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Clint Tidwell is the pastor of a church in a 
small Southern town, and one of his bless-

ings - and one of his curses - is that the 80 

year old owner and still active editor of the 
local newspaper is a member of the his 

congregation. The blessing part is that this 
old journalist believes Tidwell to be one of 

the finest preachers around, and, wishing 
the whole town to benefit from this wisdom, 

he publishes a summary of Tidwell’s Sunday 

sermon every Monday in the paper. The 
curse part is that this newspaperman, 

though well-meaning, is a bit eccentric. 
Tidwell is often astonished to read some of 

the synopses of his sermons. The man owns 

the newspaper and nobody dares edit his 
columns. The difference between what 

Tidwell thought he said and what the editor 
actually heard is often a source of profound 

amazement and embarrassment to Tidwell. 
 

Tidwell’s deepest amazement and embar-
rassment, however, came not when the 

newspaper editor misunderstood a sermon, 
but, to the contrary, when he understood it 

all too sharply and clearly. It was early on 

the Monday morning after Easter, and 
Tidwell, in his bathrobe and slippers, was 

padding out the carport door to retrieve the 
morning paper lying at the end of the drive-

way. As Tidwell approached, he could see 

that the morning headline was in ‘second 
coming’ sized type. What could the big story 

be? Had war broken out somewhere? Had 
the local bank failed over the weekend? Had 

a cure for cancer been discovered? As he 
drew close enough to focus on the headline, 

he was startled to read the words, ‘Tidwell 

Claims Jesus Christ Rose From The Dead.’ 
 

A red flush crept up Tidwell’s neck. Yes, of 

course, he had claimed in yesterday’s ser-

mon that Christ rose from the dead, but 
golly, was that headline news? What would 

the neighbors think? I mean, you’re sup-
posed to say that on Easter, aren’t you, that 

Christ rose from the dead, but that’s not like  
 

 

saying that some person who died last 

week had risen from the grave, is it? Sud-
denly, as he looked at the screaming head-

line, what had been a routine Easter      

sermon had Tidwell facing the enormous 
power of such a message. This was no idle 

tale to be filed away; it was big print, front 
page news. 
 

Of all the mysteries our faith invites us to 

contemplate, the resurrection is by far the 
most astonishing. Not simply in the sense of 

being difficult to believe in a logical fashion. 
That, in a way, is the very point of it. The 

very idea of resurrection shatters all the 
categories of comprehension with which we 

make sense of our world. It draws us in-

stead into a reality that transcends present 
possibility. The wonder of the resurrection 

is not so much discovered in our shoulder-
shrugging acknowledgment of the power of 

God to effect the impossible. It is discov-

ered instead in our own capability, pried 
open by the sight of the empty tomb, to live 

into our most poignant longings, to dream 
our greatest dreams, and to hope with the 

full expansion of our hearts. We are met, at 

the far limits of our resources, with limit-
lessness. We are met at the gates of death 

with a fullness of life barely grasped by the 
wildest stretches of our imaginings. 
 

If we are going to be witnesses of the 

power of the resurrection, if this is headline 
news and not an idle tale, then we are go-

ing to have to spend some time and energy 
with the practicality of this faith business. 

From this Easter account we learn that if we 

want new life, new possibilities to be real to 
others, we must live the story. This may 

well be the hardest part of our task. But it 
was the living out of the Easter message 

that changed those first disciples’ lives. 
 

Resurrection became their story, their life. 
Now we stand side by side with witnesses 

of this ancient story and we find new life in 
our day. Easter blessings! 
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April 5 

   Easter Day 
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118 

I Corinthians 15:1-11 
Mark 16:1-8 

John 20:1-18 
  

April 12 
   Easter 2 

Acts 4:32-35 

Psalm 133 
I John 1:1-2:2 

John 20:19-31 
 

 
 

 
April 19 

   Easter 3 
Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

I John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

 

April 26 
   Easter 4 

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

I John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

RESTORATION GIFTS 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Estelle Kennedy Hutchins Tulloss 
J Carroll Tulloss 

