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To the Saints at the Mother Church, 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost who 
guides and instructs us all. It is a joy for me to finally be writing a hello letter after recently 

penning two goodbye letters. At annual conference my friends all congratulated me and asked 

me how I managed to get such a wonderful appointment. It remains a mystery to me, but I 
am excited to come to seek and to serve God together with you all at Lovely Lane. 
 

A few words of introduction are probably in order. I am a storyteller, and thus a story-
collector. I read voraciously, watch movies, tell and listen to stories, and experience life in a 

narrative form. Someday, perhaps, should the Spirit move, I will write some of them down.  

In sermon, study, and lived life, you will come to know many of my stories, so I will not share 
them with you at this time. 
 

I am also a history nut. While in seminary I was required to go on a cultural immersion     

experience. My wife and I chose to go to Jordan to do archaeology. She loved it so much she 
went back two years later. We have literally breathed the dust of the Bible as we unearthed 

and explored Biblical history first hand. My wife has taken formal study in historic building 
preservation, which might come in handy, it seems…. I collect coins (especially coins with  

stories) and other historical artifacts, and will share them with you as the occasion merits. 
 

I am also an active and vital child of God, in passionate pursuit of the Jewish Carpenter. This 
is not primarily motivated by historical study, though of course history is involved. It is my 

conviction that we live lives informed by the past, motivated by hope, and empowered by vital 
present-tense relationships with each other, with our world, and with God through Christ. The 

Wesleyan quadrilateral of Scripture, Tradition, Experience, and Reason guide me in my pursuit 

of Christ throughout my life. I look forward to sharing this pursuit with you over the coming 
years. That is, I think, plenty of introduction about me. 
 

My wife of 25+ years is my God-given help-meet, an accomplished potter, graphic designer, 

mother, and student of life. My coming into pastoral ministry was a mutual decision, and   
remains a mutual calling. Together, we are the parents of 3 sons (like the TV show) who are 

our pride and trouble at the same time. 
 

Dean, our oldest, is a senior at Towson U studying Computer Science with a focus on cyber 

security. Caleb, our middle son, just graduated from the Science and Math magnet in Harford 

County and is starting UMBC in computer engineering this fall. Lewis, our youngest, is starting 
8th grade, and hoping mightily to get accepted to the Science and Math Academy next year. 

All of our children are brilliant, good natured, and beautiful inside and out. Naturally, they get 
that from their mother... 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Nancy for her excellent ministry here, for all the 

amazing things that have been accomplished here under her care, and for the marvelous 
work she has done to make this transition smooth and stress free. 
 

All that being said, you will quickly discover that Nancy and I have different gifts, passion, and 

methods of living out our mutual calling to pursue God in pastoral ministry. I ask for grace 
and patience as we learn to live and work together. 
 

May we together “reform the nation, particularly the church, and spread scriptural holiness 

over the land.” [JW] 

        Pastor Travis 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Guides 

July    5    Lenore Baier 
July 12  Carol Curtis 

July 19  Linda Webb 

July 26  Eleanor Packard 
Aug  2           Diane Macklin Shindle 

Aug    9  Lee Enos 
Aug 16  Sarah Scribner 

Aug 23  Cathy Dryden 
Aug 30  Craig Smith 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

Greeters 

July    5     Carrie Harnick and Emanuel Nixon 
July 12  Linda Webb and Diane Macklin Shindle 

July 19  Betsy Fisk and Sally Knapp 
July 26  Cathy Dryden and Dean Uhler 

Aug  2   Carol Curtis and John Hutchinson 

Aug  9   Aimee and Ken Delaney 
Aug 16  Angie and Dennis Ferguson 

Aug 23  Greg Coates and Kathy Vitarelli 
Aug 30  Nancy and Emora Brannan 

 

July 5 

  6th after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10 

Psalm 48 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 
 

July 12 
  7th after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19 

Psalm 24 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 
 

July 19 
  8th after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34,53-56 

 

July 26 

  9th after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 

 

August 2 

  10th after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13 

Psalm 51 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 
 

August 9 
  11th after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 18:5-9,15-33 
Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35,41-51 

 

August 16 

  12th after Pentecost 
I Kings 2:10-12,3:3-14 

Psalm 111 

Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 

 

August 23 

  13th after Pentecost 
I Kings 8:22-30,41-43 

Psalm 84 
Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-59 
 

August 30 
  14th after Pentecost 

Song of Songs 2:8-13 
Psalm 45 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-23 

 

On May 24, Xavier Fuller received 

the sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
He was born October 11, 2014 

and is the son of Sam Fuller and 
Kamila Alexander.  
 

