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Is anyone among you suffering? Is anyone among you sick? The Letter of James could 

easily be renamed The Letter to the people in the city of Baltimore. Sometimes the 

nights have seemed too long. In such a dark night of the soul, it is important to find a 

light. So we push on through the night, looking for lamps, handholds, bridges, ladders, 

believing that even in the darkest of times, we will discover that we are held in God’s 

embracing arms. 
 

Is anyone among you suffering? Is anyone among you sick? It wouldn’t be so difficult if 

we knew we could find a quick fix and one simple answer to address all the problems and 

issues that confront us. We want it to be simpler. The head of the astronomy department 

of an Ivy League school was speaking to the dean of the divinity school. The astronomy 

professor said, “now let’s face it. In religion, what it all boils down to is that you should 

love your neighbor as you love yourself. It’s the Golden Rule, right?” Yes, I suppose that’s 

true,” replied the dean of the divinity school. “Just as in astronomy it all boils down to one 

thing - ‘twinkle, twinkle, little star.’” 
 

Life is rarely so simple or uncomplicated in the realm of people and human concerns. We 

shouldn’t pretend though that our call is overly complicated. James points out our respon-

sibility to one another. He tells us to show up, to pray, to hear one another, to share one 

another’s pain. William Sloane Coffin writes, “I believe that God is calling each and every 

one of us to show up, to double the heart’s might, to help one another build a more just 

and generous society at home and a genuine, viable global community that hates war and 

holds nature in reverence. Our calling today arises from the world’s pain; it is a call to al-

leviate that pain by sharing it. And with so much in bud, the moment is so ripe.” 
 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, has instructed us in this way: Let love not visit you 
as a transient guest but be the constant temper of your soul. See that your heart is 
filled at all times and on all occasions with real undissembled benevolence, not to those 
only that love you, but to every soul. Let it pant in your heart, let it sparkle in your eyes, 
let it shine in all your actions. Whenever you open your lips, let it be with love: let there 
be on your tongue the law of kindness. Everyone that is born of a woman has a claim to 
your goodness. 
 

On the road to Jerusalem, Jesus told his disciples about the future that awaits him. He 

told them in clear terms and charged them with the responsibility to keep this ministry 

alive. He brought all kinds of people into one family. Sometimes his followers were of-

fended by those Jesus chose to include. The invitation continues to be given. It is as in-

clusive as ever because it comes from the heart of God. 
 

Following the redeeming Christ and witnessing to this power can lead us into that fellow-

ship of radiant souls who show up, who pray for one another, who hear one another, and 

whose God undergirds us with strength and with courage. As the body of Christ in this 

world, we walk this way together.  



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

 Guides 

Sept    1        Sefi Abedoh 
Sept            8     John Strawbridge 

Sept 15  Cathy Dryden 

Sept 22  Michael Rouse 
Sept 29        Diane Macklin 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

Greeters 

Sept    1        Abedoh/Enos family 
Sept            8     Marisa and Johnny Olszewski 

Sept 15  Nancy and Emora Brannan 
Sept 22  Carol Curtis/John Hutchinson 

Sept 29  Susanna Maddox/Michael Rouse 

 

September 1 

 15th after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 4:1,7-14 
 

September 8 
 16th after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139 
Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 
 

September 15 
 17th after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 4:11-12,22-28 
Psalm 14 

I Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
 

September 22 

 18th after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79 

I Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

 

 September 29 

   19th after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32: 1-3a,6-15 

Psalm 91 
I Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 
   

 

   

He’s here! Another little 

guy! Owen Robert Hines 
was born July 29th. When 

the day came, he was in  
a hurry. His parents are Sean and 

Elizabeth. Owen will learn his way 

around with help from big brother, 
Liam. Happy grandmothers are 

Sharra Kelly and Mary Hines. 
 

