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As we look toward our Homecoming Sunday 

at Lovely Lane on November 2nd, I’m thinking 
about quilts. 
 

Maybe that connection strikes you as odd… it 

certainly did me, at first. But this month, so 
many things have turned my thoughts in this 

direction that I can’t ignore their significance. 
 

This month, we’ve been giving a lot of atten-
tion to one of the more unusual collections in 

the Lovely Lane Museum: the Baltimore 
Album Quilts. I don’t know much about 

quilting, and I never fully understood why 
they were part of our museum, except that 

many of these quilts were made by or for 

Methodist congregations. 
 

But then I thought about how quilts are 

made. Quilts are made from the scraps left 
over from the fine linens and the good cloth-

ing, or from old linens and worn out clothing 

that has been cast off. These oddly shaped 
and mismatched pieces are then put together 

in a new way… they are reborn into some-
thing both new and meaningful. That’s when 

it struck me – what better representation of 

our Church could there be? 
 

Christ built his church from such cast off 

scraps. From fishermen and farmers, tax-
collectors and sinners, the lame and the lep-

ers. From Galilee and Nazareth, from Judea, 

Cana and Samaria; he gathered the poor, the 
sick, the reviled and the ignored. And in 

these unpromising and ill-fitting rags, he saw 
the makings of something beautiful. John 

Wesley followed in this tradition, piecing to-

gether his ministry from miners and bar-
maids, street sweeps and chimney sweeps. 
 

Our United Methodist Church is not a Sunday 
suit, it is a crazy quilt. 
 

It also happened this month that I had the 

opportunity to celebrate another Homecom-
ing  – this one at Sharp Street Memorial. 
 

At this time they are celebrating both their  
 
 

 

own founding as a group torn off from the 

mother church, and also the founding of the 
Washington Conference – formed following 

the Civil War to provide for African American 
congregations and clergy. While we regret 

that such a separation ever came to be, we 

also rejoice that another cast off scrap came 
to have on its own voice and yet still be a 

part of the choir. 
 

This is the on-going miracle of our Church. 
That we continue to be contradictory things. 

We are separate, but we are part of one 
body. We are old, but we are a part of some-

thing new. We are cast off, yet we are gath-
ered together. We are scraps, yet we are the 

tailor’s pride. 
 

And perhaps it’s not merely chance that also 
this month I came across a listing of the 

bronze plaques which line the walls of our 
sanctuary. I was reminded of Dr. Goucher’s 

vision that these plaques, dedicated to peo-

ple significant in different pieces of a divided 
church, would bring together the tatters of a 

denomination whose fabric had been torn. 
These plaques are like the squares of a quilt. 

They each have a story, but put together 

they tell an even greater one. 
 

When we come together for Homecoming, 

we will remember that on November 6th of 
1887, our centennial monument building was 

dedicated. A building that combined a variety 

of old and new influences into a single vision. 
And if our building is a quilt in stone and 

metal and wood, then we who worship there 
are a quilt made from many backgrounds, 

many lives and many dreams. 
 

Jesus said “leave everything and follow me.” 
We celebrate being torn away, so that Christ 

could put us together. 
 

Peace, 
John Strawbridge 

LAY LEADER 

 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN MINDS 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

November 1 

   All Saints Day  
Revelation 7:9-17 
Psalm 34 

I John 3:1-3 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 

November 2 

   Homecoming 
Joshua 3:7-17 

Psalm 107 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

Matthew 23:1-12 
 

November 9 
   22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Psalm 78 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 
 

November 16 
   23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

November 23 

   Commitment Sunday 
   Christ the King 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

Matthew 25:31-46 
 

November 30 
   Advent 1 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm 80 
I Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 

 

Greeters 

Nov 2 Carol Curtis and John Hutchinson 
Nov 9 Betsy Fisk and Sally Knapp 

Nov 16 Aimee and Ken Delaney 

Nov 23 Linda Webb and Diane Macklin 
Nov 30 Emmanuel Nixon and Carrie Harnick 

 

Manna House 
Bull Roast 

 

Friday, November 21st  7-11 pm 
 

Rosedale Gardens 

8037 Philadelphia Road 
 

Entertainment by The Objections 
 

Tickets $45  
 

Duncan Hodge 410-448-1382 

or the church office 410-889-1512 

 

