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Craig Schaub writes, "We celebrate World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of October 

as a recollection of the universal church gathered at the table in celebration of the presence of 
Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. When we gather, we celebrate a number of core 

components that the ecumenical community agrees are made known in the Eucharist. Holy 
Communion is an act of God's grace. It is an act of thanks for all God has done in creating 

and saving. It is an act of remembering the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit who prompts our remembering, our thanking, and our hoping. 
It is a family meal of nourishment, justice-seeking, and inclusion. This act that makes visible 

our future hope with God and all of God's people." 
 

What beautiful and helpful words! The whole church coming to the table as one - a powerful 

image. Each one loved and valued and accepted. I read about a large family and the evening 

meal they shared. One of the children, now an adult said, There were eleven of us around that 
table every night, and no matter how late my father came home from work, my mom always 
managed to have a delicious, hot meal prepared for us. It was really amazing, when I look 
back on it. My parents often talked about the family business at supper, and we kids mostly 
ate. But at some point my dad would go around and ask each one of us, "How was your day?" 
At other times, without warning, maybe when he was quietly eating and appearing to be very, 
very serious, he would say, slowly, "Everyone who is glad we have…Libby, raise your hand." 
Another time, it would be, "Everyone who is glad we have…Jake, raise your hand." And each 
one of us, all of us, every time, would raise our hands, partly because we were probably glad 
we had that sibling, but also because we wanted everyone to raise a hand when Dad said our 
name. Sooner or later, our turn always came. What a way to think about the whole church, all 

the churches around the world remembering one another and thanking God for every single 

one gathered around the table, each one loved, valued and accepted - then moving from the 
gathered community to the scattered community, our everyday life. Communion is that oppor-

tunity to join with God's family - past, present, and future in an act of fellowship that spans 
time and space. Sharing with this larger family, we see responsibilities to sisters and brothers 

who are broken, lost, marginalized, and rejected. This is not easy. 
 

We live out this challenge as an expression of our faith. The scriptures guide us. The disciples 
are more like us than we realize. They are willing to do what is reasonable and even excep-

tional to follow Jesus. They have left their homes and their jobs and their families to travel with 
their Master, but now Jesus begins to ask impossible tasks and they don't know how to do 

them. As a matter of fact, they know they can't do them. These followers seem to have 

grasped the difficulty of what Jesus is teaching and plead with him: "Increase our faith!" Jesus 
replies rather obliquely, "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you." Faith isn’t about 
capacity; it is an orientation. Faith is beyond measurement. You’ve got it or you don’t, Jesus 

goes on to suggest.  
 

When they come to this brick wall, they want Jesus to wave some magic wand. They want him 
to give them some superhuman powers to do what they know in their hearts cannot be done. 

They want some blueprint - some clear manual that offers seven steps for being a disciple. In 
short, they want to be transformed, but they don't really believe they can. They have become 

so accustomed to seeing their world as it is that they cannot imagine the world as God wants it 

to be. The disciples want a diagram for getting from point A to point B, but they don't get one. 
Faith isn't a game plan for solving our problems, nor is faith understanding why things are the 

way they are. At the end of the day, faith isn't about answers. Faith is about the love of God 
through Jesus Christ. Faith is about being grasped by Jesus so that you know in your heart and 

bones that your life and his life and the life of the world are mixed together. We are one. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

 Guides 
 

Oct  5  Sefi Abedoh 
Oct 12 John Strawbridge  

Oct 19 Cathy Dryden  

Oct 26 Michael Rouse  

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

Greeters 
 

Oct  5  Aimee and Ken Delaney 
Oct 12 Cathy Dryden / 

              and Dean Uhler 

Oct 19 Elizabeth, Sean 
  Liam and Owen Hines 

Oct 26 Greg Coates 
              and Kathy Vitarelli 

 

October 5 

 World Communion Sunday 
Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20 

Psalm 19 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 
 

October 12 
 18th after Pentecost 

Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm106 
Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 19 
 19th after Pentecost 

