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As we move through days of Easter and ap-

proach the Day of Pentecost, we come again 
to the ancient story of our faith that brings 

an energy and vitality to this very moment. 
It was the breath of God that brought the 

disciples' faith back to life with even greater 

power than they had ever known before as 
the Lord breathed his spirit into them. From 

God's breath of life and the disciples' living 
faith, a church came into being. They re-

ceived emotional power that allowed them 
to love not only the lovable and the likable, 

but the unlovable as well. They found a new 

insight into people's needs and the discern-
ment to respond to those needs in a way 

that could be accepted. They gained intellec-
tual power, too, for those men and women 

began to live with a wisdom far beyond their 

own ‑ a wisdom that allowed them to build 
the structure of a church that would wel-

come all people within its doors ‑ Jews and 
Greeks, slaves and free, male and female. 

All were considered one in Christ. 
 

Before the disciples knew what was happen-
ing, out of the blue, they heard a mighty 

wind heading their way. The wind blew 
through the entire house, filling each with a 

breath that came from somewhere else, 

Someone Else. The wind, the breath, filled 
them with a power they did not understand. 

They had not asked for this breath nor ex-
pected it. This power, this breath, this cour-

age swooped into the room and filled them 
up in a way they could have never predicted. 

With it, they discovered a reserve of strength 

they did not know they had. They came face 
to face, lung to lung, with the gift of God's 

Holy Spirit, God's holy breath.  
 

Once the disciples realized they could 

breathe again, once they shook themselves 

loose from the stress and the anxiety, once 
they unwound the grip of chaos from around 

their throats, they found themselves speak-
ing of God's deeds in their lives. They all 

burst into languages they did not even know 

they could speak - telling the story of how 

they once were no people, but now they 

were God's people. They once had no name, 
no faith and no future, but now, they were 

God's own sons and daughters, given the 
breath of faith, seeing a future in which they 

were received back to God's own self.  
 

These timid, stressed-out disciples found 
themselves preaching, testifying, to who God 

was and what God had done in their lives. 
And the people listened. The crowd grew. 

Yes, some in the crowd thought they were 

drunk. We might have assumed the same 
thing. The crowd had no other way to ex-

plain it. But then Peter gave voice to what 
was happening. 
  

While it is a powerful story, we simply can-

not keep it contained in the past. The chal-
lenges we currently face can seem over-

whelming. The sheer volume of information 
we must process, the frantic pace of life, the 

disintegration of a common set of values, the 
increased complexity of moral‑decision 

making ‑ these realities tempt us to get 

into bed and pull the covers over us. But by 
the Spirit of God we can learn to live in the 

midst of change and do what we can for the 
renewal of the world. Remember God's spirit 

in the first human creature, God's spirit in 

the fear‑filled disciples, God's spirit on Pen-
tecost Sunday. This same spirit continues to 

inspire the people of God to move forward 
into God's future.  
 

Sometimes we are content to go about our 

work as we always have. We know the rules 
and we play by them. But then, the breath 

of Christ blows away the rule book and we 
are left with God's way of living in the world. 

If today we were to open our lives to Christ 
and allow his spirit to possess us, a new 

Pentecost would come into our world. Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin wrote: Someday, after 
we have mastered the winds and the waves, 
the tides and gravity, we will harness for 
God the energies of love, and then for the 
second time in the history of the world, we 
will have discovered fire. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
 

May                         5 Lenore Baier  

May 12 Cathy Dryden 
May 19 Sarah Scribner 

May 26 Carol Curtis 
 

  Greeters 
 

May                          5 Marisa/Johnny Olszewski  
May 12 Nancy/Emora Brannan 

May 19 Carol Curtis/John Hutchinson 
May 26 Joe Weiblen/Meg O’Hara 

  

  Acolytes 
 

May       5 Quinn Gillison                 
May 12 Denzel Enos 

May 19 Hannah Coates 

May 26 Lee Enos 

 

May 5 

   Easter 6 
Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:1-10 

John 14:23-29 
  

May 9 

   Ascension Day 
Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 12 

   Easter 7 
Acts 16:16-34 

Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-21 

John 17:20-26 
 

May 19 
   Pentecost Sunday 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104 
Romans 8:14-17 

John 14:8-17 
 

May 26 
   Trinity Sunday 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5 

John 16:12-15 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 PRAYER VINE 
 

   † † † 
 

Sally Knapp 410-667-9514 

sjk17@verizon.net 

Carol Curtis 410-377-0695 
 

Petitions for prayers are 

received and are passed on 
to those who include these 

joys and concerns in their 

prayer life. Please email or 
call with your requests. 

 

RESTORATION GIFTS 
 

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

  May     5                 In loving memory of Rachel Farmer Griffin 

                          by Cathy Dryden 
 

  May 12      In memory and in honor of   All Mothers 

                                          by Julia Henslee and Lenora Baier 
  

  May 19      In loving memory of Robert S. Noller 
                          by his daughter, Jackie Noller  

 

  May 26      In loving memory of Robert E. Weiblen 
                          by Elizabeth Hines                                           

Tower Lighting 
 

        May     5         In honor of Ryan Fullerton  

          on his first birthday 
 

        May 12    In memory of Hattie Farmer Dryden 

                                        by Cathy Dryden 

        May 19   In honor of Beth Glasgow 
                     on her birthday 
 

    May 26   In loving memory of Maude Elliott Dryden 
                     by Cathy Dryden 

 

In Memory of 

Mary McDorman Denny 
Barbara and Jerry Fedeler 

 

In Honor of 

Sally Tarr 
Wendy Gorsuch 
Dale Gorsuch 

 

The sympathy of the congregation is 

with Rainer and Bernice von Saleski 
at the death of his mother. Ebba von 

             Saleski died in Baltimore on 
             March 28th. 

