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In Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts 

on Faith, Ann Lamott relates a story told 
by her pastor. When she was about 
seven, her best friend got lost one day. 
The little girl ran up and down the 
streets of the big town where they 
lived, but she couldn’t find a single  
landmark. She was very frightened. 
Finally a policeman stopped to help her. 
He put her in the passenger seat of his 
car, and they drove around until she 
finally saw her church. She pointed it 
out to the policeman, then told him 
firmly, “You could let me out now. This 
is my church and I can always find my 
way from here.” 
 

Since the 1880’s when Lovely Lane was 

built as the centennial monument to 

Methodism, it has been a beacon of 
hope on the corner of 22nd and Saint 

Paul Streets. Even more than the 
magnificence of the structure, stories 

fill every corner and curve of the 

building that offer a strong foundation. 
So many people have gained great 

strength from this congregation as it 
has lived out the prayers offered and 

promises made through the years. 
 

We can find our way from here because 
the ancient gospel of the Lord has been 

proclaimed and the word of God has 
become the living word. We can find 

our way because the sacraments have 

been given so that all life is sacred. We 
can find our way because little children 

have learned to love God and have 
grown in the beauty of Christian grace 

and character. Through the years 
countless youth have come to worship, 

paused to pray and risen to serve. 

Multitudes have been refreshed in spirit, 
relieved from pain, redeemed from sin. 

Parents have presented their children 
for baptism; confirmands have deep-

ened that commitment and made it 

their own; brides and grooms have 

made life promises to one another; 
funerals have been held where the 

promise of resurrection to new life is 
declared. 
 

Our history is intact and is celebrated. 

The ongoing work, however, continues. 
It is never going to be enough to look 

back. Our faithfulness will be measured 
by the risks we take as we look to God 

who has entrusted us with this work. 
 

I am writing this on the 40th anniver-
sary of my ordination. Sixteen of those 

years have been at Lovely Lane. What a 
challenge! What an opportunity! What a 

joy! It is not possible or even necessary 

to recount those years in these para-
graphs. What matters to me is that for 

this leg of the journey we have been 
together. As such we have seen that 

being in worship is where the most 

powerful energies of the world are 
gathered and released. Hope is built in 

the heart; faith is made strong; love is 
nurtured and shared. This is a place to 

open imagination about life, about the 
possibilities for mission and ministry.  

We exist to bring the love of Christ to 

places and situations where there is no 
such presence or no effective presence. 
 

From The Message, Eugene Peterson 

translates Paul’s letter to Timothy: We 
can only keep on going, after all, by the 
power of God who first saved us and 
then called us to this holy work. We had 
nothing to do with it. It was all God’s 
idea…. I couldn’t be more sure of my 
ground - the One I’ve trusted in can 
take care of what he’s trusted me to do 
right to the end. 
 

I can find my way from here. Thank you 
for your prayers, your encouragement 

and your love. 
 

       Nancy 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
June  7  Craig Smith 

June 14 Sefi Abedoh 
June 21 John Strawbridge 

June 28 Michael Rouse 

 
  Greeters 

June  7  Susanna Maddox/Michael Rouse 

June 14 The Hines family 
June 21 Susan Preston/Craig Smith 

June 28 Aimee and Ken Delaney 

 

June 7 

    2nd after Pentecost 
 

I Samuel 8:4-20 
Psalm 138 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
 

June 14 

   3rd after Pentecost 

 

I Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 

2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Mark 4:26-34 

 

June 21 

   Anniversary Sunday 
 

I Samuel 17:32-49 
Psalm 9 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 
 

June 28 
   5th after Pentecost 
 

2 Samuel 1:1,17-27 
Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 
 

 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

RESTORATION GIFTS 
 

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

  June 7                  In honor of Hudson James Thibodeau 
                          at his baptism 
 

  June 14  In memory of   Beatrice Badders 
                             by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 
 

       June 21  In memory and in honor of   All Fathers 
                                          by Julia Henslee and Lenore Baier 
 

      June 28  In memory of Carol Bates 
                          by the Lovely Lane congregation 