On June 7, David and Heather 

Thibodeau presented their son, 
Hudson, for baptism. He was 

born on June 11, 2011. We offer 
prayers for God’s continuing 

blessings for these families. 
 

Congratulations to Allie Ford and 
Ryan Stoneburg on their May 30 

wedding at Lovely Lane. Allie’s 
parents are Mike and Susan Ford. 
 

We offer condolences to family 

and friends of Wesley Gibson. 
Wes died on June 15. We pray 

for strength and comfort. 

 

LOVELY LANE ADULT STUDY SERIES 
 

WITNESS IN STONE: 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES IN THE MONUMENTAL CITY 

 

Dr. Emora Brannan will present this session. The evening will include a 
survey of architecture through the lens of the five churches occupied by 

Lovely Lane’s congregation, in addition to other prominent United 

Methodist churches in the city with historical ties to this congregation. 
Discover how these churches’ architectural styles reveal the life and 

thought of our forebears in the faith. 
 

Date: Wednesday, July 15 
 

Time: 6:30 PM Mingle and Munch (light refreshments served) 

7-8:30 PM Discourse and Discussion 
8:30-9 PM Sweet Treat 

 

Location: Lovely Lane Museum at 2200 Saint Paul St. 

Entrance is on 22nd Street  

 

IN HONOR OF 

Owen Edward Armstrong 
William and Valerie Armstrong 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

 

John Treff 
Robert and Anne Seeger 

RESTORATION GIFTS 

CONGREGATION UPDATES 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
 

435 E 25TH STREET, 
BALTIMORE  21218  

PH: 410-889-3001 
 
 
 

The Drop-In-Center provides services 

starting with the morning meal from 8:30 
- 10:15 AM every day and continues until 

4 PM (Mon - Fri). Services 

include access to a phone, a chance 
to request clothes, time to take a warm 

shower, food vouchers to a local food 
pantry and assistance with applications 

for birth certificates or ID's. 
 

 

Your support 
makes a difference! 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN MINDS 
From the Lay Leader… 
 

In John 10: 1-10, Jesus describes himself as the gate to 

the sheepfold. He tells us that the sheep and true     
shepherd enter through the gate, while only thieves and     

bandits enter another way. 
 

At Lovely Lane, in echo of this, we open a door each 

week, and we station greeters outside that door to help 

people find the open door – the gate. In this way, we 
seem to live out the United Methodist Church’s motto, 

“Open Doors...” 
 

But we have many doors at Lovely Lane. Just off our east 
and south porches there are seven sets of doors that 

open into the sanctuary and chapel. We seldom open any 
other than the one we’ve always used. You may even 

have stopped noticing that they exist. 
 

But if we did open them all, a funny transformation would 
happen. The space from the pulpit right down to the 

street would flow freely as one open area. The difference 
between outside and inside would blur.  
 

Of course, we won’t do this. There’s too much noise     

outside. We’d lose our warm air in winter and let in the 
hot air in summer. We’d lose our security – anyone could 

wander in. Even thieves and bandits, come to take what 

belongs to us. 
 

Recently I was asked to join the Board of Trustees of the 

Baltimore-Washington Conference. One of the big issues 
facing the trustees these days is the issue of building 

ownership. In the United Methodist Church, and in other 

churches, there are some congregations who wish to 
leave the denomination. And they want to take “their” 

building with them. The denomination maintains that    
the buildings belong to the whole church, and that any 

congregation merely keeps the building In Trust for the 
Church. 

 

This is an issue that should resonate for us at Lovely 

Lane. Not that there’s any likelihood of our leaving the 
denomination which was founded at the Lovely Lane 

Meeting House. Even so, we might privately bristle at the 

thought that we do not own the building which we built, 
paid for, care for, and call home. 
 

