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To the Saints at Lovely Lane, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost.  
It is an ongoing joy to serve God together with you here at Lovely Lane.  At the invitation 
of our District Superintendent, I have been receiving training from the City Police depart-
ment in trauma response.  Our city has experienced trauma lately, and individuals within it 
experience traumatic events daily. 

Trauma is defined by the APA as: “an emotional response to a terrible event like an acci-
dent, rape or natural disaster. Immediately after the event, shock and denial are typical. 
Longer term reactions include unpredictable emotions, flashbacks, strained relationships 
and even physical symptoms like headaches or nausea. While these feelings are normal, 
some people have difficulty moving on with their lives.”   

In our training, it has been emphasized that traumatic experience forces its victims to 
reimagine themselves into the altered future, because their previous self-image often 
comes into crisis because of the changes brought by these events. 

In my own reflection, this question of reimagining our future has been a fruitful one.  
Events of life often cause us to do this.  The death of a loved one can cause us to see our-
selves quite differently.  But even good events can have this effect.  The birth of a child 
changes things, realigning priorities, shifting our self image, and changing our hopes and 
dreams for the future.  A new relationship can help us to see ourselves differently.  Often 
the greatest gift of a new relationship can be seeing ourselves through new eyes. 

In fact, reimagining ourselves is closely linked to what “inspiration” means.  To inspire an-
other, or to be inspired is to have our eyes lifted to greater possibilities, to greater hope, to 
greater vision.  This is exactly what God intends for us.  In John 10:9-10 Jesus says, “I am 
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pas-
ture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” (NRSV) 

In our day to day living, it can be easy to lower our sight, to look down at the path imme-
diately in front of us lest we stumble upon an obstacle.  Yet looking down can cause us to 
miss the glory of the world around us.  Can keep us from seeing the beauty and glory of 
life.  Can shrink down our world and vision to a “just getting by” kind of life.  One step at a 
time is the nature of travel, but without a destination, a map, a vision, we travel nowhere 
in particular.  We become nothing in particular.  We accomplish nothing in particular in our 
world. 

God in Christ calls us to live larger than this.  To dream dreams, to see visions, to lift our 
eyes unto the hills.  We are saved from sin, and we are also saved to victorious life.  To 
good works prepared beforehand for us.  In the words of Micah 6:8, “to do justice, to seek 
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.” (NRSV) 

This reminder to look up is one of the most important functions of Sunday morning wor-
ship.  We need regularly to step out of the day to day busy-ness of life and to lift our eyes 
once again out of the immediacy of our path for this day.  To re-image ourselves as part of 
something bigger, more important, and more fulfilling than just making the mortgage pay-
ment.  To see the majesty of God, and to hear God’s call anew in our lives. 

I look forward to worshipping and reimagining with you again this Sunday.   
 

Pastor Travis 
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Tour Guides 
November 1 Lee Enos 

November 8 Sarah Scibner 

November 15 Cathy Dryden 

November 22 Craig Smith 

November 29 Sefi Abedoh 
 

Greeters 
November 1  Elizabeth and Sean Hines,  
 Liam & Owen Hines 

November 8  Craig Smith and  
 Susan Preston 

November 15  Cathy Dryden and  
 Dean Uhler 

November 22  Emanuel Nixon and  
 Carrie Harnick 

November 29  Aimee and Ken Delaney 

November 1 In honor of Rev. Emora Brannan’s 50th year in ministry 
  By the Lovely Lane Congregation 
 

November 15 In honor of Sally Knapp 
  Celebrating her Birthday  
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1 In honor of Betsy Fisk 
  By Her Loving Family 
 

November 8 In honor of Lee Enos 
  For her Birthday 
   

November 15 In honor of Frankie & John Ewers 
  Celebrating their anniversary 

 

November 22 In honor of My Fabulous Family 
  By Betsy Fisk 
 

November 29 In honor of Ivan Reyes 
  By the Lovely Lane Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Webb 

Chapelwood UMC, Houston, TX 

Linthicum Heights UMC 

 
In Memory of 

Anne Metzger 
By Donald Metzger 
By Richard Cobert 

 

Estelle Hutchins Tulloss 
By Estelle K. Tulloss Wagner 

 OPEN DOORS 

 

November 1 

    All Saints Day 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 24 (UMH 755) 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 
 

November 8 

    24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 or 

Psalm 42 (UMH 777) 
Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 
 

November 15 
    25th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 or 
Psalm 113 (UMH 834) 

Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 

Mark 13:1-8 
 

November 22 
    Christ the King Sunday 

 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18)  

 (UMH 849) 

Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 
 

November 29 

    1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756) 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 

 
 

 

This a major fundraiser for our partners at Manna House—and is always a great night! 

