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Alice Thompson lived with her parents in rural 

southern Illinois. Besides a house and a tool 
shed, the other building on their small acreage 

was a chicken coop where the egg-laying hens 
roosted. When Alice found some matches, she 

took them into the chicken coop to see if she 
could figure out how to strike one. She did fig-

ure it out, and held the burning wooden match-
stick until it got too hot, then dropped it. In-

stead of burning out, the bit of flame fell on a 

piece of straw, which came alive with fire. 
 

Determined that no one learn about the 

matches, Alice covered up the flame with read-
ily available material - a handful of straw. For a 

minute, it seemed to work, but then the pile 
began to smolder. She decided to smother the 

whole thing, so she scooped up a full armload 

of straw to bury the evidence once and for all. 
Satisfied that she had finally taken care of the 

matter, she ran out into the yard to play. Soon 
the chicken coop had burned to the ground. 
 

The high priest saw a fire starting and wanted 
to get it under control. Burying Jesus seemed 

like the best solution. If he were done with 

Jesus, then he would be done with civil unrest 
and done with excited crowds. He could get 

back to the story of his life - with the high priest 
as the central religious figure, the true keeper 

of God. He had a demanding job. Besides man-
aging the temple, he had Rome to consider. 

The whole Jesus flap created the kind of distur-
bance that might bother the emperor. 
 

Disappointingly, the death of Jesus only yielded 

three days of calm before the disciples came 
out of hiding claiming that he was raised to new 

life. By Pentecost the flames were beginning to 
roar. As the high priest’s frustration escalated, 

so did his attempts to deter Jesus’ disciples 

from teaching, healing and preaching. 
 

The promise of Pentecost is that every person 

has the opportunity to be ignited by the Spirit 
for a deeper expression of belief and a more 

powerful expression of Christian living. It didn’t 
just happen once, a long, long time ago. There 

are, in the Acts of the Apostles, multiple Pente-

costs; multiple times when the Spirit is poured 
out, amazing things happen, and people come 

to faith. It doesn’t stop in Acts. There are many 

episodes in the Church’s history that we might 

also name another Pentecost. The flourishing of 
the monastic communities in the middle ages, 

the Reformation, the revivals of the first and 
second Great Awakenings in North America and 

more are all examples. Perhaps the heightened 
appreciation of and hunger for the divine in our 

own age is a potential Pentecost in the making. 
 

The experience of the fire of God's Spirit also 
burns in people who lead a much more regular 

existence in their living and believing. I have 
seen the fire of the Holy Spirit in you, in people 

who have made decisions to change their lives 
in major ways, who have taken bold new steps 

in commitment and generosity, who have dis-

covered the capacity for service and caring 
deep inside of them. The Spirit is alive, active, 

guiding, inspiring, renewing, advocating, 
re-making us into the very likeness of God. 
 

The power of the Holy Spirit is unleashed in our 
world. There may be some who want protection 

from such a force when it looks like the Spirit is 

about to start coming down with wind and with 
fire. “Only a fool would pray for the Holy Spirit,” 

says Alan Jones, former dean of the Grace Ca-
thedral. “Only fools for Christ do,” he goes on, 

suggesting that the Spirit is most present at 
three open spaces in our lives: “In the unpre-

dictable, in the place of risk and in those areas 
over which we have no control.” Which is where 

the disciples were and where we are, more 

times than we would like to admit - not only as 
individuals but also as members of this body 

that was born two thousand years ago. It is no 
crime to pray for the gentle Spirit at such times 

- to ask God to restore predictability, to remove 
us from risk, to give us back the comfortable 

illusion of control that helps us sleep at night. 
 

