going to
ask for a congregational conversation about
these questions on July 17 following our
worship service. Please join us for this
conversation if you are able.
Grace and peace,

Travis Knoll

Ivan Reyes

What shall we do next fall to equip ourselves for ministry, for service, for growth in our
own Spiritual lives? Last year we had a series of special discussions following worship
focused on the basics of faith for our confirmand and others to remember or discover
who we are. Next year, we might consider a different time, schedule, materials, and/or
emphasis for our study here at Lovely Lane. What can we do to nurture ourselves in
the faith of the church, to include ourselves faithfully within the tradition, and to empower ourselves to be what God intends for us as his Children in this place and time?
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From the Lay Leader…
“You were all called to travel on the same road and in the
same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all,
and is present in all.”
-Ephesians 4:4-6, The Message
“Having a wonderful time. Wish you were here.”
-Every Postcard Ever Written
Summer Vacation. As I type those words, my computer’s
auto-correct doesn’t react. It recognizes those two nouns as
a complete sentence. The idea of summer vacation is a
modern cultural icon. Schools are not in session. Businesses
close temporarily. Favorite TV shows go into reruns.
At Lovely Lane, we recognize this phenomenon. Attendance
at Sunday worship will decrease. Social Hour is put aside in
favor of a quick glass of lemonade on your way out the
door. And this newsletter that you’re holding will have to
hold you over, since we will not publish a new one until
September.
As the word “vacation” implies, summer is a time that we
try to “get away.” From work. From Home. From routine
and responsibility. If your vacation plans include a trip to
Ocean City or travel through BWI airport, you may find
yourself making plans to “avoid the crowds” to “avoid the
traffic” or to “avoid the lines.” All too often, our attempts to
avoid the pressures of life puts us into a crush of other people trying to avoid the same things.
In the Bible, Jonah famously tries to get away from what is
pressuring him, which happens to be God; “But Jonah got
up and went the other direction to Tarshish, running away
from God.” (Jonah 1:3a, msg)
These words may make us laugh. Imagine, trying to run
away from God… God is everywhere! But are we so different? When we speak of “getting away from it all” don’t we

One of the premier educational efforts of the United
Methodist Church is called the Disciple Bible Study series.
These studies, each 32-34 weeks long, offer sustained,
deep, and involved Bible immersion to their participants.
Guided by professors, scholars, theologians, and subject
matter specialists, we discuss in group the passages we
are reading together each week in a 2.5 hour meeting.
Daily readings of approximately 30 minutes provide the
source material for our discussion and understanding of
the Bible in wholly new ways. This study has changed
lives. It can change yours. It is, however, intensive and
engrossing. A commitment must be made. For this
study to happen, we need 8-14 participants who can
commit themselves to a weekly meeting and daily readings throughout they “school year” from September to
May. Do we have enough people ready to take this on?
If at least 8 of us are ready, we can start a group this
year. Please let Pastor Travis know if you are interested.

hope to do just that? Not that we want to get away from
God in particular, but that we want to get away from everything that gives us responsibility. God just happens to get
caught up in the mix.
There is another famous quote, usually offered humorously,
that says, “No matter where you go… there you are.” It
seems a silly thing, but there is truth in it. You are the constant presence in any place that you go. And since God “is
present in all,” then He is always with you. Uplifting you.
Loving you. Offering you peace.
And since we “were all called to travel the same road,” let
us stay together both outwardly and inwardly this summer.
Since I will not be writing to you through this newsletter, I
am asking you to write to me.
Enclosed with this issue of the Tower Monthly is a blank
postcard, addressed to me at Lovely Lane. I am asking that
you – yes you – write to me at some point over the next
two months. Tell me where you’ve been. Tell me where you
have seen the Holy Spirit at work in your travels near or far
from home.
Your observation doesn’t need to be grand or earthshaking. It may be one line or even one important word.
John Wesley once wrote, after reading an introduction to
the book of Romans, “I felt my heart strangely warmed.” It
was a simple observation, arising from a simple act. But it
had great meaning for him. Maybe you will see the Holy
Spirit working in a way that makes you smile. Maybe in way
that leaves you confused. Maybe you will see a place where
the Spirit needs to be, but doesn’t seem to be present.
Whatever your observation, send it to me on the postcard.
We send out almost four hundred copies of this newsletter,
and I hope to get nearly four hundred cards back.
Safe travels. God be with you.
Peace,