PRAYER VINE 
 

   If you would like to be added to 

the Lovely Lane prayer vine, 
call Sally Knapp 410-667-9514    
or e-mail  <sjk17@verizon.net >  
The greatest tragedy of life is not 

unanswered prayer, but unoffered 

prayer. Praying for others is a 
selfless act of charity.  F B Meyer 

Guides 

Nov 2 Carol Curtis 
Nov 9 Linda Webb 

Nov 16 Eleanor Packard 
Nov 23 Diane Macklin 

Nov 30 Lee Enos 

 

In Memory of 

Beth Glasgow 
 

Sharra Kelly 
Dorothy Krug 
Dolores Shaw 

Rainer and Bernice Von Saleski 
Linda Webb 

 

Rebecca Schaeffer 
Mary Stevens and Karl Yergey 

Nancy Nedwell 
 

Bettie Cramer 
Doris Phibbons 

RESTORATION GIFTS 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Nov  2  In memory of Kenneth Rose, Sr by JoAnn Wilson Rose 
 

Nov  9  In memory of Annabel Clark by Dorothy Krug 
 

Nov 16 In memory of Hattie Farmer Dryden by her daughter, Cathy Dryden 
 

Nov 23 In honor of Elizabeth Mae, 
                   daughter of Kristinae O’Laughlin and Nick Spurling 
 

Nov 30 In memory of Robert G Castadot by his wife, Jackie Noller 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

Nov  2  In memory of Stuart and Craig Reckley by their mother, Shirley Reckley 
 

Nov  9  In honor of Xavier Cinque, son of Kamila Alexander and Sam Fuller 
 

Nov 16 In honor of Nicholas James, son of Meghan Lynch and John Doucet 
 

Nov 23 In honor of My Fabulous Family by Betsy Fisk 
 

Nov 30 In honor of Margaret Lepore by Nancy Nedwell 

CONGREGATION UPDATES 

It  was wonderful to have Roger and 

Barbara Tinius with us in worship for 
four weeks. They live in Hawaii but 

had business and work in Baltimore 
for a month. 
 

We have babies! We announce the 

birth of three little folks. Elizabeth Mae 
was born on September 26 to Kristinae 

O’Laughlin and Nick Spurling. Jack and 

Marlene O’Laughlin are happy grand-
parents. On October 11 Sam Fuller and 

Kamila Alexander welcomed their son, 
Xavier Cinque. Three days later on 

October 14 Nicholas James was born 
to Meghan Lynch and John Doucet. 

He joins big brother, Tom. 
 

Lovely Lane is sad to lose Rebecca 
Schaeffer. She had some serious health 

issues that resulted in several recent 

stays in the hospital. She died at Johns 
Hopkins on October 14. Her graveside 

service was held at Cedar Hill Cemetery 
on October 17. We offer prayers for 

strength and consolation for her 

husband, Melvin.  



 

 

THE TOWER 

 

The UMW have identified several ways 

we can support the Board of Child Care 
(BCC) in our outreach ministry. 
 

Box Tops for Education 

In addition to soup labels, there are dozens of products 
carrying the “Box Tops for Education” tab. The BCC 

receives 10 cents for each top. Credit is turned into 

computer and recreational equipment in addition to many 
other items. The red collection can is on the window sill 

across from the church office. 
 

Graduation Gift Afghans/Quilts 
The recommended size is 70”x35” for a twin size bed. 

Praying for the recipient and his/her future should be part 
of the creation. 
 

Skateboard Parks 

These are being built at 3 of the facilities of the Board. 

The youngsters at these places are not free to go to other 
skateboard parks because of the need for supervision. 

The Conference Auxiliary has committed to raise $25,000 
for this purpose and welcomes donations. 
 

Prayer Shawls/Blankets 

These are needed particularly for the Unaccompanied 
Alien Children being cared for by the BCC while efforts are 

made to reunite them with their families. “Cuddly size” is 
the request. The small fleece blankets are fine. Please 

pray over the gift and include a prayer in the blanket. 

OPEN HEARTS 

 

FROM THE PASTOR-PARISH COMMITTEE 
 

As you have heard by now, our well-loved pastor, Rev. 
Nedwell, is retiring in June of next year. Even as we 

reconcile ourselves to her leaving, we are preparing 

to welcome a new pastor which the Bishop will appoint. 
As part of this process, the Pastor-Parish Relations Com-

mittee is asked to provide the Bishop with a Church Pro-
file to describe our congregation and our ministry.  
 