When: Saturday, November 21, 7 PM—11 PM 

Where: Rosedale Gardens; 8037 Philadelphia Rd, Baltimore, 21237 

Tickets are $45. Please see Duncan Hodge or the church office for tickets. Proceeds benefit Manna House. 

Food—Money Wheel—50/50 Raffle—Silent Auction  

Music by “The Objections” 



 

At Lovely Lane, we welcome November by observing 

Homecoming Sunday. This month was chosen to recog-
nize the date our current house was dedicated. So it is a 

time to recognize both our history, and the start of some-
thing new. 

In “The House by the Side of the Road”, Sam Walter Foss 

wrote: 

I know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead 
and mountains of wearisome height; that the road 
passes on through the long afternoon and stretches 
away to the night.  

And still I rejoice when the travelers rejoice, and weep 
with the strangers that moan, nor live in my house by 
the side of the road like a man who dwells alone. 

What does homecoming mean to we who worship at 
Lovely Lane; a house we did not build, and which does 

not belong to us? Ours is a home to strangers and travel-
ers… to any who come looking for home. 

If I didn't know this before, I had occasion to learn it this 

past month. Working late in the church office one day, I 
looked up to find a stranger standing there. He had 

found his way in through a door that shouldn't have been 

open, to an office that should have been closed. With a 
tear in his eye he voiced a simple but infinitely complicat-

ed request, "I just need to talk." 

So talk we did. For more than an hour. About his life. His 
family. His choices. He wanted to know how God could 

love him when he continued to sin. He wanted to know 
why he continued to sin when he knew God loved him.  

And in trying to answer his question, I came upon an 

answer that I did not know that I knew. When he spoke 
of his difficulty in prayer - of praying for forgiveness - I 

found I could tell him a truth that I could never have told 

myself: "You can't ask to be given forgiveness," I told 
him, "because that has already been given." 

"Pray again tonight,” I suggested. “But don't ask for any-

thing. This time, tell God Something. Tell Him that you 
accept the gift." 

Now I know that's not a great revelation of faith. It is the 

cornerstone of Christianity; that Christ died for us, and 
we are forgiven if we accept Him as our savior. But those 

words can too easily be just doctrine.  

In our hearts, and in our prayers, we still keep asking 
and asking. Because somehow, no matter how often 

we've heard it, we have trouble understanding that the 

deed is done. Salvation is given. It makes no sense to go 
looking for that which has already been delivered. But it 

is easier to ask - and to wait - than to give in and to ac-
cept.  Because to accept means to really accept, and to 

change accordingly. It means we no longer live in antici-

pation, but in knowledge. It means we must no longer be 
receivers, but givers ourselves. 

Whether or not this man will ever be back to Lovely Lane 

I cannot know... whether our talk did him any lasting 
good, I may never know. But one thing I do know: the 

blessing that day may not have been his - but mine.  

We who are the stewards of this house hope that by our 
work we may be a blessing to those who come. But we 

find, occasionally, a different truth. A truth we may not 
always be ready to accept; that those who come are the 

blessings, and the teachers, to us.  
  

Peace, 
John Strawbridge 
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Lovely Lane is helping to collect food for the families of youngsters at the UM Board of Child Care. Our region is asked to 

provide canned green beans, canned cranberry sauce, and powdered fruit drinks. Please bring your food contributions to 
Lovely Lane and place them in the marked basket in Lovely Lane Hall on Sunday November 1st. 

From the Lay Leader… 

 

November 1 -  Enjoy the fellowship and community of the Homecoming Sunday coffee hour. There will not be a study in 

the Chapel. 

November 8 -  Maria Drumm will illuminate temple architecture in India and Hinduism through her photographs and lively 
presentation. 

November 15 -  Church Council gives us time to chat and study our work in the church and beyond. 

