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To the Saints at Lovely LaneGrace and peace to you, from God our
Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Spirit who empowers, guides, and corrects
us all. I trust that we are all having a holy
lent. It has been a busy season for us at
the office with a number of special events
forthcoming and weather issues complicating a season of recovery. In spite of those
complications, it has also been a blessed
time of resetting to normal after the busyness of Christmas as we prepare to celebrate resurrection in a special way at Easter.
This newsletter is for March, which this
year includes the glory of Easter for us. So
even though we are in the middle of lent,
let’s look ahead a bit and think about what
Easter means. Easter is the particular Sunday when we let the resurrection experience completely dominate our worship and
life. Every Sunday is a feast day celebrating the resurrection, but Easter has all of
the bells and whistles going for it. For organists among us, we pull every stop!
To experience resurrection, we must allow
the reality of death into our lives and consciousness as well. There is no resurrection from sick or tired. Resurrection is only
from death itself. That is why we have
special services on Maundy (or Holy)
Thursday at 6:30 PM and on Good Friday
at noon and 7:30 PM. These services in
the middle of the week help us focus on
the reality of the price paid for our sin the price of the very life of the perfect Son
of God. Which was given for us willingly so
that while dying on the cross, he could
speak these words directly into our lives
and hearts: “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.”
Only in death is resurrection possible. Vicariously we must walk with Jesus through
a cross to a tomb for Easter to find the
glory and power that God intends for us to

live this year. May this Easter be for each
of us a glorious rebirth, a time of life and
love triumphing over suffering, sin, and
death. May we truly experience a new and
abundant life as we walk with our Saviour
this season.
Interestingly, we follow the overwhelming
power of Easter this season on April 3 with
a commemoration of a death 200 years
ago. We commemorate the death of Francis Asbury to celebrate his life and to dedicate ourselves to carrying on his ministry
in the world. Through a special guest
speaker Sunday morning and a special
service for all interested parties Sunday
afternoon, we will remember the life and
life’s work of “the father of American
Methodism” and in so doing perhaps reclaim a bit of our own heritage and zeal.
This is also for us a chance to welcome
others back to their roots, to remember
our own heritage and to invite others in to
share it with us. Toward that end we are
going to need help. Elsewhere in this
newsletter, you will find that call for help.
If we are going to invite the world, we
must prepare to welcome them... If you
can, please help us to do so gracefully.
We are followers of Jesus Christ first. Jesus was brought to us by the feet of messengers of good news - gospel bearers
who faithfully brought to us the message
of hope and helped to make us what we
are today. At Easter we celebrate the
source of our hope. The next Sunday, we
celebrate one of the faithful messengers
who brought it to us. May we be blessed
as we share our story and heritage with
the world.
Grace and Peace,

Travis Knoll
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In Honor of
Our Friends at Lovely Lane

by Roger Katzenberg

Tour Guides
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March
March
March
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Greeters
March
March
March
March
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27

Lenore Baier & Travis Knoll
Carol Curtis
Linda Webb
Eleanor Packard
Susan Preston & Craig Smith
Linda Webb
Carrie Harnick
Susanna Maddox & Mike Rouse

March 6

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32 (UMH 766)
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
March 13

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126 (UMH 847)
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8
March 20

Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms:

Luke 19:28-40
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 (UMH 839)
March 13

Daylight Savings Time begins - Set your clocks ahead one hour.

March 20

Palm Sunday
10:30 AM - Join us on the East Portico as we celebrate the Blessing
of the Palms with St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, followed
by our traditional neighborhood procession.
11:00 AM - Worship service in the Sanctuary
12:00 NOON - Social Hour in Lovely Lane Hall and building tour
12:45 PM - Church Council Metting

March 24

Maundy Thursday
6:30 pm - Pot Luck Supper and Communion

March 25

Good Friday
12:00 NOON - Service at Lovely Lane, Rev Dale Dusman preaching
7:30 PM - Service at St. Mark’s Lutheran, 1900 St. Paul Street
Rev. Travis Knoll preaching

March 27

April 3

Easter Sunday
6:30 AM - Sunrise service in the Sanctuary
7:30 AM - Light refreshments in Lovely Lane Hall
11:00 AM - Festal Service of Easter in the Sanctuary
12:00 NOON - Social Hour in Lovely Lane Hall and building tour
Commemoration of Bishop Francis Asbury (1745 - 1816)
11:00 AM - Service of Remembrance in the Sanctuary
Rev. Alfred Day, General Secretary of the Commission on Archives
& History will be the guest preacher.
12:00 NOON - Social Hour and Opening Reception for “The Brand
and the Bishop” - a new exhibit in the Lovely Lane Museum
3:00 PM - Service of Dedication at The Bishops’ Lot
Mt. Olivet Cemetery; 2930 Fredrick Ave., Baltimore 21223

Liturgy of the Passion:

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49
March 24

Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
Psalm 116:1-4,12-19 (UMH 837)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
March 25

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22 (UMH 752)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42
March 27

Easter Sunday

Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 (UMH 839)
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

