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On November 3rd we will celebrate All Saints’ Sunday. This is a festival that John Wesley 
dearly loved, observing it with triumphant joy. This is the day we get out our halos and pol-
ish them up a bit. The reality is that all of us who have been baptized are already saints, 
already been given our halos, because what it takes to be a saint is to belong to God. It is 
not a matter of being or doing good or working miracles that can be documented. It is a 
matter of joining up with the body of Christ, which is the source of our holiness and sanctity 
and blessedness. Once you have linked up with Christ’s body, once you have been baptized 
in his name and shared his body and blood, you have everything you need to be a saint. You 
have your identity, your halo, and a choice: to live as who you are or not. 
 

We don’t always feel very saintly. We are like the little boy Lois Wilson wrote about meeting 
at her door on Halloween. He was about four and he was wearing a Superman outfit. He 
reached out his hand as he said trick or treat. Ms. Wilson couldn’t resist teasing him a bit, 
“Where’s your bag?” she said. He replied, “My mom’s carrying it. It’s too heavy for me.” Ms. 
Wilson smiled and said, “But you’re Superman!” He looked at the S on his chest and looked 
back at her and whispered, “Not really, these are just pajamas.” 
 

Though the Scriptures declare our sainthood; most of us don’t believe it. We look down at 
the S on our chest and then plead with God, “Not really, I’m only human.” We are, as Martin 
Luther said, saint and sinner at the same time. While we do not go around in Christian paja-
mas, with a big haloed S on our chest, we do have an invisible cross on our foreheads, put 
there at our baptism with the words: child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever.” 
 

Our vocation, our calling from that point on, is to exercise our sainthood, practice it, so that 
we do not lose our God-given capacity to be saints. Page after page of scripture affirms this: 
you are loved; act like it. You are redeemed; act like it. You are a saint; act like it. Become 
what you already are and you will be blessed with every breath. 
 

Clarissa Pinkola Estes writes, “One of the most calming and powerful actions you can do to 
intervene in a stormy world is to stand up and show your soul. Soul on deck shines like gold 
in dark times. The light of the soul throws sparks, can send up flares, builds signal fires, 
causes proper matters to catch fire. To display the lantern of soul in shadowy times like 
these - to be fierce and to show mercy toward others, both, are acts of immense bravery 
and greatest necessity. Struggling souls catch light from other souls who are fully lit and 
willing to show it. If you would help to calm the tumult, this is one of the strongest things 
you can do.” 
 

The church has something to say to this. We have the gift of our heritage and our tradition. 
Lovely Lane has its own particular history – the times when we have displayed the lantern of 
our soul in shadowy times; when we have participated in acts of immense bravery and great-
est necessity. The first week in November marks the anniversary of the dedication of the 
sanctuary in 1887. Stone upon stone was put into place. People gathered to consecrate the 
sacred space - a place of beauty to nurture souls.   
 

We lift our hearts in gratitude for lives which have touched ours and continue to be a source 
of strength all our days. We march with more certain step in the procession of witnesses as 
we bring to mind all these who have become part and parcel of each of us, those whose 
memories we cherish; those who in times of darkness kept the lamp of faith burning; those 
great souls who saw visions of large truth and dared to declare it; those quiet and gracious 
souls who have made the world holier and more sacred; those known and loved by us. 

 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

November 3 

   Homecoming  
      Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Psalm 119 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
Luke 19:1-10 

 

November 10 

   Commitment Sunday 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

Psalm 145 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 
Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 17 

   26th Sunday after Pentecost  
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Isaiah 12 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 
 

November 24 
   Christ the King 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 
 

 

Greeters 

Nov                3 Kathy Vitarelli and 
           Gregory Coates 

Nov 10 Betsy Fisk and  

           Sally Knapp 
Nov 17 Diane Macklin and 

            Linda Webb 
    Nov 24   Aimee / Ken Delaney 

 
 

 Guides 

Nov                3 Lenore Baier 

Nov 10 Carol Curtis 
Nov 17 Craig Smith 

Nov 24 Sefi Abedoh 

 

Fall Meeting of the Lovely Lane United Methodist Women 
in the Sally Ransom Knecht Archives and Welcome Center 

United Methodist Board of Child Care 
3300 Gaither Rd,  Baltimore, MD 21244 

Thursday, November 7, 2013   10:00 am – 1:30 pm  
 

We welcome women and men to join us for Lunch and a Tour. 