The sympathy and 
prayers of the congrega- 

tion are with Susan Ford 
and her family at the loss 

of her mother. Gloria 
Armstrong died earlier this sum-

mer on July 7th. Mrs. Armstrong 

visited Lovely Lane on several oc-
casions - the last was the wedding 

of her grandson. We celebrate her 
life and faith. We are grateful for 

the Lovely Lane connection.  

 

In Memory of 
 

Gloria Armstrong 
Nancy and Georgann Nedwell 

 

Henry and Katherine Eliason 
Carl Kircher 

 

Mary Eliason Kircher 
Carl Kircher 

RESTORATION GIFTS 

CONGREGATION UPDATES 

PRAYER VINE 

Sally Knapp 410-667-9514  

or Carol Curtis 410-377-0695 
As petitions for prayers are received, these requests 
are passed on to those who include these joys and 
concerns in their prayers. If you would like to partic-
ipate in this ministry, please contact Sally or Carol at 
the above phone numbers. If you would like to be 
included via e-mail: <sjk17@verizon.net>. 

Charge Conference 
Saturday, September 21 at 9 AM 

 

The charge conference is the connecting link 

between the local church and the general 

Church. The primary responsibilities of the 
charge conference in the annual meeting shall 

be to review and evaluate the total mission 
and ministry of the church, receive reports, 

and adopt objectives and goals recommended 

by the church council that are in keeping with 
the objectives of The United Methodist Church. 

This year our Charge Conference will be led by 
a new Baltimore Metro District Superintendent. 
 

The Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi was reassigned 

by Bishop Matthews from serving in the Wash-
ington District to this position in Baltimore. She 

has just returned from Zimbabwe where she 
was married in July. 
 

We look forward to getting to know her as well 

as taking the opportunity to introduce her to 
Lovely Lane.  
 

The official service of welcome for the new 
District Superintendent is on September 29th 

at Sharp Street UMC in Baltimore. 

Photo Directory Update 
 

Response to Lovely Lane's First-Ever Photo Directory was overwhelmingly enthusiastic. 
With new members and new information, it's time for the Second-Ever Photo Directory! 
 

To update a photo or contact information (email, phone or mailing address) or to provide a 

photo that didn't get in last time, please contact the church office this month with your update (410-889-1512 
or lovelylane@cavtel.net). 
 

If you'd like someone to take a photo of you, please see John Strawbridge, Susan Allenback or Diane Macklin. 

Sunday Schedule Change 

September 1 

   Adult Sunday School Class  9 AM   

   Worship  10 AM  

September 8 through June 

   Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM  

   Worship  11 AM 



 

 
 

  ALTAR FLOWERS AND TOWER LIGHTING 
 

There are open dates available as a 

way to honor someone’s anniversary, 
birthday or special event. Flowers grace 

the altar each Sunday. We are using 
new silk arrangements as well as 

having fresh flowers. 
The church tower is lighted for the week. 

These are vibrant expressions of honor and 

remembrance. The cost for providing fresh 
flowers is $60, sponsoring the silk flowers 

is $25 and lighting the tower is $30. Call the 
church office (410-889-1512) if you would 

like to remember someone this way.  

THE TOWER 

OPEN MINDS 
 

From the Lay Leader 
 

“Why is it that atheists aren't happy just being atheist 

themselves - they want everybody else to be also?” 

This was the question I stumbled upon recently on 

someone’s Twitter feed… and it’s a question worth consid-
ering. Although maybe not in the way its author intended. 

It’s a question that stopped me in my metaphoric tracks 
on first reading. There’s great truth in it. As Christians, we 

may feel under attack lately. Each year a shelf-full of 
books is published that are devoted to “debunking” Chris-

tianity. Media personalities scoff as they talk about “these 

Christians” and their latest complaints or foolishness. 

But that’s not what got me thinking. 

By chance or by design, the wording of the question felt 

important. It’s not “Why do atheists want everybody else 
to be also?” It’s “Why is it that atheists aren’t happy…?” 