John Strawbridge, LAY LEADER

The Gardens of Harvey Ladew in Harford County are a
beautiful place to spend time admiring God’s great creation. Sarah and I would like to invite others to join us at
two events there this summer. On the evening of July 10
Charm City Junction will perform a concert on the lawn.
Doors open at 5, and the concert will conclude at approximately 8 pm. There is a $15 charge for non members to
attend this event. On the morning of August 13 there is
a guided “wild walk” on precious pollinators, featuring a
tour of the butterfly house and gardens discussing the
ways nature works in cooperation and competition
among the plants and animals. This is open to adults of
16 and older only and is also $15 for non members.
Registration required and limited. For more information
or to register, see http://www.ladewgardens.com and
look under the events tab. If you are going to these or
other events there, please let Sarah and I know and we
will look forward to joining you there. - Travis

We will discuss what things we could try to modify about our mission and ministry, our worship and service here at
Lovely Lane to attempt to include some of those who currently are not a part of our congregation. What changes
should we try to potentially allow growth to happen? This question is worth pondering. I do not think it is fair to ask it
without offering at least an example of what this might look like. The following is offered in that spirit.
One observation I can offer is this: most young people, and even most middle aged people, currently receive almost all
of the information that they take in through a video screen. Who has not seen vacation pictures from exotic locales
with young people texting or playing with portable electronic game systems? Even my book-reading friends are turning
to e-readers instead of paperbacks in increasing numbers. It also happens that when the KME conference was held at
Lovely Lane, they donated a complete video system. That means it costs us nothing but learning time to try this on an
experimental basis. Just for clarity, this suggestion is not for a worship format change, only the inclusion of a screen as
an additional way to see hymn lyrics, prayers and to follow the bulletin, intended primarily for our guests, for parents
with young children, and others who prefer to have their hands free.
I have heard more than one member of Lovely Lane react against this suggestion, so I know that there are some furrowed brows and shaking heads right now. As I noted in my pastoral letter, all change is hard.
If we would grow, we must try some hard things. Do we really want to grow? Most churches do not want to grow badly enough to make the changes (even experimentally) needed to make it possible. Lovely Lane is not desperate. We
could, with a little belt tightening and a lot of effort by the leadership, keep things going as they are for years, perhaps
even several decades. New people are not required.
If we would grow, what can/should we change? If not this, then what? I am eager to hear your suggestions. You
have now heard the first of mine. -Travis

In Memory of JoAnn Wilson Rose who died on April 20, 2016, in the 96th year of her earthly life. JoAnn arrived at this
church together with her husband, The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Ray Rose, and their two young sons in the early 1950's to
begin one of the significant periods in the life of the congregation. It was at this time that the congregation reclaimed
its original name of Lovely Lane, opened the Museum, and was recognized on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Rose family were the last to occupy the parsonage on Southway in Guildford and the first to occupy the parsonage
on Purlington Way in Homeland. While serving Lovely Lane their third child, Susan, was born. After leaving Lovely
Lane, the family transferred to the Peninsula Annual Conference where they served churches on the Eastern Shore.
After retirement they moved to Florida. After their long and happy marriage of 54 years, JoAnn lived on as a widow and
never lost her interest in and love for Lovely Lane. Despite the most difficult of a mother’s trials, the loss of both of her
sons, JoAnn remained a wonderfully engaged and cheerful Christian lady. It was my personal privilege to meet her
Florida pastor at national United Methodist historical gatherings who testified to her ever helpful presence in the life of
the church. She was an amazing correspondent and kept in touch with Baltimore friends. You could often learn from
her something going on among Lovely Lane members and former members that you did not know–but JoAnn did! She
will be missed by so many who were blessed by her rich, full, and interesting life among us.
-Dr. Emora T. Brannan

