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The department stores, businesses and specialty shops are moving quickly through the com-
ing holidays and seasons.  You can get your shamrocks for St. Patrick’s Day. The bunnies and 

chicks are on the shelves for Easter. 
  

For the church calendar, we slow the pace. We approach Ash Wednesday on February 13th  
as the time to focus on our mortality; when we reorient our lives that often go astray. Ash 

Wednesday - ashes to ashes - the whole span of our mortal lives - from the beginning to the 
end with all that living in between the dust from which we come to the dust we become. 
  

Then God calls us to look beyond ourselves. This scripture from the prophet Joel continues 

with the outpouring of God's spirit. Through Joel, God says, "I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, the old shall dream dreams, and the 

young shall see visions." What is our dream of life? What can we choose that will bring us life? 
What is the vision of life by which we live? Is it a vision composed of hopes and wishes, a vi-

sion constant enough for us to work for its realization and build a kingdom upon it? 
  

Jesus dreamed of a world where we can all be one, a day when we shall belong to each other. 
A day will come, he believed, when we shall be called by name, when we shall rush from our 

prodigal ways and sense the strength of a father's arms around us. A day will come when no 
door will be sealed against us. One day, our apparently unheard knocking shall yield to wel-

come, as all the doors open to us in love and peace. 
  

Jesus dreams of life as God meant for it to be and finds courage to accept what must be. This 
courage to choose is the way to life. Christians every single year celebrate a two thousand 

year old story of a man who was faithful to God, who kept the commandments, and who 

wound up being spit upon and stripped and scourged and crowned with thorns and hung on a 
cross to die; and this was one about whom God said, "This is my beloved son." No guarantees 

except God's presence. 
 

Are we ready to choose the life that God has for us? God has dreams too. Are we ready to 

trust that God, being God, will have the last word in all the madness and absurdities? 
  

Among the rubble and ruin of our own lives, we give thanks that we have been found and 
saved by a love that confronts and conquers death, and the death-dealing ways of the world. 

To prepare ourselves, perhaps we can move beyond chocolate to declare our own fast ---  
 
  

In the precious moments between the ashes we were and the ashes we become, God places 
before us the universe and begs us to choose life. God begs us to choose that which will be 

life for us and for others: the power of tenderness, the strength of gentleness, the glory of 
color, the warmth of touch, the force of love. God has chosen first. God has chosen us. 

Lent begins. 

Fast from judgment, Feast on compassion  
Fast from greed, Feast on sharing  
Fast from scarcity, Feast on abundance  
Fast from fear, Feast on peace  
Fast from lies, Feast on truth  
Fast from gossip, Feast on praise  
Fast from anxiety, Feast on patience  

Fast from evil, Feast on kindness  
Fast from apathy, Feast on engagement  
Fast from discontent, Feast on gratitude  
Fast from noise, Feast on silence  
Fast from discouragement, Feast on hope  
Fast from hatred, Feast on love  



 

THE TOWER 

OPEN DOORS 

 

 

Tour Guides 
 

Feb               3  Craig Smith 
Feb 10  John Strawbridge 

Feb 17  Sarah Scribner 

Feb 24  Cathy Dryden 
 

 Greeters 
 

Feb               3      Susanna Maddox/Mike Rouse 

Feb 10  Linda Keene/Michael Giles 
Feb 17  Sharra Kelly/Robert Furbay 

Feb 24  Bea Badders/Carrie Harnick  

  
 Acolytes 
 

Feb               3      Lee Enos 
Feb 10  Quinn Gillison 

Feb 17  Denzel Enos 

Feb 24  Hannah Coates 

 

February 5  
  4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71 

I Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

 

February 10 

  Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36 

  

February 13 
  Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Psalm 51 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

February 17 
  Lent 1 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91 

Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
  

February 24 
  Lent  2 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

 

  
 
 
 

Chaplain and Mrs. Charles Beatty 
Florence Beatty 

 

Thomas Rigney 
Katherine Rigney 

 
 

Robert, Nicholas 
 and Tony Williamson 

Nancy Nedwell 

 

 
 
 

Axl and Ozzy Arnold 
and Scarlotte and Lydia Heistand 

Nancy Nedwell 
 

Dorothy Krug 
Patricia Welch 

 