A speaker/guide will explain the work of the Board of Child Care in the 

Welcome Center, and we will tour the campus. (A vehicle will be provided 

on-site for those who prefer not to walk.) 
 

The United Methodist Board of Child Care provides services to children 

whose families are unable to care for them.  This work began with the 
Kelso Home for Orphans, established in Balti-

more in 1874.  Services include community 

based group homes, adoption, foster care, and 
other related services. 
 

Let Eleanor Packard know if you plan to stay for 
lunch. She can be reached at 410-652-2339. 

 

Manna House Bull Roast 
 
 

Friday, November 22nd from 7:00 until 11:00 PM 
 

Rosedale Gardens, 8037 Philadelphia Road 
 

Featuring entertainment by The Objections 
 

Tickets $45  
 

Duncan Hodge 410-448-1382 
 

or the church office 410-889-1512 

November 3 
Daylight Savings Time ends.  

 

  

 

 

 
 

Ryan Fullerton received the sacra-
ment of Baptism on October 20th. 

He was born May 4, 2012 and is the 

son of Jim and Linda Willin Fullerton. 
 

Frances Roberts joined Lovely Lane 

on the same day. She came by letter 
of transfer from Bel Air UMC. We 

welcome her back home. 
 

 

 
 

Frankie Ewers is recovering at home 

after an extended hospital stay.  
 

Beth Glasgow has returned to Glen 
Meadows following time in the hos-

pital and rehab.  
 

Our prayers continue for them and 
for their families. 

 

Our District Superintendent, Rev. 

Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, announced 
at our charge conference that she 

would be doing weekly 
prayer walks through-

out the city every 

Tuesday as we approach Annual 
Conference in May. She will be 

praying and walking with the Lovely 
Lane members and community on 

Tuesday, December 10, 7:30-8:30 

AM. We will start from the church.   
 

PRAYER VINE 
 

   If you would like to be added to 

the Lovely Lane prayer vine, 

call Sally Knapp 410-667-9514    
or e-mail  <sjk17@verizon.net >  

The greatest tragedy of life is not 
unanswered prayer, but unoffered 

prayer. Praying for others is a self-

less act of charity.  (F. B. Meyer) 



 

 

THE TOWER 

 

From the Lay Leader… 
 

 

Have you heard the bad news? 

It’s about the government. And the weather. And the 
crime in our communities. It’s about families and educa-

tion. It’s about our declining health, diminishing manners 
and decaying morals. 

You must have heard it. It was on the news. On the talk 
shows and the internet boards. I heard someone com-

plaining about it at work, and then someone forwarded an 

email about it to me. And someone else posted a link to 
an article about it on Facebook. Bad news travels fast. 

There’s a theory called “The Butterfly Effect” and it goes 
like this: If a butterfly flaps its wings in China, it can build 

into a hurricane in Texas. 

Bad news is like this. In our modern, connected, sub-
scribed and followed media world, it travels far and wide. 

Sometimes, it seems as if we’re in a race to be the first 
one to complain about it to our friends. 

Let’s face it, complaining can feel good. It can be cathar-
tic. It’s something we can share and agree on with our 

friends. We assure ourselves that we still know right from 

wrong and care about what is right. 

But recently, I heard a good friend complaining; in this 

case about the younger generation – how disrespectful 
and ill-behaved they are. And I might have even agreed 

or at least shrugged it off – “what’r’ya gonna do?” – ex-

cept that he finished by saying he told some young people 
this; “Don’t forget, God is watching everything you do!” 

I suddenly realized that we can do a lot of good by our 
speaking up for God. But we can also do a lot of bad. 

Do we really want to teach the younger generation… or 

anyone who needs to know God better… that He is the 
punisher? The disciplinarian looking for us to slip up? Do  

 

we want them to look on God as someone to be afraid 

of… to hide yourself from? 

It’s a bad witness. It’s bad first because it’s an empty 

threat. God has engaged in very little smiting these days.  
Fortunately we’ve grown beyond the primitive idea that 

God punishes people with disease or misfortune. And so 

when we make such empty threats, it’s no surprise that 
people disbelieve the authority we claim. “You said God 

would punish me if I did this… but I did, and he didn’t. 
Therefore there is no God.” But when we say “God loves 

you”, there’s no argument on earth that can disprove it. 