November 22 -  Let's Decorate! Advent season is a wonderful time to reflect and express our faith through our actions. In 

this case, we will all pitch in to decorate the church for Advent. 

November 29 -  Rev. Travis has a true love for education and our story of faith. This second talk will deal with the history 

of the Church. 



 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
     

The Drop-In-Center provides a morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15.  every day of the week. Other services continue 

from 11:30 AM until 4 PM (Monday through Friday).  
 

Among other services, clients are given access to a phone to make important phone calls, given the chance to fill out 
a clothing form to request a bag of clothes, given the chance to take a warm shower, provided with food vouchers to 

a local food pantry, 
assisted with applications for birth certificates or ID's, assistance with completing paperwork, given bus tokens for 

documented appointments, and access to case management. Many clients just need someone who will listen to 
them… that can be the biggest service of all! 
 

Your support makes a difference! 

 

 

Each year at Christmas the Board of Child Care Auxiliary sets up a Christmas Store for the children served by the Board 

of Child Care. The store gives each child an opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts for their family members. Even 
though the children may not live with their parents and siblings during the holiday, giving them Christmas gifts is very 

important to them. 

The Auxiliary collects new and like new merchandise to stock the Christmas Store. The store sells these items at a very 
low price so the children can afford to buy them with money from their allowance.  

They ask that you donate items that you would give as gifts to your children or grandchildren. They especially need 

items for boys of all ages, men and cosmetics. 

One of the biggest sellers is a Gift Bag or Basket. Auxiliary members put these baskets together with special themes. 
Small plastic zippered bags that sheets and curtains come in are also needed to make the gift bags. Baskets of all sizes 

are also useful. Some of the items that can go into a bag or basket are as follows:  

THE TOWER November 2015 

 Reaching Out 

Shampoos 

Socks 
Roll or Solid Deodorant 

Handkerchiefs 
Body Washes and 

Soaps After Shave 

Small Gadgets 

Alarm Clocks 

Pocket Combs  
Hair Gels 

Ties 
Wallets Playing Cards 

Colognes Flashlights 

Sports items 

Men and Boys 

They are ALWAYS in need of items for Men/Boys 

Picture Frames 

Purses 
Candles 

Toys 
Tee Shirts 

Decorative Glassware 

Hand Held Games 

Jewelry 

Games 
Candle Holders 

Sweat Shirts 
Sport Team Items 

Knick Knacks 

Batteries (AAA, AA, C, D) 

General Items Needed 

Bath and Body Products 

Hand Cream 
Bath Brushes  

Combs and Brushes 
Non Aerosol Hair Spray 

Small Mirrors 

Shampoo  
Conditioners  

Beaded Necklaces 
Packs of Tissues 

Hair Bands 
Small Wallets 

Sponges  

Bath Gloves  
Colognes  

Perfumes  
Nail Polish 

Makeup Items 

Body Gel  
Special Soaps 

Small Makeup Cases 
Hair Clips 

Hair Clips 
Change Purses 

Women and Teen Girls 

Bottles  

Baby Books 
Receiving Blankets 

Diapers 
Baby Shampoo  

Baby Lotion 

Baby Powder  
Outfits 

Baby Binkies  
Teething Rings 

Under Three Toys 

Rattles 
Onesies  

Crib Sheets 
Baby Shoes and Socks 

Bibs 

Baby Spoons and Forks 
Baby Bowls and Plates 

Electric Outlet Covers 

Babies Gift Packs 

Made up in Pink, Yellow, Blue and Green 

Sweater, Hat and Bootie Sets 

Crocheted or Other Larger Baby Blankets 
Bath Towels and Wash Cloths  



 

 

Special thank you to John Strawbridge for filling in as 

Administrative Assistant for the last 4 months while we 
sought and found Lena Leone.  Without John’s help, I 

would have been lost.  In every church there are a few 
people who make ministry possible.  John is one of 

these at Lovely Lane.  Thank you, John.     -Travis 

 

 

On behalf of the trustees and congregation of Lovely 

Lane, I wish to thank Ivan Reyes for his faithful and    
effective service to our congregation as Sexton.  He 

makes so many things work well, and keeps a tight ship 
humming here.  We would be impoverished without him, 

and want to publicly say “thank you” for your outstand-

ing work here.  Thank you, Ivan.  -Travis 

 

