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Frederick Buechner writes: In many cultures 
there is an ancient custom of giving a tenth of 
each year’s income to some holy use. For 
Christians, to observe the forty days of Lent is 
to do the same thing with roughly a tenth of 
each year’s days. After being baptized by John 
in the river Jordan, Jesus went off alone into 
the wilderness where he spent forty days ask-
ing himself the question what it means to be 
Jesus. During Lent, Christians are supposed to 
ask one way or another what it means to be 
themselves. When you look at your face in the 
mirror, what do you see in it that you most like 
and what do you see in it that you most de-
plore? Is there any person in the world, or any 
cause, that if circumstances called for it, you 
would be willing to die for? If this were the last 
day of your life, what would you do with it? 
What message would you leave for those you 
love most? 
 

To hear yourself try to answer questions like 
these is to begin to hear something not only of 
who you are but of both what you are becom-
ing and what you are failing to become. It can 
be a pretty depressing business all in all, but if 
sackcloth and ashes are at the start of it, 
something like Easter may be at the end. 
 

As we enter the season of Lent, we have no 

better place to start than at the beginning. We 
are invited to overhear the story of our earliest 

ancestors in the faith. We are encouraged to 

remember that even then, when “a wandering 
Aramean was our ancestor,” God was at work 

to gather and claim a people. God was seeking 
even then to redeem us and call us each by 

name. The story of God’s faithfulness is told in 

the exodus out of Egypt, the years in the wil-
derness and the entrance into the promised 

land, journeys depicted in scripture as chal-
lenging and dangerous times. The communal 

memory in this recitation focuses on God’s re-
sponsiveness to the Israelites’ cries for protec-

tion and on God’s amazing power to deliver 

from oppression and to provide for a future 
filled with hope and abundance. 
 

 

That is the promise as we begin. This is not a 

time for reinventing the self by a supreme 
effort. It is a time for opening up to God and 

seeing through some of the shadows inside us. 
Jesus the Anointed One faced a crescendo of 

temptations from desert, to temple wall, to 

high mountain. He saw through the daydreams 
about power and possession and emerged 

equipped by the Spirit for his work.  

 

Jesus has every good attribute - character, 
integrity, faith, a moral compass that is un-

matched - and yet he is tempted. There is no 
way that we could be immune. We know what 

temptation is every day of our lives. We can be 
steered off course. Remember the story of 

Ulysses? He is on his ship, trying to make his 

way home. He knows he will pass by the Isle 
of the Sirens, those voices sing out across the 

sea in such enticing tones that many sailors 
are led to their deaths on the jagged, rocky 

shores, never to see home or their destination. 

Ulysses commanded that his men put wax in 
their ears so they could not hear those voices 

and be led to destruction. But for himself, he 
was tied to the mast so that he could hear 

their singing. He commanded that none of his 
orders while hearing them were to be obeyed. 

The voices almost drive him mad until finally 

the ship passes by, the voices are stilled, and 
once more his ears are filled with the voices of 

his wife and son, with home, with his true 
destination. So many voices are crying out to 

us on our journey. 
 

In just a few weeks, we will follow Jesus to a 
garden where, for a moment, his own desires 

will conflict with the path he's been called to 
take. But somewhere in the desert, alone but 

not alone, Jesus chose obedience. It carried 

him to the very end. We are here taking those 
faithful, obedient steps on the road to a 

deeper commitment. May God grant us to 
remember who we are and the grace to 

choose whose we will be in the wilderness of 

this holy season, and wherever the road takes 
us on the other side. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
 

Mar   2  Mike Rouse 
Mar   9  Linda Webb 

Mar 16         Eleanor Packard 

Mar 23         Diane Macklin 
Mar 30         Leticia Enos 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

March 2 
    Transfiguration 

Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 99 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 
 

March 5 
    Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Psalm 51 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

March 9 
    Lent 1 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 

Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

 

March 16 
    Lent 2 

Genesis 12:1-4a 

Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 

 

March 23 
    Lent 3 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-42 
 

March 30 
    Lent 4 

I Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

  March  2               In honor of Nancy Brannan 

                        on her birthday 
 

  March  9             In honor of Bill Murphy 

                        on his birthday 
   

  March 16  In loving memory of Bill Jones 
                        by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