 

Helen Clare Tulloss Pratt 
J Carroll Tulloss 

 

Helen Grafflin Tulloss 
J Carroll Tulloss 

 

William Brice Tulloss 
J Carroll Tulloss 

 

 

Ruth Baer 
Regina Baer 

 

Dick Arthur Fletcher 
Ruth Baer 

 

IN HONOR OF  
 

Greater Heights Confirmation 
Rev. Matt Evans 

 

Rev. Nancy Nedwell 
Henry and Linda Chen 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

  April       5     Lilies in memory and honor of Loved Ones  

 

  April 12    Lilies in memory and honor of Loved Ones 
     

  April 19    In memory of Mr and Mrs Milton Knapp 
  by their daughter, Sally J Knapp 

 

           April 26       In memory of Elsie Clark Krug 
                by her daughter, Dorothy B Krug   

   
 
 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

         April        5     In honor of Betsy Fisk 
            by her loving family 
         April 12        In honor of Nicholas James Doucet 
            at his baptism 

 

         April 19        In honor of Hopeland UMC 
            by the Lovely Lane congregation         

         April 26        In honor of Owen Edward Armstrong  
                                 at his baptism 

 

                   The Lovely Lane United Methodist 

                   Women invite you to visit the United  
                   Methodist Board of Child Care at  

                   3300 Gaither Road on Saturday, 

                   April 18 at 10 am. 
 

The Rev. Stacey E. Nickerson, Director of Church 

and Community Engagement, will speak about the 

work of the Board of Child Care. 
 

There will be a tour of the Sally Ransom 

Knecht Archives and Welcome Center and 

the campus. 
 

Carpooling can be arranged from Lovely Lane. 

Please let Eleanor Packard know if you plan 

to attend. 
 

717-993-2987  Cell 410-652-2339  jnpemp@gmail.com 

 

Congratulations to Diane Macklin and 

Robert Shindle on their wedding! 
The ceremony was held on 

March 23rd in Glenwood at 

the historic Union Chapel. 
Diane is a member of Lovely Lane and Rob 

is the Baltimore-Washington Conference 
Director of Archives and History. We offer 

our expressions of love and joy for them. 
 

On March 8th, Kieran Flaherty received the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism. He is the son 
of Brendan and Erin. Kieran was born 

 June 19, 2014. His brother and  
 sister, Ian and Fiona, participated 

 in the service. We offer prayers 

 for God’s continuing blessings. 



 

 

Tour Guides 
 

April   5 Mike Rouse 

April 12 Lenore Baier 

April 19 Carol Curtis 
April 26 Linda Webb 

 
 

  Greeters 
 

April   5 Angie / Dennis Ferguson 
April 12 Coates / Vitarelli family 

April 19 Nancy / Emora Brannan 
April 26 Abedoh / Enos family 

 

MANNA HOUSE  410-889-3001 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

The Drop-In-Center provides services beginning with a meal 

from 8:30 -10:15 AM every day. The Center continues from 

11:30 AM until 4 PM (Mon - Friday). Manna House serves an 
average of 176 men, women and  children every day. Clients 

are also able to make important phone calls, request clothes, 
take a warm shower. They are provided with food vouchers to 

a  food pantry, assisted with paperwork. They are given bus 

tokens for documented appointments and access to case  
management. Many clients just need someone who will listen 

to them... that can be the biggest service of them all! 

OPEN DOORS 

THE TOWER 

From the Lay Leader … 

One of the great joys we have at Lovely Lane is 
the opportunity to be a welcoming church; 

welcoming people home to the Mother Church. 
 

We welcome the many visitors and tour groups, 
the groups that come to stay in our building over-

night, the Baltimore Lab School, community 

groups… neighborhood associations… music and 
dance groups... and any number of family events 

that need a welcoming place to be. 

On occasion we are blessed to be able to        

welcome new folks into membership, and to    
welcome new souls, young and not-so-young,  

into the body of Christ through baptism. 

