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The power and promise of Easter lead us to 
Pentecost before this month is finished. It 
seems to escape the notice of both church 
and culture, but this is the third biggest day 
of the Christian year. After Easter and 
Christmas, there is the Day of Pentecost.  
 

In John's story, which happens on Easter 
evening, the eleven disciples are locked in a 
house in Jerusalem. Their fear may well be 
suffocating. They’ve locked themselves in 
and no one else can let them out, since they 
are the only ones with the key. In the case 
of the frightened disciples, Jesus got in with-
out a key. Whatever he was made of by 
then, he did not need doors and windows 
anymore. He simply came, John says, and 
stood among them. "Peace be with you," he 
said. Then he showed them his ID - the 
wounds in his hands and his side - and 
peace was with them. The word became 
flesh once again. Then he did something 
eerie and mystical that none of them would 
ever forget. He commissioned them by 
breathing on them, opening his mouth and 
pouring what was inside of him into them so 
that their bangs blew and their eyelashes 
fluttered. 
 

God’s power and presence come to us in 
different ways. John Wesley, a priest of the 
Church of England in the 18th century, 
performed a faithful but cautious ministry. 
God’s Spirit put an end to that. Wesley 
joined some Moravian Christian brothers 
and sisters in prayer. Something happened 
to him in the experience. As he put it, "My 
heart was strangely warmed...." His heart 
was set afire in a new way with the very 
Spirit of God. His faith and imagination for 
the Gospel were ignited for a new beginning 
of ministry, a ministry of teaching and 
preaching, proclamation and service that 
extended throughout England and abroad, 
an ignition that introduced a new refor-
mation and awakening throughout English 
cities, towns and countryside. 
 

C.S. Lewis writes about his knowing Christ  
first hand. “When I was an undergraduate in  
 

 

Cambridge, if I were to say that Christ came 
to me, I should be using conventional words 
that would carry no precise meaning. For 
Christ comes to men and women in different 
ways. When I try to record the experience at 
that time, I use the imagery of the Vision of 
the Holy Grail. It seemed to me like that. 
There was, however, no sensible vision. 
There was just the room, with its shabby 
furniture and the fire burning in the grate, 
and the red shaded lamp on the table. But 
the room was filled by a presence that in a 
strange way was both about me and within 
me like a light or warmth. I was overwhelm-
ingly possessed by someone who was not 
myself. And yet, I felt more myself than ever 
before. I was filled with intense happiness 
and almost unbearable joy as I had never 
known before or never known since. And 
overall, there was a deep sense of peace 
and security and certainty.” This was Pente-
cost for C.S. Lewis. 
 

The experience of the fire of God's Spirit is 
not isolated to the greats of the Christian 
tradition. The Spirit is alive and active now, 
guiding, directing, renewing, advocating, 
re-making us in the very likeness of God. 
 

We can be ignited by the Spirit of God. We 
can be warmed up and set aflame by the 
Spirit of God.  
 

Nothing less will do for us as individuals or 
as the Christian Church today. While the 
accounts of Pentecost are lovely stories, we 
simply cannot keep them contained in the 
past. God's Spirit still works. The Holy Spirit, 
the breath of God, is at work, here and now. 
Through Scripture and prayers, through 
music and proclamation, through experi-
ence and relationships, God's holy breath 
challenges us, comforts us, scares us, clari-
fies things for us. The story of Pentecost 
tells us if we are open to breathing it in, if 
we dare to pray "Come, Holy Spirit," we will 
find our own lungs filled to the gills with a 
courage, a reserve of strength, a passion of 
faith we did not even know we had. If only 
we dare. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
 

May      3 Eleanor Packard 

May 10 Diane Shindle 
May 17 Lee Enos 

May 24 Sarah Scribner 

May 31 Cathy Dryden 
 

   

Greeters 
 

May      3 Marisa and Johnny Olszewski 

May 10 Aimee and Ken Delaney 

May 17 Carrie Harnick /      Emanuel Nixon 
May 24 Sharra Kelly / Robert Furbay 

May 31 Susan Allenback / John Strawbridge 

 

May 3 

   Easter 5 
 

Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22 

I John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

  

May 10 
   Easter 6 
 

Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 
I John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 
 

May 17 

   Ascension Sunday 
 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

 

May 24 
   Pentecost 
 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104 

Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

May 31 
   Trinity Sunday 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

RESTORATION GIFTS 
 

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Raymond Badders 
Nancy Nedwell 

 

Susannah Badders 

Nancy Nedwell 
 

Virginia Seay Covington 

Vic and Betts Covington 
Nancy Nedwell 
Dorothy Welzel 

Jim and Esther Wen 
Don and Linda West 

 

Pauline Gibson Piper 

by Nancy Nedwell 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

May  3               In memory of Wilton Shaw 

                by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

May 10  In memory and honor of all Mothers 
                by Lenore Baier and Julia Henslee 
  

May 17  In memory of my father, Robert S Noller 
                by Jackie Noller 
 

May 24  In memory of Virginia Seay Covington 

                by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

May 31  In honor of Allison Ford and Ryan Stoneburg 

                at their wedding 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

May  3    In honor of Betsy Fisk 

                by her loving family 
 

May 10   In memory of Ray and Susannah Badders 

                by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

May 17  In memory of Alice Shugars 
                by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

May 24  In honor of Xavier Cinqué Fuller 

                at his baptism 
 

May 31 In honor of Robert Furbay 

                on his birthday 

 

On April 12th, Nicholas 

Doucet received the sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism. Nick 

was born October 14, 2014 
and is the son of Meaghan 

Lynch and John Doucet.  
 

