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Advent opens the Christian year with prom-
ises of the coming reign of God and prayers 
that the people of God will be ready for that 
reign. The texts set a tone of hopeful expec-
tation, but not without apprehension in view 
of the awesome events to come. Jeremiah 
announces that the ancient promise of a 
Davidic messiah will be fulfilled and Jerusa-
lem will dwell secure. Luke sets the season 
of Advent in a cosmic framework; the signs in 
the heavens indicate that the kingdom of God 
is near. There is nothing of Mary, the baby, 
shepherds and heavenly choirs, but rather 
the shaking of heaven and earth in perplexity, 
fear and alarm. 
 

This is the good news of Jesus Christ? Dis-
tress among nations? People will stop 
breathing out of fear and foreboding? The 
forces of heaven will be shaken loose? On 
this note we begin preparing for Christmas? If 
the gospel that opens Advent doesn’t puzzle 
you, you weren’t really listening. In Luke’s 
account Jesus speaks of signs that would 
herald the coming of Christ with power and 
glory. Different people see different signs. 
What you see depends on who you are, 
where you are, your background, your hurts, 
your life situation, your interests, your way of 
reading scripture. 
 

In his award winning book, The Education of 
Little Tree, writer Forest Carter writes of life 
with his Cherokee grandparents. He tells of 
sitting with his grandfather watching the 
morning sun rise over a mountain one 
winter morning. 
 

"... We watched the mountain while we ate. 
The sun hit the top like an explosion, sending 
showers of glitter and sparkle into the air. 
The sparkling of the icy trees hurt the eyes to 
look, and it moved down the mountain like a 
wave as the sun backed the night shadow 
down and down. A crow scout sent three 
hard calls through the air, warning we were 
there. And now the mountain popped and  
 
 

 

gave breathing sighs that sent little puffs of 
steam into the air. She pinged and murmured 
as the sun released the trees from their death 
armor of ice. Grandpa watched, same as me, 
and listened as the sounds grew with the 
morning wind that set up a low whistle in the 
trees. 'She's coming alive,' he said soft and 
low, without taking his eyes from the moun-
tain." 'Yes sir,' I said, 'she's coming alive.' 
And I knew right then that me and Grandpa 
had us an understanding that most folks 
didn't know."  
 

Little Tree learned from his grandfather how 
to read the signs of nature. Reading signs, 
not the printed ones we see on our streets 
and highways, but the signs of nature and 
living, is an art that takes time and patience. 
The reward is what Little Tree called, "an 
understanding that most folks don't know."  
 

Jesus talks about signs of the times and par-
ticularly the signs of his coming. In effect, he 
says to us, "Pay attention to signs of the 
times and be prepared for my coming." This 
text impresses upon us that the coming of the 
Lord includes much more than the Christmas 
story. Advent is God’s doing, apart from all 
human calculation; the entire cosmos echoes 
with the signs and circumstances of these 
events. Luke assures his readers that the day 
of judgment is a day of grace: “Look up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near.” Grace does not mean an 
automatic exemption from the distress com-
ing upon all peoples of the earth. Rather let 
this word about what will be have a holy 
influence, producing a watchfulness and a 
freedom from anxiety about things. 
 

Luke gives us the last address of Jesus’ 
public ministry. He speaks about the future, 
painting a rather bleak picture of the end of 
the world. There is talk of nations in fear and 
of people dying in agony. Yet Jesus' advice is 
"Stay awake, praying always for the strength 
to survive all that is going to happen." 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
Dec        1  John Strawbridge 

Dec       8  Cathy Dryden 
Dec 15  Michael Rouse 

Dec 22  Diane Macklin 
Dec 29  Linda Webb 

 

  Greeters 

Dec        1  Linda Keene and 
            Michael Giles 

Dec       8  Angie/Dennis Ferguson 

Dec 15  Craig Smith/Susan Preston 
Dec 22  Nancy/Emora Brannan 

Dec 29  Abedoh/Enos Family 

 

