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Clarence Jordan was the founder of Koinonia 
Farm in Georgia. He started a peanut farm 
and tried to run it the same way he thought 
Jesus would run it. He believed in a good 
wage for an honest day's work. He believed in 
taking care of the land and those who work it.  
He believed that all people could work to-
gether and stand together. It was the early 
1950s, and his local church did not agree with 
his thoughts on racial equality. 
 

One time, an agricultural student from Florida 
State University visited Koinonia Farm for the 
weekend. The student was from India, and 
said, "I've never gone to a Christian worship 
service. I would like to go." Clarence took him 
to Rehoboth Baptist Church It is reported that 
"the presence of his dark skin miraculously 
chilled the hot, humid southern Georgia at-
mosphere." It didn't matter that he was from 
India. He had dark skin, so he did not belong. 
 

After worship, the pastor drove out to Jordan's 
farm and said, "You can't come with some-
body like that. It causes disunity in our 
church." Jordan tried to explain, but his words 
did not matter. 
 

Sometime later, a group of church leaders 
went out to the farm to plead with Clarence to 
keep undesirable people out of their church. 
Clarence promised to apologize before the 
congregation if somebody could prove he had 
done something wrong. Then he handed a 
Bible to a man in the group and said, "Can 
you tell me what sin I have committed by 
bringing a stranger to church?" 
 

The man slammed down the book and said, 
"Don't give me any of this Bible stuff!" 
 

Clarence retorted, "I'm not giving you any Bi-
ble stuff. I'm asking you to give it to me." 
 

The man and the others did not know what to 
say; so they slipped out. When they got back 
to the church, they wrote a letter and said, 
 

"Mr. Jordan, you are no longer welcome in our 
church, because you keep bringing in the 
wrong kind of people." 
 
 

Jesus was accused often of being with the 
wrong people, but he had a vision of love in 
action and a plan for carrying out his mes-
sage. His mission was to usher in the age of 
justice and mercy which had always been the 
goal of the nation of Israel. It was the vision 
that God had given from the beginning. As 
one commentator notes, "Jesus is not accept-
able in his own country because his mission 
extends beyond his own country." Israel was 
called to be a light to the nations, a beacon of 
God's mercy for all people everywhere. When 
God's light began to shine in Jesus of Naz-
areth, it exposed dark crevasses everywhere, 
even in Israel. Some of the people slithered 
out of the dark and tried to snuff out the light. 
 

The love of Jesus becomes real in human 
expression. It makes a difference because it is 
so inclusive. The net is cast wider than people 
had been willing to imagine. This calls for a 
vision of love in action.  
 

As people of God, we can see ourselves as 
the scattered church, penetrating the world; 
with no higher vision of the church than as 
servant of the world - not withdrawn but par-
ticipating, not condemning but healing the 
wounds of the lost, hurt, lonely; not preoccu-
pied with survival but with the needs of God’s 
children. 
 

The church remains the vehicle with the great-
est potential for relating the gospel of Christ to 
the world - offering the best hope and opportu-
nity to serve others and to be an instrument of 
change in society. The church that doesn’t 
care for the needs - spiritual, social, and 
physical - has no real message from God, 
only a haunting tradition and words that give 
no life.  
 

The shape of our commitment can be no limp 
reminder of the agonies that shape our world. 
Dag Hammarskjöld in Markings wrote: In our 
era, the road to holiness necessarily passes 
through the world of action. In this work, we 
trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly and 
love extravagantly. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
 

Feb   2  Craig Smith 
Feb   9  Sefi Abedoh 

Feb 16         John Strawbridge 

Feb 23         Cathy Dryden 

 

February 2 
    4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
I Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

February 9 
    5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-9a 

Psalm 112 
I Corinthians 2:1-12 

Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 16 
    6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119 

I Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

 

February 23 
    7th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

Psalm 119 

I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48 

 

In Memory of 
 

Harold Ammons 
Betty Ammons 

 