  March 23  In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Knapp 

   by their daughter, Sally Jane Knapp  
 

  March 30  In loving memory of our parents 

   by Duncan Hodge and Maxine Stitzer  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

   March  2             In honor of Linda Webb 

           on her birthday 
 

   March  9               In honor of Kate Maskarinec 

             on her birthday 
 

      March 16  In honor of Rebecca Haynes and Troy Shafer 
    by Nancy Nedwell 
 

   March 23  In loving memory of Elizabeth Kennedy 
 

                                                                                                                                      March 30  In honor of our daughter, Samantha, 
              by Duncan Hodge and Maxine Stitzer 

 
  

Greeters 
 

Mar  2                 Coates/Vitarelli Family 
Mar  9              Betsy Fisk and Sally Knapp 

Mar 16  Linda Webb/Diane Macklin 

Mar 23  Aimee and Ken Delaney 
Mar 30               Bea Badders/Carrie Harnick 

We express sympathy to the family of William L. “Bill” Jones 

who died February 3. Bill and his wife, Shirley, have been a 
great support as long-time members of Lovely Lane.  
 

We offer our sympathy as well to Linda Webb at the death 
of her brother-in-law, Otis G. Pike, in Florida on January 20. 

MOZART CONCERT   MARCH 23  1:30 PM 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  1900 ST PAUL ST. 
 

 

An all Mozart concert will be presented by 
the combined choirs of Memorial Episcopal 

and St. Mark’s Lutheran Churches. This 
program features the Vesperae solemnes 

de confessore and the cantata, Davidde Pentitente. 
 

While there is no charge for this program, St. Mark’s 
music program will appreciate a donation. 

PRAYER VINE 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer vine to 
receive requests for prayer or if you have a request 

to include, e-mail Sally Knapp at sjk17@verizon.net 

or call 410-667-9514.        
 

"Certain thoughts are prayers. There are moments 

when, whatever be the attitude of the body, the soul 

is on its knees."                  
                                                     Victor Hugo  



 

From the Lay Leader … 

This week, two friends and I were trying to communi-
cate about where and when we would meet for dinner. 

One friend was sending messages on FaceBook. I was 

writing emails. And the third friend was texting. There 
was a lot of communicating going on, but no one knew 

what was being said. 

It used to be enough to worry that people weren’t 

speaking the same language – either literally or figura-
tively. Now we have to worry that even people who do 

speak the same language are not on the same platform. 

Every generation wants to believe that it faces greater 
challenges than the ones before it. In truth, our prob-

lems don’t change that much from one age to the next. 
But the solutions do. The difficulties we face may be as 

old as time, but the ways in which we meet them must 

be ever new. 

For the Church, our greatest challenges today are the 

same ones encountered by the early church of the first 
century. If we ask, “How can we reach more people?” 

then we are asking the same question that Peter must 

have asked. If we wonder, “How may the Church com-
pete for attention?” then we are wondering the same 

thing that Paul must have wondered. 

How may we feed the hungry? Minister to the sick? 

Bring comfort to the troubled? Big questions. Questions 
that have been with us since the beginning. Questions 

which are likely to remain with us. This is not meant to 

be a hopeless thought, only an adjustment to our way 
of thinking. 

 

We have a great perspective here at Lovely Lane. Our 
connection to the history of the Church helps to remind 

us that we are not standing at the end of the line but 
are walking along a path. That the journey will continue 

after us is good news.  We adjust our thinking not to 

focus on goals. God will achieve His goals in the fullness 
of time. To want to jump to the end can only bring us 

to frustration and failure. 

But if we focus on the journey, on choosing the best 

way to meet the obstacle that is right in front of us, in 
the place where we are, then we will find that we can 

make real progress. 

Whether we grew up in the Industrial Age, the Space 
Age or the Information Age, we find ourselves now 

living in what may become known as the Social Age,    
or the Sharing Age. We live in a time when people are 

desperate to be heard. To be in communion…  

in communication… with others. 
 

With so much communication going on, it’s very easy 

not to hear what’s being said. If we are to move for-
ward, we must be willing to get in the middle. 

