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Graham Owen Hutchins wrote a series of poems for the seasons of the church year.  

He offered this for Lent: A Poem of Preparation. 
 

Somewhere  

   between the ground hog and the March lion 

      near the Valentine gifts and the birthdays of Presidents, 

      in the expanding days of shrinking snowdrifts, 

      before the icicles last drop, and the daffodils first thrust. 
 

Somewhere 

   between snowscape and wheatscape, 

      out of the silence of winter, and into the bird-loud spring, 

   comes a season we too often decide to forget. 

   Between Fat Tuesday and Good Friday, 

      the growing light casts a lengthening shadow, 

      as ashes prepare us for blood and fire, 

      that will melt our stony hearts into a waiting tomb. 

   Could this holy season be like others we have known? 

   Shall we go up again to Jerusalem, the killer of prophets? 

   Will we journey with one who can call down fire from heaven, 

      but would rather have our tears? 

   Might the palm branch flourish, or wither to a cross? 

   Can this easy yoke be fashioned from a tree? 

   Can a thorny crown utter silent truth to this arrogant world? 

   Will we follow this courage that ripens toward a borrowed grave? 
 

Somewhere 

   between pause and preparation, promise and fulfillment, 

   Lent is the season of the journey, and the journey of the season; 

      a springtime that blossoms red,  

         grows thorns and nails, turns followers into fools, 

      and breaks all our bones or pride. 

   Rendering us 

      beyond all pleading between two thieves, 

      beyond all wonder, between the dark noon and the blazing midnight, 

      and beyond all expectation for the absolutely absurd 

   Astonishment of Easter, 

      when myrrh turns into music, doubt’s denial into faith’s glad boast, 

   And all the granite cracks and breaks  

      before loud lilies trumpeting to the sun. 



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Tour Guides 
 

March     3             Eleanor Packard 
March 10 Carol Curtis 

March 17 Sefi Abedoh 

March 24 Michael Rouse 
March 31 Craig Smith 

 

  Greeters 
 

March     3    Elizabeth, Sean and Liam Hines 
March 10 Aimee and Ken Delaney 

March 17 Cathy Dryden and Dean Uhler 
March 24 Linda Webb and Diane Macklin 

March 31 Susan Allenback/John Strawbridge 
 

  Acolytes 
 

March     3     Lee Enos 

March 10 Quinn Gillison 
March 17 Denzel Enos 

March 24 Hannah Coates 
March 31 Lee Enos 

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 25TH STREET, BALTIMORE  21218 

410-889-3001 
 

  STAPLES       HYGIENE ITEMS  

Sugar   Deodorant 

Coffee             Toothbrush/Paste 
Rice               Shaving Cream /Razors 

Potatoes         Shampoo/Lotion 
Pasta/Sauce               Washcloths/Towels 

  

 WINTER ITEMS 

   Coats, hats, thermal wear, scarves, 
hoodies, boots, gloves, 

warm clothes 
 

Funds are needed for 
operational expenses. 

 

Your support is important. 
Thank you! 

 

March 3 
   Lent 3 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63 

I Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 

March 10 
   Lent 4 
Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32 

II Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

March 17 
   Lent 5 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 
 

March 24 
   Palm Liturgy 

Luke 19:28-40 

Psalm 118 
   

   Passion Liturgy 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Psalm 31 
Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 23:1-49 
  

March 28 
   Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 116 

I Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

March 29 

   Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19:42 
 

March 31 
   Easter Day 
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118 

I Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 

Luke 24:1-12 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS PRAYER VINE 

To be added to the prayer vine, call 
Sally Knapp 410-667-9514 
or Carol Curtis 410-377-0695 
or e-mail Sally at sjk17@verizon.net  
 

                 Prayer does not fit us for 

                 the greater work, prayer is 

                 the greater work. 
                              Oswald Chambers  

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Lovely Lane welcomed Patricia 
Strawbridge on February 17th. Pat 

comes by transfer from Trinity 

UMC in Catonsville. She happens 
to be the mother of John Straw-

bridge, Lovely Lane’s lay leader. 
 

On February 24th Mike and Sue 
Ford, members of Towson UMC, 

entered into an affiliate relation-
ship with us. This decision recog-

nizes a long-time commitment they 
have shown to restoration of the 

building and the mission and min-

istry in the city of Baltimore. 
 

We are grateful for 

Pat, Sue and Mike 
as we continue our 

work together. 

 

FIELD TRIP    MARCH 10 
 

We are going on a field trip to Manna 

House. During worship we will hear 
briefly from the executive director, 

Saleem Gauhar. Following the fellowship 
hour, we will make the three block trip 

to Manna House. We are a partner 

church with Manna House. This will give 
many people a first-hand look at the 

program we supported since its incep-
tion.   Manna House has been serving the 

poor and homeless of Baltimore for 44 
years. It offers a holistic approach for 

providing services, be they physical, 

emotional, mental or spiritual. 
 

Bring a bag lunch/beverage as we will 

be sharing a meal together. Also, bring a 

bag of sugar or rice, as they are always 
particular needs for this program. 

BEQUEST 

Lovely Lane Restoration Fund has re-
ceived a bequest from the estate of 

Nancy Gaston. She had a long relation-
ship with this congregation, beginning 

more than 50 years ago as part of a 

vibrant young adult program. Nancy 
continued to support the work of the 

church through the years. We appreci-
ate her generosity and faithfulness. 