Exodus 33:12-23 
Psalm 99 

I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 
 

October 26 

 20th after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Psalm 90 

I Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46  

  

 

 

In Memory of 

Col. David W Arnett, II 
Eleanor Packard 

 

In Memory of 

Beth Glasgow 
 

Louis and Laura Coleman 
Nancy Nedwell 

 

In Honor of  

Emora Brannan 
Wesley and Sarah Gilbert 

 

In Honor of  

Eleanor Packard 
Sharon Arnett 

Stanley and Patricia Mayers 
Douglas and Janet Dorer 

Thelma Peacher 

RESTORATION GIFTS CONGREGATION UPDATES 

 

With deep sadness at our loss, we 

offer sympathy to the family and 
the wide circle of friends of Beth 

Glasgow. Beth moved to Santa Fe 
in April to be near her son, Chris. 

She was able to spend time as well 

with Jeff, her son who lives in The Hague, 
when he visited in August. 

 

Beth and Jesse joined Lovely Lane in 1953 

and served the congregation in many 
areas. There will be a memorial service 

in the near future as we remember 
Beth’s gracious and gentle devotion.  

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Oct  5  In memory of Rev. John Mote  
             by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

Oct 12 In memory of   Beth Glasgow 
             by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

Oct 19 In memory of Elsie Clark Krug 
             by her daughter, Dorothy Krug 
 

Oct 26 In memory of Deborah Bailey 
             by the Lovely Lane congregation 
                       

Tower Lighting 
 

Oct  5  In honor of Ernest Custis 
            by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

Oct 12 In honor of Frank VanLandingham 
             by Nancy Nedwell 
 

Oct 19 In honor of Melvin Schaefer 
             on his birthday 
 

Oct 26 In memory of Tony Williamson 
by Nancy Nedwell 

 

November 2 
Daylight Savings Time ends.  

 

  

Manna House Bull Roast 
 

Friday, November 21st 
 7:00 PM until 11:00 PM 

 

Rosedale Gardens, 

8037 Philadelphia Road 
 
 
 

 
 

Featuring entertainment 

by The Objections 
 

Tickets $45  
 

Duncan Hodge 410-448-1382 
or the church office 410-889-1512 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 

The morning meal is served every day from 8:30 to 

10:15 AM. The Drop-In Center continues from 11:30 
AM until 4 PM (Monday through Friday).  

 

Staples: sugar, coffee, rice, pasta/sauce 

Hygiene items: toothbrush/paste, deodorant, shampoo, 
lotion, shaving cream/razors, towels, washcloths 

 
 
 
 

Funds are needed for operational expenses. 
             

Your support is needed and appreciated. 



 

 

   ALTAR FLOWERS AND TOWER LIGHTING 
 

There are open dates available as a way to honor 
someone’s anniversary, birthday or special event. 

Flowers grace the altar each Sunday. We are using 

new silk arrangements as well as having fresh 
flowers for the altar. 
 

The church tower is lighted for the week. These are vibrant 
expressions of honor and remembrance. The cost for providing 

fresh flowers is $65, sponsoring the silk flowers is $25 and 

lighting the tower is $30. Call the church office (410-889-1512) 
if you would like to remember someone this way.  

THE TOWER 

OPEN MINDS 
 

From the Lay Leader 
 

In the Bible, there is a ring of stone. 

It is small, but it is deep. It is a gathering place. A place 

where stories are told, news is exchanged and people 

catch up on each other’s lives. It is a place of rest, but also 
a place of necessity – a place the people must visit each 

day to get what they need. 

The simple water well is a powerful connecting theme in 

the Bible. A circle – with no beginning and no end – it is 
the center and source of life. Villages were built around 

wells. And roads were established to connect one well to 
another, so that travelers would always have a source of 

water. 

Abraham digs many wells, which the Philistines later fill 

with earth. His son, Isaac, reestablishes those wells and 
many others besides. Isaac meets Rebekah at the well. 