Edwin Schell 
Betty Amons 

 

Dwight Sheesley 
Nancy Nedwell 

 

James E. Todhunter 
Robert and Anne Seeger 

2 

Nick Wiliamson 
Nancy Nedwell 

 

In Honor of 
 

Nancy Nedwell 
Betty Ammons 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

  February  2               In loving memory of Leslie and Viola Meinders 

                        by their daughter, Linda Webb 
 

  February  9             In loving memory of Dorothy Douthat 
                        by Mary and Joe Schruefer 
   

  February 16  In loving memory of Winifred and Walton Douthat, 

                        by Mary and Joe Schruefer 
 

  February 23  In honor of Barbara Macklin on her birthday 

   by her daughter, Diane Macklin  
 
 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

   February  2             In honor of Edward Kroart 
           on his birthday 

 

   February  9               In honor of the Confirmation Class 

             of St. Matthew’s UMC 
 

      February 16  In loving memory of Jessie Glasgow 

     by his family 
 

   February 23  In honor of the Confirmation Class 
        of Reisterstown UMC  

RESTORATION GIFTS 

 
  

Greeters 
 

Feb  2                 The Hines family 
Feb  9              Linda Keene/Michael Giles 

Feb 16  Sharra Kelly/Robert Furbay 

Feb 23  Cathy Dryden/Dean Uhler 

 

Congregational Updates 
 

We were pleased to receive Emanuel Nixon into the life of the congre-
gation on December 29, 2013. He comes by reaffirmation of faith. 
Emanuel is in the neighborhood, living directly across the street from 
the church. We are pleased to welcome him in this formal way. 
 

John Hutchinson and Carol Curtis continue their sailing adventure.  
They have been in the Fort Lauderdale area pondering their next port. 
 

Jackie Noller leaves in early February to go to Hawaii where she will 
participate in Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Maria Drumm is in her travels in Myanmar and Laos.  

 

PRAYER VINE 
 

If you have a prayer request or if 

you would like to receive requests 

through the prayer vine to pray for 

others, be in touch with  

Sally Knapp      410-667-9514 

  or e-mail at sjk17@verizon.net  

 

Think of prayer less as an activity 

for God and more as an awareness 

of God. Acknowledge God’s pres-

ence everywhere you go. Seek to 

live in uninterrupted awareness. 

                          Max Lucado 
 

Certain thoughts are prayers. 

There are moments when, what-

ever be the attitude of the body, 

the soul is on its knees. 

                         Victor Hugo  



 

From the Lay Leader … 

Lately, I’ve been thinking about breath. 

This past month at Lovely Lane, we had a small 

problem with the heating system which allowed the 
sanctuary to get very cold during the week. Cold 

enough to see your own breath. 

It’s been repaired now, but I find that breath is still 

very much on my mind as I struggle to get over a 
persistent winter chest cold. If I step outside now, 

I can still see my own breath, but it is a weak and 
shallow thing. I am anxious to once again see my 

breath full and deep. 

But even this is not why the idea of breath is occu-

pying my thoughts. 

I recently heard the term “Holy Breath” used as a 

synonym for “Holy Spirit.” Apparently the Greek 
word which appears in scripture is “pneuma.” And 

while this is rightly translated as “spirit,” the same 
word can also mean “breath” or “air” or even “life.” 

Think about the words “pneumonia,” for a lung 

infection, or “pneumatic” for a tool powered by the 
force of air. 

The Holy Spirit is a vital and defining part of our 

faith as Christians and our church as United Meth-

odists. But it is also certainly the least well under-
stood aspect of our triune God. Perhaps because 

unlike “Father” and “Son,” we’ve never found a 
word specific enough to describe it. 

I have never been fond of the term “Holy Ghost” 
which, admittedly, is used rarely these days. Its 

association with something supernatural, not to 
mention dead, seems to be the very opposite of 

what we try to convey in describing the Holy Spirit. 

