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To the Sinners and Saints at Lovely Lane - 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost who 
reveals them both.  It is an interesting time of year.  I cannot forget a commercial I saw a few 

years ago in which a mother shops for paper, binders and pens with joy and gusto while the 

children sit glumly by and the music plays “its the most wonderful time of the year”.  Indeed, a 
last few days of freedom and the next school year dawns. 

Summer is a kind of magical time for us, a time set apart and special.  Freedom from school to 

allow children to work the fields has become an annual rite of passage during which children 
busily forget all that they have been taught in school and “vacation” is had by families across 

the nation.  An interesting historical artifact in an age of climate control and a 3% farming rate 
here in the US.  But like all summers, this one is coming to an end.  Time to gear up for fall, 

work, learning, and the “regular” part of the year.  I hope you have purchased enough paper… 

I look forward to experiencing life together with you this year.  The church year includes in the 
fall World Communion Sunday, All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, and Advent.  During the fall, I 

hope to continue to get to know you better, to learn how to serve God faithfully here with you, 
and to deepen our partnership in passionate pursuit of God and God’s will. 

To follow God, we must, according to Matthew 28, be baptized and taught to obey God’s com-

mands, and then go into the world to do likewise.  To teach, first we must learn.  Learning to 
obey God’s commands is both a passive and an active project.  It involves study, practice, and 

dedication.  Habits of holiness must be formed, spiritual muscles trained and exercised, and a 
peculiar mindset nurtured.  John Wesley spoke of uniting knowledge and vital (living) piety 

(reverent fulfillment of religious duty).  How do we train ourselves for a Christian life? 

Study, for one.  If there are  7-12 people ready, I would love to offer a Disciple Bible 
Study.  This is a 36 week survey of the entire Bible, and it is not for the faint at heart.  You will 

discover both the Bible and your fellow students in remarkable ways if you choose this op-

tion.  I love this study, it was a significant part of my own experience of calling to the ordained 
ministry.  It will change your life.  Are we ready for that?  If you are ready to take on this chal-

lenge, please contact me as soon as possible. 

If that kind of intensive study is a bit daunting, I also am committed to a series of one day topi-
cal and Bible study sessions for beginners or those who may have forgotten a few 

things.  Topics like: Hebrew history and cannon, NT survey and exploration, Methodism 101, 
What is Doctrine and why should I care, Church history survey, the Wesleyan forms of grace 

and what they mean for us today, how shall we then live (Three Simple Rules), and others will 
be coming to a fellowship hall near you this year.  Depending upon how we schedule these, a 

meal will likely be provided. 

Vital piety also requires practice.  So mission work days outside our walls, opportunities to 
reach into our community and world, and chances to be Christ’s hands in action will need to be 

found and shared.  We need not only to know, but to do.  Doing requires more than writing a 
check.  It requires encounter, witness, relationship with both God and neighbor.   

A tall order for one year, is it not?  Yet I am excited.  To serve God through Christ as mediated 

by Holy Scripture and the Holy Spirit is the adventure of a lifetime.  Let us begin to live it to-
gether.  

Grace and peace, 
 

  Pastor Travis 
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We offer condolences to the family of Anne Metzger, who 
passed away August 17th. 

On August 23rd, Stacy Meadows and Tao Diaz presented their 

daughter, Ava Jade Diaz, for Holy Baptism. 

 

Sept. 6 

    15th after Pentecost 
 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 

or Psalm 124 
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37  
 

Sept. 13 

    16th after Pentecost 
 

Proverbs 1:20-33 

Psalm 19 
James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 
 

Sept. 20 

    17th after Pentecost 
 

Proverbs 31:10-31 

Psalm 1 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 
 

Sept. 27 

    18th after Pentecost 
 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 

James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 
 

 

 

 

Sept. 13 In honor of Twyla A. Noller 
 By Jackie Noller 
 

Sept. 20 In honor of Bob & Anne Seeger 
 For their Wedding Anniversary 
 

Sept. 27 In honor of JoAnn Rose 
 By  Lovely Lane’s Congregation 
 

Sept. 06 In honor of Betsy Fisk 
 By her Loving Family 
 

Sept. 13 In honor of Eve Gillison  
 for her birthday 
 By Rob Gillison and Laura Gamble 
 

Sept. 20 In honor of Quinn Gillison  
 for his birthday 
 By Rob Gillison and Laura Gamble 

 

Tour Guides 
Sept. 06 Sefi Abedoh 

Sept. 13 John Strawbridge 

Sept. 20 Mike Rouse 

Sept. 27 Lenore Baier 
 

Greeters 
Sept. 06  Abedoh/ Enos Family 

Sept. 13  Marisa & Johnny Olszewski 

Sept. 20  Aimee & Ken Delaney 

Sept. 27  Carrie Harnick & Emanuel Nixon 

 

Gifts of Thanks 
By Rosa and Lee Yeonshin 

 

By the General Board  
of Church and Society 

 

In Memory of 
Wes Gibson 

By Bernice & Rainer von Saleski 
 

Lillian E. Cramer 
By Doris Phibbons 

 

Helen Grafflin Tulloss 

William Brice Tulloss 
Helen Clare Tulloss Pratt 

Estelle Kennedy Hutchins Tulloss 
By J. Carroll Tulloss 

 

In Honor of 
Nancy & Emora Brannan 

By Linda Webb 
 

Nancy Nedwell 
By Linda Webb 

 

Altar Flowers and Tower Lighting are a great way 

to honor or memorialize your friends and loved 
ones, and to support the worship ministries of 

Lovely Lane. 