In Memory of The Reverend John Storer Park who died on June 7, 2016, at the age of 83. It was my great privilege to
have known both of Jack Park’s parents even before I got to know Jack himself. He had entered the ministry in 1957
from Grace Church in Cumberland, Maryland, where I was for a time the pastor and from which I was appointed to
Lovely Lane Church. I conducted funeral services for both his parents; his maternal grandfather–Mr. Storer–had donated the land on which our church stood. Jack’s love of the church and his devotion to Methodism was deep-rooted and
firm. For part of the time that I served in Cumberland, Jack was serving at the Kingsley Church nearby. All of which is
to say that, when I learned that Jack was on a leave of absence from conference appointment, I recognized in him just
the kind of person we needed at Lovely Lane as the work of our Restoration Program increased. He was possessed of
the gifts of love of Christ, appreciation of the heritage and uniqueness of Lovely Lane, and (most importantly) of a true
pastor’s heart in a near perfect mixture to meet the challenges we faced. So it was that in 1983 John S. Park was appointed as my Associate Pastor at Lovely Lane Church: Baltimore City Station. At the height of the 1984 Anniversary
Celebrations, Jack provided much-needed pastoral care in our midst, spearheaded the reconstitution of the Asbury Sunday School Society, and was a stalwart member of the Restoration Committee. As a personal testimony to his work
among us, Nancy and I can note his sharing in the confirmation of our son, Patrick, and his presiding at and baptizing of
our daughter, Elizabeth. He continued with us until 1990, when he formally retired from the Conference and moved to
Garrett County. It is typical of his spirit, however, that in “retirement” he continued to serve as pastor of the Barton
Church in Allegany County for another 18 years. Jack was one of those people who could be counted upon the just
“keep on keeping on.” His death has shocked us all. We express our heart-felt sympathy to his widow, Mary Jane
Friend Park, and to their children Wesley and Jana.
Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Matthew 25:21
-Dr. Emora T. Brannan
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Tour Guides
July 3 Cathy Dryden
July 10 Craig Smith
July 17 Sefi Abedoh
July 24 John Strawbridge
July 31 Mike Rouse
August 7 Lenore Baier
August 14 Carol Curtis
August 21 Linda Webb
August 28 Eleanor Packard

Greeters
July 3 Elizabeth, Sean, Liam & Owen Hines
July 10 Alexander Family
July 17 Craig Smith & Susan Preston
July 24 Cathy Dryden & Dean Uhler
July 31 Aimee & Ken Delaney
August 7 Jackie Noller & Betsy Fisk
August 14 Carrie Harnick
August 21 Nancy & Emora Brannan
August 28 Carol Curtis & John Hutchinson

August 7

July 3

7th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30 (UMH 762)
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10

8th Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82 (UMH 804)
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
July 17

9th Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52 or 82 (UMH 804)
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
July 24

10th Sunday after Pentecost
William L Motley Jr
Judith L Phebus

July 31 In Honor of
Rev. Dale Dusman
By the Lovely Lane Congregation
August 7 In Honor of
Hok Bao “Hopie” Chen Woodland
By Dorothy Krug

Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85 (UMH 806)
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13
July 31

12th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH
783)
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
August 14

13th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801)
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56
August 21

14th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794)
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
August 28

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803)
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

11th Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830)
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Rev. Dale Dusman, the pastor of St. Mark's Evangelical
Lutheran Church, is retiring after July 31st. St. Mark's is
our partner in ministry on St. Paul Street, and Rev.
Dusman has participated in Palm Sunday and Good Friday
services at Lovely Lane for thirty years. Along with Rev.
Emora Brannan, Rev. Dusman was one of the founders of
the Mid-Town Churches Community Association in 1987 .
He has been active in the Charles Village Benefits District
and other community activities, and is well-known and
loved throughout the neighborhood. We at Lovely Lane
congratulate him for his many years of service and wish
him continuing joy in retirement. We are lighting the Tower of Lovely Lane that week in celebration of our many
successful years of partnership.
Remember that from Sunday, July 3 to Sunday, Sept. 4
worship will be at 10 am with lemonade on the portico
following worship. Please make a note of it, so we are
able to worship together during these hotter months.