 

Tower Lighting 
 

June  7                                              In honor of Betsy Fisk 
                                by her loving family 
 

June 14                                       In honor of Rev. Merlyn Cox 
                      by Nancy Nedwell 
 

June 21      In honor of Carol Curtis 
                                                                                  on her birthday 
 

June 28      In honor of the Lovely Lane congregation 
           with love and thanks, Nancy Nedwell 

 

In Memory of 
Virginia Seay Covington 

Jack Criswell 
Drusilla Rees 

 

Jesse and Beth Glasgow 
Linda Webb 

 

Dan and Irene Lichtenstein 
Cathy Dryden 

 

Maude Sauerhammer 
Linthicum Heights 

United Methodist Church 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
 

435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
     

The Drop-In-Center provides a morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15.  

every day of the week. Other services continue from 11:30 AM 

until 4 PM (Monday through Friday).  
 

Among other services, clients are given access to a phone to make 

important phone calls, given the chance to fill out a clothing form 
to request a bag of clothes, given the chance to take a warm 

shower, provided with food vouchers to a local food pantry, 

assisted with applications for birth certificates or ID's, assistance 
with completing paperwork, given bus tokens for documented ap-

pointments, and access to case management. Many clients just 
need someone who will listen to them… that can be the biggest 

service of all! 

Your support makes a difference! 

 

UPDATES 
 

Our prayers continue for Dolores Shaw. 

She is in a nursing facility. The hope 
and expectation is that she will be 

home when arrangements can be made 
for adequate help. She is making pro-

gress and appreciates your concern. 
 

Shirley Reckley continues her recovery 
from a an auto accident in which her 

back was broken in a couple of places. 
She is with her daughter, Brenda, for 

this recuperation. 
 

We remember Walter Jackson whose 
father died May 4th. Walter continues 

to serve the St. Matthew and Orange-

ville congregations in Baltimore City. 



 

OPEN MINDS 
From the Lay Leader… 
 

I just came for the tour. 
 

When I first came to Lovely Lane, I hadn’t been attending 
church regularly for a decade. I still belonged to the 

congregation near where I grew up, but it was just too far. 
So I’d fallen out of the habit – for habit it was. 
 

But my friend Susan and I had heard about the tour and 

museum at Lovely Lane and we decided to check it out one 
week. Just one week. 
 

That was seven years ago. 
 

Has it been seven years? Despite being the Lay Leader and 
a trustee, I still think of myself as the new kid. Even 

though there have been plenty of other new kids since.  

 

The same thing that made Susan and me think “I could go 
back there again” for that second week has kept lots of 

folks coming back week after week; at Lovely Lane, it’s 

never a matter of habit. 
 

At Lovely Lane we always say that no two weeks are ever 

the same. We may do the same things; worship, ministry, 
tours, repairs… but those things are never the same same 

things. Next month we will continue to be the same; a 

church, a congregation, a pastor… but not the same same. 
 

With Rev. Nedwell retiring at the end of June, I’m thinking 

back on those quick seven years… at least, the seven years 

that I can speak of. What could I say about the pastor who 
welcomed me back into active church life? 
 

I could talk about Nancy’s remarkable teaching. About 

how her sermons have an almost impossible balance of 
being scholarly and down-to-earth at the same time. 

Nancy is one of the most well-read pastors I’ve known, 
but equally adept at dropping in a quote from “Everybody 

Loves Raymond”. 
 

But that’s not really the thing that I think about most when 
I think about Rev. Nancy. 
 

There’s the extraordinary combination of skills she’s 

brought to Lovely Lane. Not only a good minister, she’s a 

successful fundraiser… a manager of our busy building and 
staff…  she’s digitized hundreds of years of hand-written 

records… fixed furniture, painted walls, cleaned bathrooms, 
trimmed bushes at Mt. Olivet, and learned more about 

steam heating than any pastor should expect to know. 
 

But that’s not it either. 
 