And to make people afraid of God is a bad witness be-
cause it’s a false witness. We cannot forget that we are 

children of the new covenant. God offers forgiveness and 
love more than anything else. Christ wants us to spread 

the good news, not the bad. 

As individuals, we can say anything we like. But as Chris-

tians, we cannot be the ones who complain, condescend 

and condemn. We must be the ones who shine a light. 
The ones who meet rudeness with patience. The ones 

who meet mistrust with love. The ones who meet adver-
sity with hope. 

Of course, we cannot put our heads in the sand and ig-

nore the difficulty around us. Indeed Christ challenges us 
to go out and meet the world as the Apostles did. 

We have a right to speak up for goodness and justice in 
our world. But we must be clear in what we do in our 

name and what we do in His. We must never put words in 
God’s mouth, but endeavor to let Him put words in ours. 

It may not make you popular. And you may be a lone 

voice. In fact, you may have no more impact than a but-
terfly flapping its wings. 

                                      Peace,  
                                      John Strawbridge 

November 3  Homecoming  

The speaker for this annual celebration is John Straw-
bridge. John serves on the Board of Directors of The 

Strawbridge Shrine Association and is a direct descendant 
of Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge. He is Lay Leader of 

the Lovely Lane congregation and Vice-president of the 

UM Historical Society. We appreciate his monthly articles 
in the newsletter and look forward to his message on 

Homecoming. 
 

November 10  Commitment Sunday 
Enclosed with this Tower is a stewardship letter and a 

pledge card for 2014. During worship on this Sunday we 
will bring our cards to recognize and express our gratitude 

as we place them on the altar. Our commitment remains 
firm to continue our faithfulness on this corner of 22nd 

and Saint Paul Streets. 

November 17  Baptism 

Elizabeth and Sean Hines will present their son, Owen 
Robert, for baptism on this day. Every time we offer this 

sacrament we renew our own promises. We look forward 
to this service that marks Owen as Christ’s own forever. 
 

November 24  Christ the King Sunday 

Since 2006 Robert Williams has been the General Secre-
tary of the General Commission on Archives and History in 

Madison NJ. Bob serves the Church's "Ministry of Memory" 

so we may continue to learn from our past and anticipate 
our future. He is a clergy member of the Greater NJ 

Annual Conference. Prior to his present appointment, he 
served local churches in the Greater NJ Annual Confer-

ence. He has taught at Eastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary and has taught United Methodist studies at Princeton 

Theological Seminary. 

OPEN MINDS 

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                    November 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

   Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM    Worship  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays following worship 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 

Empowering Minds Classes 

Mondays, 5 PM 

Futsal Practice 

Wednesdays, 4 PM 

Seidel Marital Arts, 

Saturdays, 8 AM 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Saturday, November 2 

Church-wide work day, 9 AM  
 

Tuesdays, November 5, 12 

Shawgo basketball, gym, 5:45 PM 
 

Thursday, November 7 

UM Women, fall meeting, Board of Child Care, 10 AM 
Cherry Hill East weekend retreat 

 

Saturday, November 9 

Emmanuel UMC, tour, 10 AM 

Friday, November 15 

Huntingtown UMC weekend retreat 
 

Saturday, November 23 

Phillips Event, Lovely Lane hall, 5 PM 
 

Sunday, November 24 

Decorating for Advent, 1 PM 
 

Monday, November 25 

Old Goucher Community Assn., 7 PM 
 

Thursday, Friday, November 28-29 

   Holiday, Church office closed 
 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

  ALTAR FLOWERS AND TOWER LIGHTING 
 

There are open dates available as a way to honor 
someone’s anniversary, birthday or special event. 

Flowers grace the altar each Sunday. We are using 

new silk arrangements as well as having fresh flowers. 
 

The church tower is lighted for the week. These 

are vibrant expressions of honor and remembrance. 

The cost for providing fresh flowers is $60, 
sponsoring the silk flowers is $25 and lighting the 

tower is $30. Call the church office (410-889-1512) 
if you would like to remember someone this way.  