Dec 1 Advent 1 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Dec 8 Advent 2 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72 
Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 
  

Dec 15 Advent 3 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Luke 1:47-55 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 
  

Dec 22 Advent 4 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

Dec 29 1st Sunday after Christmas  

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 

Matthew 2:13-23 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Dec              1  In loving memory of Robert A. Castadot 
              by his widow, Jackie Noller 
 

Dec     8  In loving memory of Nancy Gaston 

               by the Lovely Lane congregation 
                          

Dec 15  Poinsettias in honor of and in memory of Loved Ones 
 

Dec 22  Poinsettias in honor of and in memory of Loved Ones 
 

Dec 29  Poinsettias in honor of and in memory of Loved Ones 
 

Tower Lighting 
 

Dec  1   In honor of John Strawbridge 
                  on his birthday   

Dec  8   In loving memory of Jesse Glasgow 

         by his family 
 

Dec 15  In loving memory of John Neal Packard 

         by his wife, Eleanor, and family 
 

Dec 22  In honor of Marye McCartney on her 101st birthday 
         by her many friends at Lovely Lane 
 

Dec 29  In honor of Emora and Nancy Brannan 
         on their wedding anniversary 

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Christmas at Lovely Lane 
 

On December 24, 1784, sixty of the 82 preachers of the Methodist faith 

in America convened at the Lovely Lane Meeting House. The group voted 
to bring together all of the Methodist Societies in America. A united, inde-

pendent, American Church had been formed here, prior to the Constitu-

tional Convention of 1787 or the presidency of George Washington. The 
importance given to the Lovely Lane Meeting House was unsurpassed. 

 

Our District Superintendent, 

Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, 
announced at our charge 

conference 
that she would 

be doing 

weekly prayer 
walks throughout the city 

every Tuesday as we ap-
proach Annual Conference 

in May. She will be praying 

and walking with the Lovely 
Lane members and commu-

nity on Tuesday, December 
10, 7:30-8:30 AM. We will 

start from the church.   

 

         The Lovely Lane community 

         offers our deepest sympathy 
                    to Dan and Sasha Bailey as  

                    we mourn Deborah’s loss. 

                      Deb was struck by a vehicle 
while she was in a crosswalk. Her body 

was not able to overcome these injuries. 
She died in Atlantic City, NJ on October 25.  

 

Owen Robert Hines received the sacrament 

of Baptism on November 17. He was born 
July 29, 2013 and is the son of Sean and 

Elizabeth Weiblen Hines. Owen 
is the grandson of Sharra Kelly 

and Mary Hines. 



 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 35TH STREET 

BALTIMORE   21218 
410-889-3001 

 
 

†  †  † 
 

  STAPLES             HYGIENE ITEMS            WINTER ITEMS 
     Sugar          Deodorant         Coats/hats 

     Coffee          Toothbrush/Paste         Thermal wear 
     Rice                 Razors/Cream         Scarves 

     Potatoes                        Towels/Cloths         Boots 

     Pasta/Sauce                     Shampoo/Lotion         Gloves 

 

 Funds are needed for operational expenses. Each week 

in Advent we  receive an offering for Manna House. 
 

Thanks for Your support. 

 

POINSETTIAS 
 

The Lovely Lane altar will be decorated 
with traditional Christmas poinsettias. 

The cost of each plant is $8.  

The cost, like other gifts to the 
Church, is tax-deductible. 
2 

Memorial and Honorary listings 

will be printed in both the Christmas bulle-
tin and the January newsletter. Poinsettias 

will decorate the altar on December 15, 22 
and 29. The order form was included in 

last month’s Tower. You can place your 
order by phone (410-889-1512) or e-mail 

<lovelylane@cavtel.net> by Dec. 9th. 