Our Friends at Lovely Lane 
Roger and Liz Katzenberg 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

  February  3 In loving memory of Sallie R. Hutson 

                          from an established memorial fund 
 

  February 10 In honor of   Barbara Macklin 

      for her birthday by Diane Macklin 
  

  February 17  In loving memory of Jesse Glasgow 
                         by Beth, Jeff and Chris  

 

  February 24  In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Pierson 
                         from an established memorial fund                                           

Tower Lighting 
 

        February  3      In loving memory of Brian and William Robey  

          by Mrs. Pat Robey and family 
 

        February 10         In honor of Dorothy Krug 

                                        by the Lovely Lane congregation 
 

        February 17  In honor of Nicole Fearns 
                     by her mother, Patricia Hartnagel 
 

    February 24  In loving memory of Jim Langrall 

                     by Nancy Nedwell 

RESTORATION GIFTS 

 

The Student Prince 

February 17    2 PM    ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

James Harp, Organist/Cantor of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, will accompa-

ny the 1927 classic silent film, “The Student Prince.”  
 

The Student Prince is a 1927 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film. Ernst Lubitsch 
brought his famous touch to this 1927 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film. It is a 

sentimental romantic drama about a young prince who falls in love with a 
commoner. A tutor (Jean Hersholt) effectively raises the boy while his dis-

tant father rules in the cold, tradition-bound palace. When he turns 18, 

Prince Karl Heinrich (Ramon Novarro) is sent to Heidelberg 
for an education, in more ways than one. He enrolls incognito 

to get a taste of real life and falls in love with the barmaid 
(Norma Shearer). 
 

St. Mark’s is located at 1900 St. Paul Street. While there is no 

charge for this program, St. Mark’s music program will appre-
ciate a donation. 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/image_chooser_list_images.asp?page=6&topic_id=&keywords=honor&image_type_id=1,3,4,5,6&entry_date=&image_source_id=&month_logo=&day_image=1/26/2012


 

 

We were pleased to welcome Eliza-

beth “Betsy” Fisk into formal mem-
bership on January 13th. Betsy 

moved to Baltimore from the Eastern Shore and has 

been a regular attender at Lovely Lane. She comes 
by transfer from St. Luke’s UMC in St. Michaels.  

 

From the Lay Leader… 
 

It is hard to concentrate. The noise is distracting my 
thoughts. How long will this go on? 
 

After years of vacancy, the house next to mine is be-
ing renovated, and our shared wall is literally vibrat-

ing with rhythm of hammers and saws. 
 

To me, the house seemed hopeless. But slowly they 
are removing the leaky roof, sanding off chipped 

paint, cutting out rusty pipes, tearing down moldy 
plaster, and stripping away stained floors. Maybe the 

old place is not too far gone. It took a long time to 

get to this state – it just will take time to rebuild. 
 

How long does it take to make a change? 
 

This month, we observe Ash Wednesday – the begin-

ning of Lent. A time we remember the forty days that 
Jesus spent in the desert away from the distracting 

noise of his worldly life… fasting and praying. It was 

after this time of change, we are taught, that Jesus’ 
ministry began. 
 

If we read the Bible too literally, we might be tempt-

ed to believe that forty days is the prescribed number 
of days for change. The Great Flood lasted forty 

days, and the world was renewed afterward. Moses 
spent forty days on Mt. Sinai, and the world was nev-

er the same. It is comforting to have such a definitive 

answer. 
 

But what happens when forty days don’t make a dif-

ference? On February 10th, forty days will have 

passed since New Year’s Day. How are your resolu-
tions faring? Have they yielded fruit, or fallen by the 

wayside? For me, none of the big changes I want to  

 

see in my life this year have come to pass in these 

forty days. This work on the house next door, I fear, 

will not be done in forty days… no matter what the 
contractor may have promised. 
 

How long does it take to change the world? 
 

Jesus spent over thirty years on earth. His public 
ministry lasted only a fraction of that. His sacrifice 

and resurrection spanned only three days. And two 

thousand years have passed since. 
 

In the time before Christ, people practiced a religion 

of prophecy. Of expectation. Waiting for a promise. 
But we live in a time of the promise fulfilled. This is 

the profoundly different church. We no longer await 

the gift. We have been given it. And now, we must 
be givers. 
 