Celebrate and remember birthdays, anniversaries 

and other life events with a gift of light or flowers. 

Altar flowers grace the altar each Sunday in either 
silk or fresh arrangements. The tower is lighted 

for the week. 

The cost for providing fresh flowers is $60. Spon-

soring a silk arrangement is $25. The contribution 

for tower lighting is $30. Please contact the 
church office to reserve your date (first come, fist 

reserve). 

410-889-1512 or  LovelyLane.bcs@gmail.com 

 

 

The Charge Conference is the basic unit of the United Method-

ist Church’s connectional system. The congregation of Lovely 
Lane, along with our pastor and associated retired pastors, 

make up our charge conference. 

Lovely Lane’s Charge Conference will meet this year on Satur-

day, September 12th, at 3:30 PM. You are encouraged to 

attend this important meeting with our District Superintendent 
where we will report on who and where we are, and where we 

are going. This is our connection to the larger UM Church. 



 

God, through the Divine Spirit,  

can move all the human facilities,  
touching the understanding,  

the heart, conscience, and will 
to make them answer to His Own.  

 

Worship in a temple such as this  

is intended to lift us  
to a contemplation of God,  

and to lead us to accept  

the offers made for our salvation. 
 

“A Fine New Chapel  
Dedicated” 
 
Baltimore American 
and Commercial  
Advertiser 
 
December 7, 1885 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
     

Join the Breakfast Club! Encourage your company, your 

club or even your circle of friends to sponsor a one-day break-

fast at Manna House. For a donation of $448, your group will 
feed 150-200 meals. You’re invited to send three to six volun-

teers to help serve the meal that Manna House staff will pre-
pare, between 8:00AM and 10:15AM, but Manna House can 

always find volunteers if you aren’t able. Youth are welcome 
when accompanied by a chaperone, and parking is in Manna 

House’s enclosed lot. The name of the group or individual 

providing the day’s meal is displayed on a banner in the din-
ning room. This is also a great way to make a donation in 

Honor of or in Memory of a friend or family member. 
 

Your support makes a difference! 

From the Lay Leader… 

 
Already the days are growing shorter. 

Yes, summer is with us most of this month; until the fall 

equinox in September’s final week. But once the sun-
sets start to come sooner and the sunrises come later, 

we very quickly begin to give up on even the idea of 

summer and adopt an attitude of fall. 

This is a shame, because we’ll miss the enjoyment of a 

lot of good days this way. But it’s hard to stay in the 
mood of vacation and warmth when what we see in 

front of us is darkness and shadow. 

It’s even harder to stay cheerful when it seems like our 

community only has dark days ahead. When the news 

is full of disasters both natural and civil. And when nat-
ural civility is retreating from government and culture.  

In the face of such gathering shadows, it is inevitable 
that our faith and our relationship with God takes on a 

darker tone. We think in terms of judgement and God’s 

displeasure with humankind. We see the world in pre-
Noah terms, waiting for whatever justice God, in his 

anger, may rightly inflict. 

We may even think of our personal relationship with 

God as autumnal; as needing to fall and be gathered up 
so that it may be reborn.  

“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

“For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me.” 

These words from Psalm 51 describe a relationship that 

all of us feel some of the time, and some of us feel all 

of the time. We know that we are sinners, so God must 
be ever disappointed in us. 

This is a shame, because we’ll miss the enjoyment of a 
lot of good days this way. 

In his poem “The Three” the Chinese poet Li Bai writes, 

“I call out and lift my cup to his brightness. And see, 
there goes my shadow before me.” 

While not intending to write about Christianity, Li cap-
tures the image of a place we often find ourselves as 

Christians; with our shadow ever before us. The shadow 
of our sin, the shadow of our doubt, our fear and even 

our lack of hope. 

But the Chinese poem points out something that the 
Psalm only infers; that if there is shadow ever in front of 

us, it is only because the brightness of God is ever at our 
backs. Without the light of God, the whole world would 

be in darkness and so our shadow, our sin, would be 

invisible to us.  

But God does not hold our transgression over our heads. 

He does not seek to punish. Quite the opposite, God only 
wants to bring light and warmth into our journey. 

So as we head into “darker days”, we can know that the 
shadows ever before us are merely proof that there is 

light all around. God stands behind us always. His love 

fills the world with light, which makes our little patch of 
darkness evident to us. And if we merely turn toward 

him, we will see it no more, and it is hidden even from 
His sight. 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge, LAY LEADER 
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Sunday, Sept. 13 

Summer Schedule ends 
 

Sunday, Sept. 6 

Worship,  10 AM 

Lemonade / Guided Tour, 11 AM 
 

Sundays, Sept. 13, 20 & 27 

Worship,  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour / Guided Tour, 12 NOON 
 

Every Wednesday 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  

weekly dances 
 

Every Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, Sept. 7 
    Labor Day, Church Office closed 
 

Saturday, Sept. 12 
 Emory UMC, Tour, 10  AM 
    Charge Conference, 3:30 PM 
 

Monday, Sept. 21 
    Baltimore Tai Chi, LL Hall, 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 22 
    Play Baltimore Basketball, Gym, 6 PM 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 
    Mosaic Event, LL Hall, 9 AM 
 

Saturday, Sept. 26 
    Roland Park Country, Tour, 9:30 AM 
 

Sunday, Sept. 27  
    Private Event, LL Hall, 1 PM 
 

Monday, Sept. 28 
    Baltimore Tai Chi, LL Hall, 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 29 
    Play Baltimore Basketball, Gym, 6 PM 