But Pentecost is our reminder that there is an-
other side to God’s Spirit - one that can set us 

on fire, transform our lives, turn the world up-
side down. It is not predictable. It is very risky 

and beyond our control, but we put ourselves in 
the hands of God. We trust the God who once 

breathed fire into the lives of the people in 

Jerusalem as they waited for him as they had 
been instructed. The day of Pentecost came 

and still comes. Let Pentecost happen to us. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
June  1  Linda Webb 

June  8  Eleanor Packard 
June 15 Leticia Enos 

June 22 Sarah Scribner 
June 29 Lenore Baier 

 

  Greeters 

June  1 Susan Allenback/John Strawbridge 

June  8 Elizabeth, Sean, Liam, Owen Hines 
June 15 Cathy Dryden and Dean Uhler 

June 22 The Coates/Vitarelli family 

June 29 Betsy Fisk and Sally Knapp 

 

June 1 

    Ascension Sunday 
 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 

June 8 

   Pentecost 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104 

I Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 7:37-39 

 

June 15 

   Trinity Sunday 
 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 22 
   2nd after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 86 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 
 

June 29 
   3rd after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 22:1-14 
Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

RESTORATION GIFTS 
 

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

  June  1                  In memory of Richard Wilson Rose 
                          by JoAnn Wilson Rose 
  June  8  In memory of   Alice Shugars 

                                          by the Lovely Lane congregation 
       June 15  In memory and in honor of   All Fathers 

                                          by Julia Henslee and Lenore Baier 
      June 22  In memory of Carol Bates 

                          by the Lovely Lane congregation 
  June 29         In memory of John S. Settle and Alice B. Settle 
    from a memorial fund by Dr. George M. Settle                      

Tower Lighting 
 

June  1                                              In loving memory of my dad, Robert Macklin  

                                by his daughter, Diane Macklin 
June  8                                                      In honor of 2014 UMC Confirmation Classes 
                      by the Lovely Lane congregation  

June 15      In honor of Cortney Lollar and Josh Barnette 
   by Nancy Nedwell 
June 22      In honor of Carol Curtis 

           for her birthday 
June 29      In honor of Shirley Reckley 

                                  on her birthday 

 

In Memory of 
Michael John Bradley 

by Janet Williman 
 

Jacob Bradley Simmer 
by Janet Williman 

 
In Honor of 
Lenore Baier 

by Wayne and Anne Simpson 
 

2014 Confirmation Class 
by John Wesley UMC 

Hagerstown MD 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Lovely Lane offers best wishes to 
Martin Enos and Hannah Coates 

upon their graduations. Martin has 
graduated from the University of 

Maryland and is pursuing options for work. 
 

Hannah is graduating from Mercy High School 
and is looking forward to studies at York 

College of Pennsylvania. 
 

We are proud of these young people and offer 
congratulations as they take their next steps. 

 

FIELD TRIP 

Barratt’s Chapel was built in 1780 on land donated by Philip 
Barratt, a prominent political figure in Kent County, Dela-

ware. He had become a Methodist and wanted to build a 
center for the growing Methodist movement in Delaware.  
 

The structure is the oldest surviving church building in the 

United States built by and for Methodists.  
 

 

The Lovely Lane Church Council would like 

to sponsor a trip there on August 23rd. 

Check your calendar for your availability. 
More details to follow. 



 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218                     410-889-3001 

     

The Drop-In-Center provides a morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15 AM every day of the week.  Other services 
continue from 11:30 AM until 4 PM (Monday through Friday).  
 

Among other services, clients are given access to a phone to make important phone 

calls, given the chance to fill out a clothing form to request a bag of clothes, given the 
chance to take a warm shower, provided with food vouchers to a local food pantry, 

assisted with applications for birth certificates or ID's, assistance with completing 
paperwork, given bus tokens for documented appointments, and access to case 

management. Many clients just need someone who will listen to them… 

that can be the biggest service of all! 
 

Your support makes a difference! 

OPEN MINDS 
From the Lay Leader… 
A few weeks ago, the earth moved near Lovely Lane. 
Four blocks north of our building, the hillside abutting 

26th street, under assault from a seemingly relentless 
rain, gave way and slid down onto the railroad tracks 

– taking with it a good piece of road and a line of 

parked cars. 
 