 

For the Holy Season of Advent 
 

when you light candles, say “Jesus is the Light of the World.” 
 

when you hear bells, look up and think “Here comes Jesus.” 
 

when you unpack your decorations, talk about a time when 

God’s love was especially meaningful... 
 

when you shop, try to think of the crowds of people as more 
than just a faceless mass... 
 

when you put up the tree, think of your family tree and how 

God’s love has been transmitted to you... 
 

when you hear music, sing to the Lord in joy and celebration... 
 

when company comes, say a prayer together which recognizes 

Jesus as the guest making every gathering a blessed event...  

 

when children make snow angels, remember the season’s 
tidings of great joy... 

 

when you pray, pray that the peace of Christ may be real now. 

 

There’s a Light up in the Tower 

An Advent hymn for Lovely Lane 
John Strawbridge, Lay Leader 

 

Once, I wandered through the darkness, 

lost, without a path to take. 
Once, I had no destination; 

more asleep than wide awake. 

I was searching for direction 
every night and every hour. 

Now I see before me glowing - 
There’s a light up in the tower! 
 

Many voices in the tumult 

try to lead our feet amiss. 
Speaking falsely of the dangers. 

Offering easier roads than this. 
Angels sing of Heaven’s glory. 

Gospels write of Jesus’ power. 

Shining forth o’er fray and conflict; 
There’s a light up in the tower. 
 

Wise men left their homes and comfort, 

following a light on high. 
Mountain, desert, sea and valley 

could not stop them drawing nigh. 
Herod tried to turn their purpose, 

from his might they would not cower. 

We, like them, may ever stay true. 
There’s a light up in the tower. 
 

Strangers look upon the distance; 

nothing there to show the way. 
Come with me and we shall lead them 

home, to be with us today. 
Let us tend the ember burning, 

Like a bud that turns to flower; 

bursting forth to guide the traveler - 
There’s a light up in the tower! 

 

        CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP 
       

     Sunday, December         8         4:30PM 
 

 

This annual candlelight worship service in the Historic Log 

Meeting House at the Strawbridge Shrine helps one imagine 

what it was like to worship in the first American Methodist 
Church. A replica of the 1764 meeting house was built in 1982. 

Rev. Edgardo Rivera, Frederick District Superintendent, is the 
guest preacher. 
 

The Strawbridge Shrine,  2650 Strawbridge Lane 

(off Wakefield Valley Rd off Route 31), 
New Windsor Maryland 

 

Dress warmly. It was cool in 1764. 

OPEN MINDS  

THE TOWER 

http://strawbridgeshrine.org/The_Strawbridge_Shrine_Album_1/enlfr.htm?16


 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                         December 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

     lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM  

Worship  11 AM   
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays 12 PM (following worship) 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays, 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Mother Seaton Academy, Basketball practice 

Thursdays, 4:30 PM 
 

Empowering Minds Classes 

Mondays, 5:00 PM 

_________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, December 7 
   Bethany UMC (Ellicott City), tour, 10 AM 
   Asbury UMC (Washington, DC), tour, 10 AM 
 

Saturday, December 14 
   Arrange Poinsettias for Altar, 9 AM    
   Historical Society Meeting, museum, 9:30 AM 
   Museum Volunteers, luncheon, museum, 11:30 AM 
    

Sunday, December 15 
   Service of Lessons and Carols in worship, 11 AM 
 

Saturday, December 21 
   Empowering Minds event, Lovely Lane hall, 12 NOON 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6:45 PM 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
   Christmas Day, church office closed 
 

Monday, December 30 
   Old Goucher Community Assn., 7 PM 
 

Wednesday, January 1 

   New Year’s Day, church office closed 
 

Looking ahead… 
 

Old Otterbein UMC invites you to A COLONIAL CHRISTMAS

- a concert of 17th and 18th century Christmas music 
 Saturday January 4th 2014   7:00 PM 

A Colonial dinner will precede the concert at 5:00 PM 

$23 dinner and concert, $10 concert only 
E-mail: musicdirector@oldotterbeinumc.org 

or call 410-685-4703 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 