I could talk about the stalwart witness and disciple for 

Christ that Nancy has been. For me, as for many of you, 

Nancy has redefined my sense of being a Christian. No 
longer do I see it as a path to salvation, but as a journey of 

what you do after you have been saved. It is a pleasant 
duty, a mission that gives life focus. It is living with intent. 

It is costly love. 
 

But still, that’s not the first thing I think of. 
 

I think that the first thing I associate with Rev. Nancy’s 

ministry is this: that she has always acted like the new kid 

in town. 
 

Nancy has never once faced a week as if it were just an-

other week. Somehow, remarkably, Nancy has never grown 

tired or jaded in ministry. Even as she nears retirement, 
she is acting like it’s her first week on the job; finding new 

challenges and new surprises in her work. And the reason 
for this is simple: Nancy Nedwell honestly and deeply 

believes in this stuff. 
 

I’ve been fortunate to get to know Nancy “behind the 
scenes” at Lovely Lane. And I can tell you that she still 

gets excited about Advent. She still feels a chill on Easter 
morning. And more than that, she can believe that a third 

Sunday in September can be a transformative day. 
 

Nancy may be retiring, but I know that for her it does not 
mean an ending. Every day will be a new day. If we’ve 

learned anything, let us go and do likewise.  
 
 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge, LAY LEADER 

THE TOWER 

A Season of Celebrations! 
 

We have much to celebrate at Lovely Lane, as we prepare to honor retiring pastor Rev. Nancy 
Nedwell and welcome new pastor Rev. Travis Knoll and his family. Each of these events is Pot Luck, 

and we need YOU to help set the table with your gift of food. Note the contact person for each event. 

Sunday, June 7th 12 NOON 

This is Rev. Nedwell’s last Sunday in 
worship with us. We expect lots of 

“Home Folks” will attend. This will be 
an extended fellowship hour and a 

wonderful opportunity to offer our 

hospitality to those who are visiting. 
Contact: 

Diane Macklin Shindle 
703-966-7957 

or lunarmac@yahoo.com  

Sunday, July 5th 11 AM  

Let’s welcome Rev. Travis Knoll 
and his family into the Lovely 

Lane congregation on his first 
Sunday as our appointed pastor. 

We’ll worship at 10 AM as we 

begin our summer schedule. 
Contact: 

Kamila Alexander  
410-338-2666 

or kamila.anise@gmail.com  

Saturday, June 13th 4:30 - 7:30 PM LL Hall 

Join us for a CHURCH PICNIC themed casual 
social time celebrating Nancy’s ministry. Bring 

Mom’s coleslaw, Grand mom's potato salad, 
Grand dad’s hot wings.. any favorite easy food 

as we share fellowship, fun, and memories. 

Contact: 
Susan Allenback 410-534-0966 

seastar712@comcast.net 
Nancy Brannan 410-377-3390 

nancybrannan@verizon.net 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                            June 2015 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
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Sundays 

Worship,  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON 
 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  

weekly dances 
 

Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday, June 4 
    Imagination Lab - Man Alive, LL hall, 9 AM 
 

Saturday, June 6 
    Church-wide work day at Lovely Lane, 9 AM 

 

Tuesday, June 9 
    UMW, Annapolis East Cluster, tour, 11 AM 
 

Friday, June 12 
    Lab School ceremony, Lovely Lane hall, 1:30 PM 
 

Saturday, June 13 
    Picnic Potluck , Lovely Lane hall, 4:30 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, June 15 
    West River mission retreat overnight for week 
 

Friday, June 19 
    EYA, tour, 3:30 PM 

U of MD weekend mission retreat overnight 
 

Saturday, June 20 
UM Historical Society, museum, 9:30 AM    
AmeriCorp teachers arrive for summer work 

 

Monday, June 22 
    CHIPS, summer camp, 8-4 weekdays 
 

Sunday, June 28 
    Wesley Grove UMC, tour, 12 PM  
___________________________________________________ 

Sunday, July 5 
    Summer Sunday schedule begins      

    Worship  10 AM 
 

    Welcome event for Rev Knoll and family 11 AM 

 (see page 3) 
 

Guided tour 11 AM   

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 