But ringing even more loudly is a theme that we repeat  
on our tours; that we who worship here are merely the 

stewards of our historic building, and that we keep it open 

for the benefit of any and all who come. 
 

Also in John 10, Jesus says, “I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 

will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.” (John 10: 16) That’s an arresting thought. We 

know Jesus is the Good Shepherd – but do we know that 
he is not only our shepherd? That we must share him? 
 

How lucky we are at Lovely Lane. To worship in a place 

that reminds us that our church, our sheepfold, does not 
belong to us, does not even belong to The Church, but 

belongs to the shepherd. That the shepherd’s voice calls 
to all sheep – not only to those that belong to him. And 

that while the shepherd will lead his flock home at the 

end of the day, his first job is to lead them out… into the 
field. 
 

Those seven doors of Lovely Lane… they may be more 

symbolic than functional. But they remind us that the gate 
is meant to free people, not to contain them. That in 

times when it seems like doors are closing, and walls are 
going up, that Christ is the gate who allows us to go out 

among all the flocks and find pasture. 
 

 
Peace, 

John Strawbridge, 

LAY LEADER 

Sunday, July 5th   11 AM  
 

Celebrations continue at Lovely Lane, as we prepare to wel-
come new pastor, Rev. Travis Knoll and his family to this 

congregation. On his first Sunday as our appointed pastor, 
we will worship at 10 AM as we begin our summer schedule. 

Following the service we will have a pot luck lunch in Lovely 

lane hall. We need YOU to help set the table with your gift 
of food. 

Kamila Alexander is the co-ordinator for this event, so 
please use the information printed below to let her know 

how you can help. 
 

 Contact: 
Kamila Alexander 410-338-2666 

or kamila.anise@gmail.com  

We have the capability to 
receive donations on-line. 

From the Lovely Lane page (www.lovelylane.net)    

you can contribute to the general fund, donate to the 
Restoration Fund, or give your offering/pledge. 
 

Members with offering envelopes or a giving number 

can click on "Members Offering/Pledge" on our site. 
Look on the PayPal confirmation page for the blank to 

enter your envelope number. 
 

You can make a one-time offering or check the box 

"Make this recurring (Monthly)".  

You do not need to have a PayPal account to give on-
line (look for the line "Don't have a PayPal Account?" 

on the PayPal page). 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                  July-August 2015 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely . lane .bcs@gmai l .com  410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-2PM 

 

Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School 

    Worship  10 AM   
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

    Sundays 11 AM (following worship) 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

    Wednesdays 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

BLS Martial Arts 

    Saturdays 8 AM 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, July 3 
    Holiday, church office closed 
 

Wednesday, July 15 
    Class by Dr. Brannan in the museum, 7-8:30 PM 
 

Friday, July 17 
    University of MD, weekend mission retreat 
 

Wednesday, July 29 
    Lovely Lane Board of Trustees mtg, library, 7:30 PM 
 

 Saturday, August 1 
    Church-wide work day, 9 AM 
    Women of Distinction event, Lovely Lane hall, 11 AM 
 

Sunday, August 16 
    Mt St Mary’s, weeklong mission retreat  

 

 

Monday, September 7 
    Holiday, church office closed 
 
Ten AmeriCorps workers are living at Lovely Lane this 
summer for 8 weeks as they provide assistance at Paul’s 
Place through the week. Greet them as you see them and 
thank them for their efforts. 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

Sunday, July 5 - Sunday, September 6 
    Summer Sunday schedule 
    Worship  10 AM 
    Lemonade on the portico  11 AM 

    Guided tour 11 AM 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
 

435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218  
PH: 410-889-3001 

 

The Drop-In-Center provides services starting with the 

morning meal from 8:30 - 10:15 AM every day and con-
tinues until 4 PM (Mon - Fri). Services include access to a 

phone, a chance to request clothes, time to take a warm 

shower, food vouchers to a local food pantry and assis-
tance with applications for birth certificates or ID's. 
 

 

Your support makes a difference! 