 

This Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 25th at 

5:30 pm we will gather at the office foyer and at 5:45 
have a prayer walk around our church neighborhood to 

culminate at St. Mark’s Lutheran for a communion ser-
vice and dinner.  Cost of the dinner will be covered by 

Lovely Lane.  Anyone not traveling to Zimbabwe to cele-

brate the holidays with their distant cousins is welcome 
to join us.  Please feel free to ask Pastor Travis any 

questions you might have regarding this event. If you 
plan to attend, please let Pastor Travis or the church 

office know. 

 

 

The Trustees seek someone from our congregation to 

look over of the greenery and facilities at Mt. Olivet and 
to report what they find to the trustees at our quarterly 

meetings.  We have been fined by the city on more than 
one occasion because we were insufficiently attentive to 

this matter, and would like to have someone who can 

help us handle this more proactively, assist us in man-
aging and scheduling work days as needed and to keep 

things going smoothly at this location.  Interested per-
sons should contact Duncan Hodge, Pastor Travis, or 

John Strawbridge for more information. 

 

 

It has been brought to my attention that we at Lovely 

Lane are accustomed to having an Advent Devotional 
Guide to help us prepare for the coming of Christ in a 

special way at Christmas.  This means we need to pre-
pare 25 daily devotions by November 29th.  Devotionals 

are, in my mind, strengthened by multiple voices and 

input from a variety of persons.  Anyone willing to con-
tribute please speak with Pastor Travis for format, tim-

ing, and/or topic suggestions as needed.  Thank you for 

your help with this.   -Travis 

 

We are making plans to resume Sunday morning nurse-

ry care during 11am morning worship. If you are able to 
volunteer to be part of the rotating team of volunteers 

for this important part of our church life, please give 
your name to Pastor Travis, or John Strawbridge. We 

are blessed to have some new young folks in our church 

family – let’s now bless their parents by freeing them to 
enjoy morning worship.  
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 Coming Together 

 

 

The official teaching of the United Methodist Church can be found only in the Book of Discipline.  No pastor, bishop, or 

even council of bishops speak for the church.  We speak officially only through the General Conference held every 4 
years.  This body creates and modifies the Book of Discipline, which is reprinted every 4 years to reflect modifications 

made by that General Conference.  This coming spring our General Conference will meet again, to debate and modify the 

Book of Discipline as we grow in the knowledge and love of God together in holy conferencing.   

In particular, our Social Principles currently has sections on:  

 The Natural World 

 The Nurturing Community 

 The Social Community 

 The Economic Community 

 The Political Community 

 The World Community 

 and finally, Our Social Creed. 

If you ever have a question about the church’s teaching on any particular subject, we have several copies of the Book of 

Discipline in our library, and would be glad to help you find the relevant section.  



 

Every Sunday 

Worship,  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON 

Sunday Chat & Study 
 

Every Tuesday 

Play Baltimore Basketball, Gym, 6 PM  
 

Every Wednesday 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  

weekly dances 
 

Every Wednesday & Thursday 

Mother Seton Academy Basketball, Gym, 5 PM  
 

Every Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 1 
 Dream Youth Empowerment, 3 PM 
 

Monday, November 2 
 Messiah UMC Tour,  11 AM 
 

Friday November 6 
 Suncrest Overnight Arrives 
 

Saturday, November 7 
  Bixlers-Millers UMC Tour, 10:15 AM 
 Women of Distinction, LL Hall, 11 AM 
 Unity Fellowship Church, LL Hall, 7 PM 
 

Sunday, November 8 
 Silent Movie w/Organ at St. Mark’s Lutheran, 2 PM 
 Private Event, LL Hall, 2 PM 
 

Saturday, November 14 
 Gettysburg UMC Tour, 9 AM 
 Private Shower, LL Hall, 1 PM 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
 Mosaic Thanksgiving Lunch, LL Hall, 9 AM 
 

Wednesday, November 25 
 Prayer Walk, Communion and dinner, 5:30 PM 
 

Thursday & Friday, November 26 & 27 
 Church Office closed 

OUR MISSION: To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our traditions, while 
recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
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