We want everyone in the Lovely Lane Family to have a 

chance to be heard in this process. So we are planning 
times to gather in small groups to talk and share our 

thoughts. The next opportunity will be on Sunday, 
November 9th at 12:30 PM in the library after worship. 

This is an informal chance to talk about what you think 

the Bishop needs to know about Lovely Lane. 

NOVEMBER 23  COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
Enclosed is a stewardship letter and pledge card for 2015. 
During worship on this Sunday we will bring our cards to 

recognize and express our gratitude as we place them on 
the altar. Our commitment remains firm to continue our 

faithfulness on this corner of 22nd and Saint Paul Streets. 

Manna House, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

who has dedicated its service to those who are homeless 
and/or low income in the Baltimore City area. Manna 

House started as handing out a bag of food to the poor 
and needy in the community and has blossomed into an 

organization which provides all around services and acts 

as an advocate for the homeless/needy in the area. 
 

In response to people knocking on church doors asking for 

food, the soup kitchen organized by the Midtown Churches 

Association was opened in 1973. At first, canned food was 
distributed but after some time the homeless/needy in 

that area pointed out that they had no way to cook or 
heat the food. This led to the creation of the soup kitchen.  

Upon the receipt of a grant in 1986 from Hands Across 
America, the Soup Plus Advocacy program was created.  
 

In 1989 the Soup Kitchen and administrative offices 

moved to the current location. With changing times and 
involvement of the community, it was decided that the 

name chosen for the organization should better reflect the 

care and commitment to the population it serves. In 1994 
the organization became known as Manna House. 
 

In 2000, the house next to Manna House was generously 

donated to Manna House with the express purpose that 
this building be used to increase the ability to assist cli-

ents. This prompted Manna House to be a Drop-In Center 
as well as a soup kitchen in the morning. Through the re-

ceipt of several grants, the renovation was done to add 

the additional space. Through this expansion the following 
areas were created: a larger dining room, a clothing room, 

a meeting room, a hospitality room, showers for clients, 
laundry room, an elevator and a sprinkler system. In 2005 

the work was completed and additional services began. 
 

The Manna House Men's Health Project is a partnership 
with Baltimore City Health Department, Health Disparities 

Initiative that is using the "barber shop engagement" ap-
proach, which demonstrated that barbershops are 

uniquely positioned for health outreach to African Ameri-

can men. Community Health Outreach Workers (CHOW) 
engage underserved minority men waiting for services at 

the barber shops, assess their health needs, assist them 
in obtaining valid identification documents, enroll them 

in a health care insurance program as needed, connect 

them to a health care provider, make needed referrals 
and provide transportation to and from appointments. 
 

Lovely Lane is a partner church with Manna 

House, providing support throughout the year. 
A special offering is received each week during 

Advent. Please note the information about the 
Bull Roast on page 2. It is a major fundraiser 

for the Manna House programs. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

   Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM    Worship  11 AM 
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays following worship 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Seidel Marital Arts, 

Saturdays, 8 AM 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, November 1 

Church-wide work day, 9 AM  
 

Tuesdays, November 4 

Shawgo basketball, gym, 5:45 PM 
 

Thursday, November 6-8 

Cherry Hill East weekend retreat 
 

Friday, November 7 

Loyola-Blakefield Art class, tour, 9 AM 
 

Sunday, November 9 

Church Profile conversation, library, 12:30 PM 
 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, November 12, 13, 19, 20 

Mother Seaton Academy, gym, 5 pm 

Saturday, November 15 

Clark’s Green UMC tour, 10 AM 
Damascus UMC, tour, 1:30 PM 

 

Sunday, November 23 

Decorating for Advent, 12:30 PM 
 

Monday, November 24 

Old Goucher Community Assn, 7 PM 
 

Thursday, Friday, November 27-28 

   Holiday, Church office closed  

 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

  ALTAR FLOWERS AND TOWER LIGHTING 
 

There are open dates available to honor some-

one’s anniversary, birthday or special event. 
Flowers grace the altar each Sunday. We are 

using new silk arrangements as well as having 
fresh flowers. The church tower is lighted for 

the week. These are vibrant expressions of 
honor and remembrance. 
 

The cost for providing fresh flowers is $60, 

sponsoring the silk flowers is $25 and lighting 
the tower is $30. Call the church office 

(410-889-1512) if you would like to remember 
someone this way.  

November 2 

Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
ends. 