Their son Jacob meets Rachel at the well. He rolls away 

the stone so that the sheep may receive water, and from 
this moment springs the lineage of Israel. 

When Moses flees Pharaoh, he finds respite at the well in 

Midian. David longs for water from the well of Bethlehem. 

And it is while resting beside the well that Jesus meets the 
woman of Samaria and tells her that he offers the living 

water. 

And though Jesus’ encounter at the well of Jacob brings a 

story full circle, Jesus begins a new and different story – 
that all who drink living water will never be thirsty again. 
 

 

A well is a landmark; unmoving, but ever running. A well is 

open to all, but you must go to it. Everyone drinks from 
the same well, but no two people have the same drink. 

In our lives, there is a ring of stone. 

Like the wells of the Bible, our ring of stone is a gathering 
place… a sharing place… a connecting place. It is the place 

around which we built our community, and it is a welcom-

ing stop for weary travelers. 

It is a place where we drink from the living water… water 
that flowed before we arrived and which will continue after 

we have moved on. We all draw from the same source – 

but no two of us have the same cup. 

In this year of our lives at the well, we are seeing some of 
our brothers and sisters leave. And in this year, we are 

seeing others arrive. Regardless of who is gathered at the 

well, the water keeps flowing. We are quick to offer a drink 
to those who arrive, just as it was offered to us when we 

first sat down. 

At Lovely Lane’s Charge Conference this year, we were 

tasked by the Bishop with being God’s presence in our 
community.  What better way to be the presence of God, 

than to be The Well of God? 

We have the ring of stone. We have the living water, and 

we are ready to serve. We need only to gather the flock. 

Peace, 
John Strawbridge 

LAY LEADER 

PRAYER VINE 
 

Sally Knapp 410-667-9514          Carol Curtis 410-377-0695 
 

As petitions for prayers are received, these requests are passed 
on to those who include these joys and concerns in their prayers. 

If you would like to participate in this ministry, please contact 

Sally or Carol at the above phone numbers. To be included 
via e-mail, contact Sally at <sjk17@verizon.net> 

 

FROM THE PASTOR-PARISH COMMITTEE 
 

As you have heard by now, our well-loved 
Pastor, Rev. Nedwell, is retiring in June of next 

year.  Even as we reconcile ourselves to her 

leaving, we are preparing ourselves to welcome 
a new pastor which the Bishop will appoint. As 

part of this process, the Pastor-Parish Relations 
Committee is asked to provide the Bishop with a 

Church Profile to describe our congregation and 

our ministry.  
 

We want everyone in the Lovely Lane Family to 

have a chance to be heard in this process. So we 
are planning opportunities to gather in small 

groups to talk and share our thoughts. Please 

join us either Sunday, October 26th or Sunday, 
November 9th at 12:30 PM in the Library after 

worship, for an informal chance to talk about 
what you think the Bishop needs to know about 

Lovely Lane. 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                       October 2014 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

   lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule  

   Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM    Worship  11 AM 
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays following worship 
 

Play Baltimore 

Tuesdays 6 pm 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Martial Arts class 

Saturdays 8 AM   
 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sunday, October 5 
    Foundry UMC in worship and on tour, 11 AM 
 

Friday, October 11 
Baltimore Lab School assembly, 10 AM 

 

Monday, October 13 
    Holiday, Church office closed 
     

 

 

Sunday, October 19 
    Church Council, Lovely Lane hall, 12:30 PM 
 

Monday, October 27 
    Old Goucher Community Assn., 7 PM 
 

Wednesday, Thursday, October 29, 30 
Baltimore Lab School rehearsal, 10 AM 
 

Friday, October 31 
Baltimore Lab School festival, 10 AM 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

PATHWAYS TUTORING PROGRAM 
 

It's that time of year when school's getting started, and 
Pathways is too. This tutoring program will be Monday 

afternoons like last year.  
 

We're need chaperons who will ride the 
bus with area students to Towson UMC. 

Several members of the congregation 

have participated in this outreach 
program. Please call the church office 

to indicate your availability. 