The Tower of Lovely Lane Church is lighted for the week
of August 7th in memory of Hok Bao “Hopie” Chen
Woodland, daughter of the late Dr. & Mrs. Chao-Ming
Chen of E 25th Street in Baltimore. She was the widow of
Carl H. Woodland who died in Naples Florida. She is survived by a sister, Hok Hua Lincoln of Rockville, MD and
another sister, Hok Hui Eng of Champaign IL. Her brother
Hok Ming Chen died in Baltimore and her eldest son Kevin, died in Florida in 2013. Survived are many children
John and Marisa would like to invite the congregation of
Lovely Lane to celebrate Daria’s baptism with them during our morning worship on August 7, 2016. A reception
will follow in the Hall. Please come and help us celebrate
this wonderful miracle from God!

LOVELY LANE UMC – SUMMER / FALL 2016 – TOUR GUIDE SCHEDULE
July 3rd

11am*

Cathy Dryden

July 10th

11am*

Craig Smith

July 17th

11am*

Sefi Abedoh

July 24th

11am*

John Strawbridge

July 31st

11am*

Mike Rouse

August 7th

11am*

Lenore Baier

August 14th

11am*

Carol Curtis

August 21st

11am*

Linda Webb

August 28th

11am*

Eleanor Packard

September 4th

11am*

Lee Enos

September 11th

12 pm

Sarah Scribner

September 18th

12 pm

Cathy Dryden

September 25th

12 pm

Craig Smith

October 2nd

12 pm

Sefi Abedoh

October 9th

12 pm

John Strawbridge

October 16th

12 pm

Mike Rouse

October 23rd

12 pm

Lenore Baier

October 30th

12 pm

Carol Curtis

November 6th

12 pm

Linda Webb

November 13th

12 pm

Eleanor Packard

November 20th

12 pm

Lee Enos

November 27th

12 pm

Sarah Scribner

December 4th

12 pm

Cathy Dryden

December 11th

12 pm

Craig Smith

December 18th

12 pm

Sefi Abedoh

December 25th

12 pm

John Strawbridge
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OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God ’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through
the revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City.
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Thank you for prompt delivery!

Every Sunday
Worship, 11 AM
Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON
Every Wednesday
Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM
weekly dances
Every Saturday
Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM
Every Monday-Friday, July-August 5
Camp ROC, LL Hall, Chapel & Gym, 9 AM-4 PM
Saturday, July 2
Church Work Day, 9 AM - 12 PM
Saturday, July 9
Piano for Youth Fundraiser, LL Hall, 6 PM
Sunday, July 10
Education Planning Meeting, LL Hall, 11:30 AM
Wednesday, July 13
Trustees Meeting, Pastor’s Study, 7 PM
Saturday, July 16
Milton Grove UMC Tour, 10 AM
Sunday, July 17
Church Planning Meeting, LL Hall, 11:30 AM

Saturday, July 23
Ritchfield UMC Tour, 11 AM
Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry Jazz Concert
Sanctuary, 6 PM
Thursday, July 28
Wedding Rehearsal, Sanctuary, 6 PM
Friday, July 29
UMC General Board of Church Tour, 11 AM
Wedding Rehearsal & Dinner,
Sanctuary & LL Hall, 4 PM
Saturday, July 30
Wedding, Sanctuary, 2 PM
Wedding, Sanctuary, 6 PM
Wedding Reception, LL Hall, 7 PM
Tuesday, August 2
National Night Out, SS. Philip & James Church
Saturday, August 6
Camp ROC Performance, LL Hall, 5 PM
Sunday, August 7
Daria Olszewski’s Baptism
Sanctuary, 10 AM