Least frequently of all do we have the pleasure of 

welcoming a new pastor to join that line of saints 
whose names literally surround us on the windows 

and plaques of the sanctuary; beginning with 
Francis Asbury, and continuing through John F. 

Goucher… Kenneth Rose… Emora Brannan… and 

including Rev. Nancy Nedwell. But now is just 
such a time. Our family is about to get a little   

larger as we welcome the next pastor of Lovely 
Lane, Baltimore City Station. 

Over the past few months, we have been talking 
about Lovely Lane. We’ve had conversations 

about our ministry, our calling as a family of faith, 
our place in our local and the larger community… 

about who we are and what God wants us to be. 
We’ve shared our thoughts and hopes – some in 

writing and some through conversations – with 

the Committee on Staff Parish-relations. And that 
committee has endeavored prayerfully to share 

those meditations with our Bishop, our District 
Superintendent, and the Cabinet as a part of the 

appointive system. 

They conferred and listened to what we had to 

say and for God’s voice. And they have responded 

in way that shows they really heard... And a short 
while ago Rev. Moore-Koikoi came back to speak 

with us, and to introduce to us someone that they 
believe in their hearts was being called to be in 

this place, at this time. 

Rev. Travis Knoll will begin his new responsibilities 

on July 1st of this year. Rev. Knoll will come to us 
from the Ebenezer-William Watters Parish in Fall-

ston, where they must say goodbye to a popular 

preacher. He is married to Sarah Knoll, and they 
have three sons; two in college and one in middle 

school. Previously he has served at Deer Creek in 
Forest Hill, St. Andrews in Hagerstown, and 

Wesley Freedom in Eldersburg. 
 

In our brief meeting, he shared with us the story 
of his life-long call to ministry, which he finally 

answered after many successful but unfulfilling 

years as a computer scientist working for NASA, 
among others. He tells us that he comes here   

not to shape Lovely Lane, but to encourage and 
enable us to be the congregation that we are 

called to be. 

We look forward to getting to know Travis and 

learning more about him and his family. But if you 
need to know only one thing about Rev. Knoll, 

know this: he says that he cannot believe that he 
is lucky enough to be  appointed to serve the 

Mother Church … a place that he thinks is like the 

first cathedral of Methodism. 

He also made it clear that he knows that he will 
have many years with us, but that right now is a 

time for us to be with Rev. Nancy, and celebrate 

her incredible ministry. It’s a good start: already, 
we couldn’t agree with him more. 
 

   Peace, 

   John Strawbridge 
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OUR MISSION                                                            April 2015 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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Sundays 

Adult Sunday School Class, library, 10 AM 

Worship  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, 12 PM 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  (weekly dances) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Thursday, April 2 

Maundy Thursday dinner, Lovely Lane hall, 6:30 PM 
 

Friday, April 3 
Good Friday service, sanctuary, 12 NOON 
Good Friday service, St Mark’s Lutheran, 7:30 PM 
 1900 St Paul Street 

 

Saturday, April 4 
Church-wide work day, 9-12 NOON 

 

Sunday, April 5 
First Service of Easter, sanctuary 6:30 am 
Easter breakfast, Lovely Lane hall, 7:30 am 
Festal Service of Easter, sanctuary, 11 am 

 

Monday, April 6 
Senior Box Office, tour 9:30 AM 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 8 
Streett Travel Company, tour, 3PM 
 

Saturday, April 11 
Trinity UMC, tour, 10 AM 

 

Friday, April 17 
Hopeland UMC, weekend retreat, 6 PM 

 

Saturday, April 18 
Lisbon, Pinegrove, Grace (Hummelstown), tour, 10 AM 
West Lawn UMC, tour, 11:30 AM 
 

Sunday, April 19 
Church Council, Lovely Lane hall, 12:30 PM 

 

Saturday, April 25 
Bethany UMC, tour, 11 AM 

 

Thursday, April 30 
Lab School event, Lovely Lane hall, 5:30 PM 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

Our website <lovelylane.net> is your source for on-line 

weekly and monthly publications, as well as instant access 
to the church calendar, links to the Museum, Manna House 

and other programs. 