Our challenges today, our roadblocks, are not ones of 

how to reach people or how to speak their language. 
The obstacle that we must overcome is how to walk 

with them. Not solving their problems, but sharing their 
journey. 

 

     Peace, 
     John Strawbridge 

 

World Prayer Day      March 7, 2014 
 

The United Methodist Women invite you to participate in the World Day of 

Prayer. Christian women in more than 170 countries participate in this annual 
day of prayer and focus on service to others. Isaiah 35:6 reads, “…Water will 

gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.”  The theme this year 
is Streams in the Desert and highlights the country of Egypt. Christians in 

Egypt makes up only 10% of the population, most of whom are Coptic Ortho-

dox. Some are Protestants and Catholics. There are several very interesting 
articles about Egypt to be found at www.wdp-usa.org. 
 

Participate in the World Day of Prayer by setting aside a time on March 7th to 

read the suggested Scriptures and join in the world-wide prayer circle. Our 
prayers on that day can focus on how we might open new ways to dialogue 

across faith and generational lines, as well as supporting such issues as clean 
water and support for girls’ education worldwide. This can be a starting point 

for prayers for nations struggling for freedom and fairness for all. 
 

Scripture could include Isaiah 12:3; 35:1-2, 5-7; 41:18-20; and 43:18-19. 
Read Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman in John 4. Reflect on her 

excitement at telling of her encounter. Be reminded of the barriers that Jesus 
ignored in speaking with this woman, of the vital importance of water to 

those coming to the well and the amazing gift of Jesus’ offering this new 

“living water.”  Be blessed by sharing in this world wide prayer circle! 
 

               Eleanor Packard, President, UMW 

 

Adult Bible Study 

Sundays at 10AM 
 

Lovely Lane Adult Bible Study 
continues to journey through the 

book of Romans, meditating on 
the joy of a new life by faith in 

Christ and not by good works or 

the law. Our fellowship has been 
seasoned with stories and lively 

discussion to illuminate our 
understanding of the Word and 

each other. In March, we will 
look closely at Romans 7 and 8. 

Please join us at 10 AM. on Sun-

days in the library (upper level). 
 

If you cannot be present, please 

keep the study in prayer and feel 

free to send your thoughts to 
dmstorylady@gmail.com to be 

shared with others. 
 

All are welcome!            
 

       Diane Macklin, Study Leader 

http://www.wdp-usa.org.
http://www.mail2web.com/cgi-bin/compose.asp?mb=&mp=P&mps=0&lid=0&intListPerPage=20&messageto=dmstorylady@gmail.comto&ed=1mKbk1r6DwXGOaDhNth1DtoiiJqm8HBos%2BuuiWZUYR40%2BhxVj%2BcO296k0pgbBR9WaoskGY%2BkiSi4%0D%0AfrxQKbSrzTbbExrKGsz7TUEfrmtbgRfnvr6H%2FERbgEpvGlI


 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                                 March 2014 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM 

Worship  11 AM 

Fellowship hour and Guided tour  12 PM 
 

Play Baltimore 

Tuesdays, 6 PM 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays, 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Mother Seaton Academy Basketball 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, gym, 4:30 - 7:30 PM 
 

BLS Martial Arts 

Saturday, Lovely Lane hall, 8 AM 
 

—————————————————————————- 

 

Saturday, March  1 
   Church-wide work day, 9 AM 
 

Wednesday, March 5 
   Ash Wednesday worship, sanctuary, 7 PM 
 

Fridays, March 7, 28 
   Lab School cooking class, kitchen, 1 PM 
 

Saturday, March 8 
   Burnt Factory UMC, tour, 10 AM 

 

Saturday, March 15 
   Aldersgate-York UMC, tour, 10 AM 
 

Monday, March 24 
   Old Goucher Community Association, 7 PM 
 

Saturday, March 29 
   Catonsville, Bethany UMC’s, tour, 9:30 AM 
 

Retreat groups during March include: 
Assumption College, East Carolina University 
Goucher College, Southegan High School 
University of Connecticut, Wake Forest University 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE 21218 

410-889-3001 

 Funds are needed for operational expenses. 

 

Set your clocks ahead 
one hour on March 9. 