The question suggests that atheists can be a pretty un-
happy lot. Imagine living without the love and comfort of 

God. Imagine being afraid - afraid that if you admitted to 
wanting that light and warmth that you’d be accused of 

being foolish. Imagine living life with no belief - no hope - 
that there is something greater than just that which you 

see around you. 

But that’s not what got me thinking. 

“…they want everybody else to be also.” The question 
hints that atheists can be a lonely lot. Imagine the pro-

spect of living a life without a divine presence. It could 
make you desperate to find or create others like yourself. 

But that’s not what got me thinking. 

Because, as a Christian, I’m not really interested in criti-
cizing hypothetical atheists. Pointing out their supposed 

weaknesses and failings does not make me feel superior. 

Reducing them to a stereotype does not make me look 

bigger. 

No… what got me thinking is asking the next question: 
“Why is it that Christians are happy just being Christians 

themselves - don’t they want everybody else to be also?” 

Are we too happy just being ourselves? Are we too secure 
and too comfortable in our protective bubble? Shouldn’t 

we be the ones out there defining who we are? Don’t we 
want everybody else to know the good news also? 

If Christianity is getting a bad name these days, perhaps 
it’s because we’ve allowed it to happen. We have let the 

most vocal, and often the least loving, among us speak 
for all of us. We have failed to speak up when the voices 

of judgmentalism, narrow-mindedness and exclusion have 

claimed to represent us. We have shied away from wit-
ness - from showing the world simply that we are happy. 

And from including all in our happiness. 

Too often, we (and yes, I include myself) are afraid of 

looking foolish in public. In this, we have much in com-
mon with the atheists. 

It’s always easier to roll a rock downhill than to push one 

uphill. The people who speak against religion will always 

need fewer words than those who speak for it. But the 
forces that align against a life of faith - the ones we need 

concern ourselves with - are not evil ones, they are the 
natural forces of complacency and exhaustion. It takes 

action to believe. It takes work to accept the responsibility 
God expects. 

If we are not at least a little bit unhappy just being our-
selves, then we will never reach out to others. Imagine 

that. 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge 
LAY LEADER 

 

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

The grand Victorian home located across the street from the 

church at 2128 Saint Paul Street is now a luxury assisted-living 
facility featuring original architecture with an elevator, 15 pri-

vate rooms, private bathrooms, high ceilings and windows. 
Phoenix Rising is an alternative for seniors who can no longer 

live on their own but want the feeling of home. This facility 
assists residents who need some help with daily activities, 

such as bathing, dressing and medication reminders. 

 
We welcome these new neighbors and look forward 

to meeting the residents. Contact information is for 
Phoenix Rising is 410-444-9999 or in-

fo@prSeniorCare.com. 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                  September 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
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lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule for September 1 

   Adult Sunday School Class  9 AM    Worship  10 AM 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule starting September 8 

   Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM    Worship  11 AM 
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays following worship 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays 8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday, September 1 
    Holiday, church office closed 
 

Saturday, September 7 
    Church-wide work day, 9 AM 
 

Mondays, September 9, 16, 23, 30 
    Empowering Mind Classes, meeting rooms, 5 PM 
 

Sunday, September  15 
    Church Council, Lovely Lane hall, 12:30 PM 
 

Saturday, September 21 
    Charge Conference, Lovely Lane hall, 9 AM 

 

Tuesday, September 24 
    Play Baltimore, gym, 6 PM 
 

Friday, September 27 
    Gaither UMC, tour, 1 PM 
 

Saturday, September 28 
    Historical Society meeting, museum, 9:30 AM 
 

Sunday, September 29 
    Service of Welcome for Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, 
    New District  Superintendent, 
    Sharp Street UMC, 1206 Etting St, 3 PM 
 

Monday, September 30 
    Old Goucher Community Assn., 7 PM 
 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

 

Staples: sugar, coffee, rice, pasta/sauce 

Hygiene items: toothbrush/paste, deodorant, shampoo, 

lotion, shaving cream/razors, towels, washcloths       

Funds are needed for operational expenses. 
 

           Your support is needed and appreciated. 