THE TOWER

March 2016

OPEN MINDS

From the Lay Leader…

Some years ago, as I was working in my office, I looked
out my window and saw a curious sight. A group people;
men and women of various ages and races, where standing on several street corners. Each person wore dark
glasses and carried a long white stick. A few of the people
seemed to be instructing the others in how to use the
stick to feel for the curb, how to listen for traffic, and how
to cross the street safely. After a moment, I realized that
I must be witnessing a class in which people with limited
or no sight were being taught by others how navigate the
streets on their own. In another moment, I was struck by
the thought, “Oh, I’m literally seeing the bling leading the
blind…”
Now that thought may strike you as being amusing, or it
may strike you as being insensitive or even offensive. But
for me, in that moment, I suddenly understood how
something that we commonly take to be disparaging
could really be inspiring. Who better to teach someone
how to cope, than someone else who has already had to
face and overcome the same challenges? Who else would
know their hardships as well, who else could demonstrate
their transcendence?
That old expression comes from Matthew 15:14; “If the
blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” As a parable,
it is both pragmatic and unforgiving. It may strike us as
surprising coming from the mouth of Jesus. But as always, we must be cautious in taking biblical quotes out of
context. Here, Christ is referring to the Pharisees. People
of high station who are blind because their eyes are
closed.
But the people in the story I saw unfold outside my window were not high and mighty. They had already fallen
and lain on the common ground. For both teacher and
pupil, the key to walking safely through a ditch-filled
world was listening.

On Sunday, April 3rd, Lovely Lane plays host as we
welcome folks from all over the BaltimoreWashington Conference, and from around the country.
We are commemorating the 200th anniversary of
Bishop Asbury's death with a special worship service
in the sanctuary at 11 AM, the opening of a Museum
Exhibit at noon, and a service of Commemoration
and Dedication at Mt. Olivet Cemetery at 3 PM.
Volunteers will be needed at each event to help direct visitors. Please let Pastor Travis or John Strawbridge know about your availability for that day.
This will be an important part of our mission as
stewards of the Mother Church.

In the month ahead, we are remembering the passings of
two leaders in our faith. Francis Asbury, the first preacher
stationed at Lovely Lane, and who was elected bishop at
the Christmas Conference, came to this land as a blind
man. Arriving in 1774 as a lay preacher in borrowed
clothes with almost no money to his name, young Francis
was filled with doubts in himself, and uncertainty about
the way forward. But he followed where he heard the
voice of God leading him to go.
It is little wonder that so many people responded to this
man. That they saw in him a scared and scarred person
like themselves, but also saw the increasing confidence
and purpose that came to him by listening to the voice of
God. Asbury died March 31, 1816, and we remember him
as one who learned to lead by following.
And in this month of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
we remember Jesus, who also came to us as one of us.
As a very human being, the Bible tells us of his times of
doubt, of anger and of impatience. And in this month of
Easter, we relearn the transforming power of giving yourself to God… of hearing and following the Word.
This is the core of our denomination. That whether leader
or follower, we are all fellow travelers; equal in the eyes
of God. We are risen from the dusty earth and saintly in
our divine spirits. The only division that matters is between those who have heard the Word, and those who
need to hear.
In our own blindness, let us lead others. Not as Pharisees,
but as prophets of a long road. As ones who have also
strayed into the ditch, but have climbed back out with
Christ at our sides.
Peace,

John Strawbridge, LAY LEADER

Christianity calls for an active response. What shall we then
do? This month, let’s be more deliberate about welcoming
new visitors, inviting them to join us for fellowship and expressing our appreciation for joining us in worship. We are
very good at this already, but a reminder is worthwhile even
so. This is a great habit to cultivate and our growth area for
this month.
This Sunday, we begin our regular nursery availability during
worship. This ministry is intended to support our young families. A special thanks to those who have volunteered for this
important ministry. If you see a need for a nursery helper at
the start of a worship service, please contact the greeters
who will have the current list of on-call nursery staff. If you
are willing to help, please contact Pastor Travis.

Maundy Thursday
Dinner at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 24th
Plan now to attend the Congregational Potluck Dinner
as our Maundy Thursday remembrance.
Please bring a separate covered dish (serving 10) for each adult.
Bring your food on dishes ready-to-serve, including serving utensils (marked with your name).
Please make reservations to ensure we have plenty of paper goods and beverages.
Reservations Deadline: Sunday, March 20th
Please make _______ reservations for me/my family and friends.
I will bring _______ covered dish(es):

o Vegetable o Salad o Meat o Dessert
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY!

Every Sunday
Worship, 11 AM
Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON
Every Tuesday
Play Baltimore Basketball, Gym, 6 PM
Every Wednesday
Baltimore Folk Music Society Dances,
LL Hall, 8 PM
Every Wednesday & Thursday
Mother Seton Academy Basketball, Gym, 5 PM
Every Saturday
Seidel Martial Arts, 8

AM

Saturday, March 05
Work Day at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 9 AM
Pine Grove UMC Tour, 10 AM
Georgetown University Overnight arrives
Assumption College Overnight arrives
Saturday, March 12
Catonsville UMC Tour, 10 AM
Grace UMC (Aberdeen) Tour, 10 AM
Greater Heights UMC Tour, 10 AM
Trinity UMC (Prince Frederick) Tour, 10 AM
Wesley Foundation at Howard University arrives
University of MD Overnight arrives
Sunday, March 20
Heart of Baltimore health screening, LL Hall, 3-7 PM
Tuesday, March 22
Charles Village Benefits Distr. Mtg., LL Hall, 6 PM