Sometimes, we learned, it’s not enough to have a 

good foundation. There must be ongoing maintenance 
and supervision. 
 

Of course, the blame began to be thrown around 

even before the emergency vehicles could arrive. 
The residents said the railroad company had been 

neglectful in maintenance. The railroad company said 
the city had been lax in supervision. The city said the 

residents had never spoken up. 
 

Like a wobbly table, it only takes one broken leg to 
cause a complete failure, while it takes all three to 

create proper support. It doesn’t seem fair. Shouldn’t 

best two out of three be enough for a win? But the 
world doesn’t operate according to our human ideas 

of good enough. There exists a higher order of law 
that applies the same at all times and all places. 

What could be fairer than that? 
 

As people of faith, we talk a lot about a good 
foundation. Our church is built on the rock, and our 

faith stands on tradition. But what happens when a 
seemingly relentless downpour assaults our 

foundation? What happens when science challenges 

scripture? What happens when evil triumphs over 
doctrinally true people? 
 

We could wait for the failure, and then throw blame 
around, but we are provided with the means to avoid 

this fate. Our faith stands on three solid legs: the Holy 

Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Creator, Christ 
and Breath of life. 
 

If you study scholarly writing on the Trinity, you’ll 

likely come across debate and deliberation about how 

best to describe what is called a divine contradiction; 
how can something be both one thing and three 

things at the same time. This puzzles me. Not be-
cause it seems so difficult to resolve the conflict, but 

because it seems so easy. We are each a three-in-

one. We are all made up of a mind, a body, and a 
vitality (or life… spirit). In other words – we are made 

in God’s image. 
 

We are parents, children, and self… all at once. We 

are the sum of our past, the potential of our future, 

and the embodiment of our present. This is the way 
the world is made. It is the way we are made. So why 

is it that, so often, our faith lives are one-legged? 
 

Do we put all our faith into… just faith? It sounds like 

a funny thing for a Lay Leader to say, but faith is not 

enough. But I only say this because God has made it 
clear: he gave us minds and bodies as well. How 

injurious to God to neglect one- or two-thirds of our 
holy selves in the pursuit of God’s work. How destined 

to failure. 
 

Let us bring our minds to bear – don’t worry, your 
faith can take it. We have many doctors and scientists 

in our church and our ministries. Thoughtfulness is 
not an obstacle to faith – it is a pathway. 
 

Let us use our bodies – our hands and feet, our voices 

– to take our ministry out of the theoretical and into 
the practical. A faith that is not a part of the material 

world… never put into action… is useless and weak. 
 

Unless we stand on all our props, our foundation, 
however solid, will fail. But God has given us the tools 

to keep our faith solid and even build upon it. Let us 
be holy people of God, but let us also be wholly  

people of God; minds, bodies, and spirits. 
 

 
Peace, 

John Strawbridge, LAY LEADER 

THE TOWER 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                            June 2014 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

 

Sundays 

Adult Sunday School Class, library, 10 AM 

Worship,  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON 
 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  

weekly dances 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, June 3 
    Lab School, Awards Ceremony, LL hall, NOON 
 

Saturday, June 7 
    Church-wide work day at Lovely Lane, 9 AM 

 

Monday, June 9 
    Heritage Tours, 11 AM 
 

Tuesday, June 10 
    St Paul UMC, tour, NOON 
 

Saturday, June 21 
    Annual Meeting of the UM Historical Society, 
    Sharp Street UMC, 9:30 AM 
    Registration due June 6, call church office 
 

 

Sunday, June 22 
    Anniversary Sunday 
 

Sunday, June 29 
    Community UMC in Crofton, 
    weeklong mission retreat 
 

Monday, June 30 
    Old Goucher Community Association, 7 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, July 6 
    Summer Sunday schedule begins 
 

    Adult Sunday School Class  9 AM  

 

    Worship  10 AM 
 

    Lemonade on the portico  11 AM  

 

    Guided tour 11 AM   

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 