I like the idea of the Holy Spirit as “Air, Breath and 
Life.”  Something both very natural, and very much 

a part of life. 

Think about the power of air. Invisible and seem-

ingly insubstantial. Yet when we speak of “gale 
force” or “like a tornado” - we recognize that there 

are few more powerful things on earth. 

It is air that brings music from the trumpets or the 

pipes of our sanctuary organ. It is air that lifts the 
heaviest jet airliner and keeps the smallest dove 

from falling to the ground. 

Is this not a good way to think about the Holy 

Spirit? As a force. Powerful… world changing…  
inspirational… sustaining… 

And if you’ve ever felt as I do with this chest cold, 

then you know the lesson of the opposite state; 

how living without enough breath leaves you tired, 
weak and inactive. 

This is how we feel without the Holy Spirit or even 

without enough of the Holy Spirit – as if we haven’t 

the strength. We can accomplish little unless we 
are filled deeply and regularly. 

Funny thing about air, though, even though it sur-

rounds us, it can’t help us unless we take it in. It 

cannot lift us, unless we spread our wings. 
 

Of course, I would never advocate word-play as a 

basis of theology. And I don’t propose that the na-

ture of our faith hinges on a translation. But I do 
believe that we must never let words limit our un-

derstanding either. We need to look at the terms of 
faith not as the containers of meaning, but as the 

starting points for understanding. 

As for me, I’ll continue to use the words “Holy 

Spirit.” But lately, I’ve been able to breathe new 
life into them. 

 
Peace, 
John Strawbridge 

 

COME AND SEE 
 

One of the projects that finally made it to the top 
of the “to-do” list was the painting of the entry 

way, hall ways, stair ways, ceilings, gym lobby and 

support area. John Strawbridge co-ordinated this 
task. 
 

We had a report that was generated for by Mat-

thew Mosca, a historic paint finishes consultant. He 
had done this analysis for some of our previous 

restoration projects. From this report, we knew the 
original colors used in the building. The results are 

stunning.  

 

PHOENIX RISING 
 

Eleanor Packard headed up a visit to this assisted-
living facility across the street from the church. 

Several people were able to participate. The resi-

dents were presented with gift bags. Eleanor’s 
daughter, Amy, played the flute and accompanied 

the carol singing. Diane Macklin, with her story 
telling skills, took everyone down the road to 

Bethlehem, into the stable and out in the field 

with the shepherds. 
 

We are looking forward to the growing relation-

ship with the residents and staff. 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                             February 2014 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

 

Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM 

Worship  11 AM 

Fellowship hour and Guided tour  12 PM 
 

Play Baltimore 

Tuesdays, 6 PM 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays, 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Mother Seaton Academy Basketball 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, gym, 4:30 - 7:30 PM 
 

BLS Martial Arts 

Saturday, Lovely Lane hall, 8 AM 
 
—————————————————————————- 

 

Saturday, February 1 
   Church-wide work day, 9 AM 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
   Chesapeake Connections, Lovely Lane hall, 9 AM 
 

Friday, February 7, 14 
   Futsal practice, gym, 6 PM 

 

 

Monday, February 17 
   Holiday, church office closed 
   Gainesville UMC, tour, 10:30 AM 
 

Saturday, February 22 
   Arnolia UMC, tour, 1 PM 
 

Monday, February 24 
   Old Goucher Community Association, 7 PM 
 

Thursday, February 27 
   PALS–B, Spaghetti dinner, Lovely Lane hall, 4 PM 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 35TH STREET, BALTIMORE 21218 

410-889-3001 
 

   STAPLES       HYGIENE ITEMS           WINTER ITEMS 

 Sugar  Deodorant  Coats, hats 
 Coffee  Toothbrush/Paste Thermal wear 

 Rice                  Razors/Cream  Hoodies 
 Potatoes          Towels/Cloths  Boots 

 Pasta/Sauce          Shampoo/Lotion Gloves    

  

Funds are needed for operational expenses. 