 

 

Holy Week at Lovely Lane 
March 24, Palm Sunday, 10:30 AM on the Lovely Lane East Portico 

The St. Mark’s Lutheran congregation will join us for liturgy 

and a procession through the neighborhood, returning for worship at 11 AM. 
 

March 28, Maundy Thursday, 6:30 PM     
    We will share a pot-luck meal in Lovely Lane hall 

    as we remember Jesus’ last meal with his friends. 
 

            March 29, Good Friday, 12 NOON, Lovely Lane 
    This one-hour service of lessons and hymns will be at Lovely Lane.    

          Good Friday, 7:30 PM, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

    This evening service will be at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1900 St. Paul St.   

March 30, Holy Saturday, 9 AM-12 NOON 
    We will have a work day at the church as we prepare the altar 

    and the rest of the building for the festival of Easter.  

March 31, Easter, 6:30 AM and 11 AM 
    6:30AM First Service of Easter followed by Breakfast 

  11:00AM Festal Service of Easter 

 

From the Lay Leader… 
 

Have you ever been lost? 
 

Really lost. Not the “I feel like I don’t know where I’m 
going” kind of lost… but the literal “I don’t even know 
where I am” kind of lost. I have been absolutely lost 

twice in my life. 
 

The first time was a common experience; I was very 

young and at a sprawling department store with my 

mother. Somehow, we became separated (no doubt be-
cause I hadn’t stayed where I was supposed to). I don’t 

remember much about the experience, but I vividly re-
member wandering from one aisle to another… growing 

more alarmed each time I didn’t recognize anything or 
anyone… not knowing if going on was bringing me closer 

or taking me further away… In my memory, it went on 

and on. I’m sure that, in reality, it was maybe a minute. 
 

I had been lost, that first time, despite being surrounded 

by people and light and things. The second time, howev-

er, was very much the opposite. I was in college, and I 
was working in the theatre well after the show had ended 

and everyone had gone home. I was walking back to my 
car, which was somewhere in the acres of open parking 

lots, when every light on campus suddenly shut off. With 

no moon and a thickening fog, I might as well have been 
instantly blindfolded. Although I could not have been in 

less of a maze… indeed I had even been able to see my 
car in the distance a moment before… I realized, after a 

few confused steps, that I had no idea where I was even 
standing… much less how to go on. 
 

It was a strange feeling; to be so lost even with nothing  

standing in my way. Just total darkness and a lack of  
 

 

landmarks. 
 

To be lost, truly really lost, is not a single problem. It is 

three simultaneous conditions: You have to not know 
your direction, you have to not know your location and, 

most importantly, you have to not be content to stay 
where you are. We are only lost when we are trying 

to go someplace. 
 

Even if you’ve never been lost, there are probably times in 
your life when you should have been. When complacency 

stood in your way. We’ve all stayed in the wrong job, the 
wrong relationship, the wrong mindset… more because 

we didn’t really want to move than because we didn’t 

know where to go. 
 

This month, we Christians will celebrate Easter. We will 

mark the days when Jesus reached a destination that he 

had set upon at his birth. We think of Christ as wander-
ing, but never lost. He always knew where he was with a 

calm and deliberate sense of presence that we wish we 
had. And he knew his destination even before his birth. 
 

But what makes his journey so remarkable - what signifies 

the faith we wish we could possess - is his unerring will-
ingness to go forward to the cross. That as wonderful as 

his time and ministry on earth was, he was not content to 
stay where he was. 
 

What is the opposite of “lost”? What does it feel like to be 

so sure of where you are, of where you’re going… and to 
have so strong a desire to get there? Have you ever felt 

that? If not, then follow Christ. He knows the way. 
 

Peace, 
John Strawbridge, 
LAY LEADER 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                          March 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

Sundays 

Adult Sunday School Class, library, 10 AM 

Worship  11 AM 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour, 12 PM 

Tuesdays 

Shawgo basketball, gym, 5:45 PM 

Wednesdays 

Baltimore Folk Music Society, 7 PM  (weekly dances) 

Huber Memorial basketball, gym, 7:30 PM 

Fridays 

Huber Memorial basketball, gym, 6 PM 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, March 2 
   Church-wide work day, 9 AM 

Hereford, Catonsville, Concord-St Andrews, tour, 10 AM 
Assumption College (MA) mission retreat begins 

 

Saturday, March 9 
Rehobeth UMC, tour, 10 AM 
Faith, Ellerslie UMC’s, tour, 11:30 AM 
Souheagan High School (NH) retreat begins 

 

Saturday, March 16 
Great Heights UMC, tour, 11:30 AM 
Aldersgate, Pine Grove UMC’s tour, 1 PM 

 

    

Sunday, March 17 
Church Council, Lovely Lane hall, 12:30 PM 
Goucher College retreat begins 

 

Saturday, March 23 
Ishmael Family event, Lovely Lane hall, 6 PM 
Suncrest UMC (WV) mission retreat begins 

 

Monday, March 25 
Cedar Grove UMC, tour, 9:30 AM 
Old Goucher Community Association, 7 PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

Schedule for Holy Week 

and Easter Day 
on page 3 

Set your clocks ahead 
one hour on March 10 