On April 26th Scott and Toni 
Armstrong presented their 

son, Owen, for baptism. He 

was born on December 23, 
2013 in California. Owen is 

the great-nephew of Susan 
and Mike Ford. We offer 

prayers for God’s 

continuing grace 
and peace for 

these families . 

The sympathy of the congregation is once again with the Badders family. 

A fatal car crash claimed the lives of Ray Badders and his daughter, 
Susannah, on March 21st. Susannah’s boyfriend, Jason Simpkins, also 

died from injuries incurred. We are deeply saddened by this loss and 
ask for prayers of strength and comfort for these families. Ray and 

Susannah were the son and granddaughter of Walter and Beatrice Badders. 
 

Virginia Seay Covington has died in Chestertown. Her death came on April 4th, 
2 months before her 100th birthday. We remember Virginia’s gracious spirit  

and her generous support of Lovely Lane and Manna House. Our prayers 
continue for Don and for their family. 



 

If you’re looking for a moving column, you’ve come 

to the right place. Because this month’s column is 

all about moving. As the unpredictable alignment 
of luck and planning would have it, I know four 

people who have all moved this month. So I’ve 
seen a lot of what it takes to move people. 
 

And what I’ve observed is that moving is a painful 

process. But not because of the labor of packing 
things up and carrying them with you. For every-

one I know who is moving this month – or any 
month – the real hard part is dealing with all the 

things that you don’t want to take. 
 

No matter how much better the place you’re mov-
ing to may be – better location, better size, better 

circumstance – moving is painful because you have 

to go through the process of separating yourself 
from a bunch of stuff that, at one time or another, 

you really wanted to hold on to but that is now 
weighing you down and taking up space. You can’t 

ever quite forget how you felt when you got the 

stuff… what you were thinking when you decided 
to keep the stuff. 
 

One thing we might have let go of this busy month 

is Easter. That would be a shame, because it’s one 
thing we need to keep with us. If we think of East-

er as the celebration of one day of resurrection, 
we’re missing a large part of the point. 

In our Christian calendar, Easter actually lasts for 
seven more weeks after Easter Sunday. What are 

we meant to be celebrating all this time? How long 

can we observe an empty tomb? 
 

Well, it turns out that emptiness really is what 

Easter is all about. For three hundred fifteen days 

a year, we are thankful for all that God has given 

us. But for these fifty days, we are thankful for all 
that He has taken away. 
 

In Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection, not just our 

sin has been taken from the place where we buried 
it. Lots of other things we’ve held onto but no 

longer need are gone as well. 
 

Fear is taken. Not just fear of death, but fear of 

“the worst that could happen.” What the disciples 

thought was the end of everything they’d been 
building, was really the beginning. 
 

Without fear, Hesitation is taken. Without hesita-

tion, Indecision is taken. Dependency is taken. 
Guilt is taken. Shame is taken. 
 

All the things that we’ve hidden away – no matter 

how big a rock we put them under – are gone. 
Easter has rolled away the stone and left the bury-

ing place empty. 
 

And with all these old broken things gone from the 
basement, we are free to move at last. To move on 

to that new place. That new challenge. That new 
opportunity. Because we have been given the 

greatest gift of all – the gift of taking away. 
 

So if you’re wondering what to do with fifty days of 
Easter the answer is to do as the risen Jesus said; 

“Do not be afraid, and go to Galilee.” 
 

Get moving. 
Peace, 

John Strawbridge 

LAY LEADER 

OPEN MINDS 

THE TOWER 

 

Annual Conference 2015 
 

The 231st Baltimore-Washington Conference 

annual session, held this year on May 28-30 at the 
Waterfront Marriott Hotel in Baltimore, is an opportunity 

for United Methodists from 631 churches in Washington, 

D.C., Maryland, the panhandle of West Virginia and 
Bermuda to gather for worship, fellowship, learning 

and holy conferencing as they conduct the business 
of the church. 
 

On Wednesday, May 27, a number of special events will 

be held, including the Clergy Executive Session from 2 to 
5 p.m., and the Laity Session from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Annual 

Conference is a series of sacred moments, presided over 

by Bishop Marcus Matthews.  

 

The mission project for this annual confer-

ence is making available children’s books 
for local schools. We will order books from 

Amazon to take to Conference for distribu-
tion. If you would like to donate to this 

effort, please make your check out to 

Lovely Lane and indicate “Books.” 
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To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 
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Sundays 

Adult Sunday School Class , library, 10 AM 

Worship, 11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, 12 PM 
 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  (weekly dances) 
 

Saturday 

Seidel Martial Arts, 8 AM 
1_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, May 2 
Work Day, 9 AM 
Shepherdstown UMC, tour, 10 AM 
Mantua UMC, tour, 11 AM 

 

Wednesday, May 6 
Mosaic event, Lovely Lane hall, 9 AM 

 

Friday, May 15 
St Paul’s UMC, tour, 3:15 PM 

 

Saturday, May 16 
Perry Hall UMC, tour, 12 NOON 

 

Monday, May 25 
Memorial Day, church office closed 

 

 

Wednesday, May 27 
Baltimore Lab School rehearsal, Lovely Lane hall 

 

Thursday, May 28 
Baltimore Lab School rehearsal, Lovely Lane hall 

 

Friday, May 29 
Ford-Stoneburg wedding rehearsal, sanctuary, 5 PM 

 

Saturday, May 30 
Ford-Stoneburg wedding, sanctuary, 3:30 PM  

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET,  BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
 

The Drop-In-Center provides services beginning with 

the morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15 AM daily and 
continues until 4 PM (Monday through Friday). 

  Our website <lovelylane.net> is your 

  source for on-line weekly and monthly 
  publications, as well as instant access 

  to the church calendar, links to the 
  Museum, Manna House and other 

  programs. Also see us on Facebook. 