             Bernice and Rainer currently 

             live in MA. We hold them in 
             our prayers. 

The St. Cecilia Society of St. Mark’s Church 

presents 
Music for the Merry Month of May 

Sunday, May 5 at 2 pm 
St. Paul at 20th 

 

This concert will feature selections by Daniel E. Gawthrop, Robert Chilcott and 

others played by Baltimore organists David Huggins, Theodore Feldmann and 
Michael Britt. The presentation is free, however, donations are accepted at the 

door to defray expenses. 

 



 

OPEN MINDS 

From the Lay Leader… 
 

Did you wait, eagerly, for the results?  Did you check your favorite news site, blog or social media to see 
how the voting was going? Did you scan the morning paper and the evening news to see if a winner 

had been announced? 

I’m not talking about American Idol or Dancing with the Stars… this was a much more exciting contest. 

And the winner was not announced by a celebrity host, but by a puff of smoke. I’m referring, of course, 
to the recent selection of a new Pope by our Catholic brothers and sisters. 

There’s definitely something captivating about the selection of a new Pope. It doesn’t happen very 
often. It’s conducted both in great secrecy and very publicly. It’s ritualized but unpredictable. It’s pomp 

and pageantry. 
 

It’s almost enough to make a poor Methodist jealous. 

We’ve got nothing like it. We have no Vatican, no Swiss Guard. We don’t even have an identifiable 

head-of-state who speaks for our denomination. 
 

The operation of the United Methodist Church is a workman-like process. Often political, occasionally 

boring and sometimes downright confusing. How much easier it would be to understand (and gossip 

about!) if we just had one person in charge. Someone we could root for when he agreed with our view, 
and blame when he didn’t. 

Yeah, sure, Christ Jesus is our leader – but he’s head of the whole church, not just the United Method-
ists. Indeed if you’re like most United Methodists – if you’re like me until recently – you probably don’t 

have a good sense of just who is in charge of all this anyway. Well, bad news brothers and sisters; it’s 
you and me. 

One of the foundational ideas of the United Methodist Church, is that the Laity (us non-ordained folk) 
play an important and active role in planning and conducting the ministries and missions of the church, 

in conference with the Clergy. It’s in the historical make-up of the church… in the way John Wesley set 
up societies in conference with him… and in the way that the church was organized in a post-

revolutionary war America at the Christmas Conference. 
 

That idea of “Conference” – of talking and working together – is still the governing idea of the church. 
And it can be a confusing one – because it is both a thing and an activity. We are a conference all the 

time. And once a year, we have a conference. It may seem at odds with the rules of grammar - but the 
idea that the Body and the Action are the same is very much in line with the beliefs of Christianity. 

Our local Conference, the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, will come together this month to 
make decisions about our present and future as a church. This will not be a cloistered meeting of the 

ordained. An equal number of clergy and laity will take up the business of the church. We will discuss 

matters of faith and finance. 

Rev. Nedwell will represent Lovely Lane with the same sense of spirituality and responsibility that she 
preaches each week. As the Lay Member, I will also be there on behalf this congregation. And so I want 

to know what matters to you. What should be the focus of the church? How should we expend our re-

sources? If you have care or concern about the mission and direction of the church, this is the month to 
share your views with me. And in our church council meetings, I will share my experience of Conference 

with you. 

There will be no news coverage. No governments will send a representative. No commemorative plates 

will be sold. And while I have real respect for our fellow Christians serving the Catholic Church, I can’t 
say I would trade all the grandeur of crowning a new leader for our slow-but-steady hands-in-the-dirt 

approach. After all, our one universal head wore his crown humbly. And for each of us. 
 
 

Peace, 
John Strawbridge, 
LAY LEADER 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                             May 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
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Non-profit 
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Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

 

Sundays 

Adult Sunday School Class, library, 10 AM 

Worship,  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, NOON 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 8 PM  (weekly dances) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Friday, May 3 
   Mount Olivet overnight retreat  
 

Saturday, May 4 
Glyndon UMC, tour, 10 AM 

 

Tuesday, May 7 
 Board of Trustees meeting, library, 7:30 pm 
 

Saturday, May 11 
Mill Creek Parish, tour, 10 AM 

 

Sunday, May 12 
University  of NC - Greensboro, week long retreat 

 

Saturday, May 18 
Boehm’s Chapel, tour 9:30 AM 
Memorial Service for Jean Jacobsen, sanctuary, NOON 

 

Monday, May 27 
Holiday, Church office closed 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
     

The Drop-In-Center provides services beginning 
with the morning meal from 8:30 to 10:15 AM 

(Monday through Saturday) and continues from 
11:30 AM until 4 PM (Monday through Friday). 

Manna House serves an average of 176 men, 
women and children every day.  
 

Among other services, clients are given access to 

a phone to make important phone calls, given 
the chance to fill out a clothing form to request a 

bag of clothes, given the chance to take a warm 

shower, provided with food vouchers to a local 
food pantry, assisted with applications for birth 

certificates or ID's, assistance with completing 
paperwork, given bus tokens for documented 

appointments, and access to case management. 
Many clients just need someone who will listen to 

them... that can be the biggest service of all! 
 

Your support makes a difference! 