Do we have the patience to change the world… espe-

cially if it takes more than forty days? 
 

During Lent, many of us will choose something to 

give up for forty days. But will we emerge, as Christ 

did, not just changed, but renewed? 
 

Change is not measured by a calendar. And it is not 

marked by an ending. It is born in our minds and 

hearts. In our willingness to not just give up the old, 
but to accept the responsibility of the new covenant. 

It happens when we let go of things we have held 
onto that over time have become leaky, chipped, 

rusty and moldy – and we begin the process of re-

building.  
 

Peace, 

John Strawbridge 

LAY LEADER 

 

                                                                    PRAYER  

If you would like to be added to the prayer vine to 
receive requests for prayer or if you have a request 

to include, call Sally Knapp at 410-667-9514 
(sjk17@verizon.net) or Carol Curtis 410-377-0695.           

   

 

VINE 

"Certain thoughts are prayers. There are moments 
when, whatever be the attitude of the body, the soul 

is on its knees."                  

                                                     Victor Hugo  

 

MANNA HOUSE 
435 E 35TH STREET, BALTIMORE 21218 

410-889-3001 
 

   STAPLES       HYGIENE ITEMS          WINTER ITEMS 

 Sugar  Deodorant          Coats, hats 
 Coffee  Toothbrush/Paste      Thermal wear 

 Rice                  Razors/Cream          Hoodies 

 Potatoes          Towels/Cloths          Boots 
 Pasta/Sauce          Shampoo/Lotion        Gloves    

 

Funds are needed for operational expenses.  
 

 

Thanks for your support 

 

We offer our prayers and sympathy to the 

family of the Rev. Evert Leon Dage. He 
Was a pastor in the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference. Rev. Dage served Lovely Lane 
in the late 1940’s. He retired in 1983 after 

38 years as pastor. 



 

CALENDAR 

OUR MISSION                                                                                February 2013 

To celebrate the vision of God’s Good News in Jesus Christ in liturgy, learning, and life, through the 

revitalization of our congregation, the restoration of our building, and the strengthening of our 
traditions, while recognizing our unique presence and mission in Baltimore City. 

LOVELY LANE TOWER 

LOVELY LANE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 ST. PAUL STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Baltimore, MD 

Permit No. 6575 

lovely lane@cavte l .ne t 410-889-1512,  M-F 9AM-3PM 

Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School Class  10 AM  

Worship  11 AM   
 

Fellowship Hour/Guided Tour 

Sundays  12 PM (following worship) 
 

Baltimore Folk Music Society 

Wednesdays  8 PM  (weekly dances in Lovely Lane hall) 
 

Mother Seton Academy Basketball 

   Wednesdays, Thursdays  5:15 PM 
 

Huber Memorial Basketball 

   Wednesdays  7:30 PM 

   Fridays  6 PM 
 

—————————————————————————- 

    

Saturday, February 2 
Church-wide work day, 9 AM 
 

Tuesday, February 5, 12 
   Futsal practice, gym, 6 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 6 
   Roland Park Seniors, tour, 9:15 AM 
 

Wednesday, February 13 
Ash Wednesday service, sanctuary, 7 PM 

Saturday, February 16 
Patrice Matthews event, Lovely Lane hall, 3 PM 

 

Friday, February 15 
   New Albany UMC, weekend retreat, 6 PM 
 

Sunday, February 17 
   Church Council, Lovely Lane hall, 12:30 PM 
 

Monday, February 18 
   Church office closed    
   Gainesville (VA)UMC, tour, 11 AM 
 

Monday, February 25 
Old Goucher Community Association, 7 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 27 
   Lab School celebration, Lovely Lane hall, 10:30 AM 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
THANK YOU FOR PROMPT DELIVERY! 

 

Lovely Lane on Facebook 
 

Follow us. The Wall is open to all, so please post your 
comments, memories, photos… anything you think will 

be of benefit or interest to the congregation and visitors. 
 

Our primary web presence is www.lovelylane.net. This    
is the source of The Tower Weekly and The Tower 

Monthly on-line. It also includes the records of Mount 

Olivet Cemetery. 


